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The Geography of Journey-to-work in the Seoul Metropolitan Area
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ABSTRACT

This study examines the 1980 Census and the 1987 Travel Survey data sets, in order to identify
commuting trends in the Seoul Metropolitan Area. The commuting field of Seoul includes the cities
and counties contiguous to Seoul, as well as Inchon, Suwon and Ansan City and Paju County. The
study finds little support for the expansion of the commuting field toward distant counties of
Kyonggi Province ; instead an intensification of commuting within the field is more salient.

The most prominent trend, within the city limit of Seoul, is that journey-to-work toward the city
center has decreased whereas peripheral journeys increased considerably. The work trips have in-
creased most in the southwestern sector of the city ; a moderate increase in the northeastern and
southwestern sectors ; and decreases in the center and the northwestern sector of the city. Factorial
analyses of the work trip data also reveal the emergence of sub-regions of journey-to-work in the
peripheries of the city. Such a spatial pattern of commuting changes resemble that of population
changes, and correspond in part to the layout of the subway system.
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