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RESEARCH ON MANAGEMENT AND ECONOMICS IN ALTERNATIVE
AGRICULTURE IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Jong Moo Kim

ABSTRACT

The traditional farming method has very long history in the process of agricultural development. The ap-
plication of chemical fertilizers in agricultural production became most popular to increase quantities of agri-
cultural production.

The United States of America is one of largest countries in the world. There are at present 50 States and
farming conditions are very different from each individual States. There are increasing trend of agricultural
production by applying chemical fertilizers as well as sprays during last 50 years{1940-90). The disadvan-
tages of conventional farming method were to destroy nature and human life. There were some other kinds
of disadvantages such as nitriated contamination in drinking water both for human being and animals.

The alternative farming method is one of new farming method reducing and/of non-application of chemi-
cal fertilizers and sprays in agricultural production. There is less economic research on alternative farming
system in the United States of America. However, one case study in Ohio State organic farm survey,
showed about $5.444 economic advatages in organic farms comparing commercial farms at the same
area. There are advantage of higher unit price level in orgnic products, decreasing chemical costs as well as
effect of crop combinations. It is certainly necessary to have more empirical research on economic and man-
agement of alternative farming method in the United States of America. However, if there is economic
advantage in alternative farming methods, the future development possibility of alternative farming method
can be very bright in near future.

There might be more advantages such as soil conservation, better quality of agricultural products, better
health conditions of farmer’s and consumer’s as well as keeping healthy environment of rural and urban ar-

eas.
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