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Arcasia Declaration 1991
To uphold the rightful place of the Architectural Profession and
Adherence to the International Code of Ethics on Consulting Services

We, members of the Architects Regional Council Asia
(ARCASIA), an organization consistence of 15 national
institutes of architects in the Asian region, and consist-
ent with its objectives particularly in the promotion of
development and education of architects to serve soci-
ety through the highest standards of professionalism,
do hereby declare that ;

1. The practice of the architectural profession may be
undesirably affected as a consequence of increasing glo-
bal and international transactions entered into by our re-
spective countries:

2. There is need to assert in very clear terms the
righrful place of our respective architectural professions
and the concept of professionalism in contrast to and
distinct from trade and service business activity;

3. The definition of the architectural profession and its
practice are embodied in the laws and regulations in our
respective countries and can herein by commonly stated
as the design, documentation, and management of
projects aimed at the creation of spatial environments
for human purposes employing relevant standards in aes-
thetics, sciene, and technology:

In view of all of the above, we formally declare that
we collectively and individually convey to our respective
governments and authorities, and relevant international
agencies, the following;

1. That there is a clear distinction between the practice
of the architectural profession and that of trade and ser-
vice business;

2. That we affirm our adherence to the spirit and intent
of the “International Code of Ethics on Consulting
Services” formulated by ARCASIA in 1981 and approved
and adopted by the Union International des Architects
(UIA)in 1987 which among others defines the roles and
responsibilities of foreign consultants and emphasizes
the rights and obligations of local professionals in the
development of their own countries,

3. The objective of attaining a harmonious working re-
lationship between local and foreign professionals is our
collective aim

APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY ‘ this 2oth day of
September 1991 during the 12th ARCASIA Council
Meeting in Beijing.
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