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Table 1. Diameter ranges and minimum knot pull strength for synthetic suture sizes

Sutures Diameter(mm) Knot-pull

USP Metric USA JAPAN Strength(kgf)

Size Size - - USA JAPAN

min. max. min. max.

10-0 0.2 0.020 0.029 0.013 0.025 0.016 0.016
9-0 0.3 0.030 0.039 0.025 0.038 0.036 0.036
8-0 04 0.040 0.049 0.038 0.051 0.06 0.064
7-0 0.5 0.050 0.069 0.051 0.076 0.11 0.112
6-0 0.7 0.070 0.099 0.076 0.102 0.20 0.184
5-0 1 0.10 0.149 0.102 0.152 0.40 0.360
4-0 1.5 0.15 0.199 0.152 0.203 0.60 0.544
3-0 2 0.20 0.249 0.203 0.254 0.96 0.904
2-0 3 0.30 0.339 0.254 0.330 1.44 1272
1-0 35 0.35 0.399 0.330 0.406 2.16 1816

1 4 0.40 0.499 0.406 0.483 2.72 2.536

2 5 0.50 0.599 0.483 0.559 3.52 3.080

3 6 0.60 0.699 0.559 0.635 4.88 3.632

4 6 0.60 0.699 0.635 0.711 4.88 4.536

5 7 0.70 0.799 0.711 0.813 6.16 5.808
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Fig. 1. Schematic diagram for polyglycolic acid
(PGA) suture manufacture.
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Table 2. Miller index and relative intensity of X-ray
patterns of PGA powder

Relative intensity

(hikD @) ®)
(110) S 88.8
020) - 100
(103) - 454
(101) - 33.7
(121) — 214
@11) - 181
(122) — 14.2
(220) - 12.2
(004) - —
011) mw —
(002) - -

(A): E¥F(35], (B): Chatani[55], s: strong, mw: me-
dium strong
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