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Congenital Fistula of the Right Coronary Artery to the Left Ventricle
- A Case Report -

Eun Pyo Hong, M.D.*, Dong Hyup Lee, M.D.*, Jung Cheol Lee, M.D.*, Sung Sae Han, M.D.*

Congenital coronary artery fistula is a rare condition, and with widespread use of cardiac catheteriz-
ation, angiography and selective coronary arteriography are being recognized with increasing fre-
quency. Fistula originating from the right coronary artery are more common than those from the left
coronary artery. The fistula empties into the right side of the heart in 90% of the cases with the right
ventricle being the most common recipient chamber, followed by the right atrium and the pulmonary
artery. We report a case of congenital coronary artery fistula of the right coronary artery to the left
ventricle with significant shunt in a 20 year old female. It was detected by transthoracic and transes-
ophageal echocardiography and confirmed by cardiac catheterization and coronary angiography. The
fistula opening was closed with 6-0 Prolene continuously under cardiopulmonary bypass and moderate
hypothermia (28°C). Postoperative course was uneventful and the patient was discharged without spec-

ific problem.

(Korean J Thoracic Cardiovas Surg 1993;26:710-3)
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