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ABSTRACT

An Experimental Study on the
Fashion Merchandising System

—With special reference to the life-style
of consumers and the Marketing strategy
for the fashion industry —

Lee, Ho-Jung
Dept. of Clothing and Textiles Graduate School
of Sook Myung Women's University

The purpose of this study 1s to systematize the
theory of the Fashion Marketing and merchandi-
sing systern as well as the strategy for the Mar-
keting based on the related vanable. Furthermore,
this study deals with development of the mark-
eting strategy with respect to the relation between
consumers and industry,

The content conclusion on the research can be
outlined as follows ;

1. In order to investigate how the life-style of
consumers affects their sense of fashion, awa-
reness of brand, and decision making process
of purchase, the life-style of women consumers
is classified into 15 types.

(1) According to the different life-style types,
and important difference is found in the consum-
ers’ sense of clothes, a unique image of outfit and
its own favorite image of wormanliness,

(2) The consumers’ awareness of a particular
brand has a reasonable relationship with their brand
preference and possession of the brands.

(3) Their is an important discrimination acco-
rding to the life-style types in their brand awar-
eness and preference and possesion of brands,

(4) The consumers of each life-style type show
noticeable difference in the decision making pro-
cess of purchase including he motive of purchase,
the source of information, the cause of purchase
intention, price, the frequency of purchase and
the degree of satisfaction of purchased goods.

2. The merchandising system and the market
positioning among the fashion industry are
compared and analyzed in the following terms ;
(1-1) For the purpose of establishing the target

market strategy, the industry uses unreasenalbe
methods to analyze the life-style of the target
customers and the real customers(36%) and the
aging phenomenon of brands is remarkable : as
much 23 37% of brands show over 5 years-old
age gap.

(1-2) The price setting process depends highly
on the cost-plus approach.

(1-3) In color planning, too many colors are used
in every season{the average number is 22.3) and
the investigation of the consumers’ favorite color
is neglected.

(1-4) The manufacturers of successful brands
are much likely to employ the textile designer and
allow them to develop the various fabrication,

(1-5) The regular rate of sales in each season



is extremely low(56.04%) : the rate of the succ-
essful brands is relatively high at 65%3, but that
of the unsuccessful as low as 51%.

(1-6) 47% of brands reveal the designer-orie-
nted fashion merchandising system, The successful
brands, on the other hand, show a high rate of
merchandiser oriented system,

(2) Since the brand positioning is highly cen-
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tered on each brand image, styles and target age,
the new data are presented in this study for the
new market development.

(3) To set up the target market, the mapping
of images between the differentiated market and
the consumers is suggested according to the
market positioning of industry and 15 types of
the life-styles of consumers.



