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Abstract

Our world has become an increasingly complex place in which, as individuals, We are very
dependent on other people and upon organizations, An event in some distant part of the globe
can rapidly and significantly affect the quality of life in our home country,

This increasing interdependence, on both a national and international scale, has led us to
create systems which can respond immediately to these systems are operating all around us
in military, civil, commercial and industrial fields.

The electronic computre is at the heart of many such systems, but the role of telecommuni-
cations is no less important, As we proceed through the 1980s, there will be a further converg-
ence between the technologies of computing and telecommunications,

We cannot doubt that the economic and social impact of these concepts will be very signif-
icant, Already, advanced systems of communication are affecting both the layman and the
technician. Complex functions are being performed by people using advanced terminals which
are intended to be as easy to use as the conventional telephone.
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