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An Algorithm for the Edge Coloring Problem
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Abstract

Edge coloring problem is to find a minimum cardinality coloring of the edges of a graph so

that any pair of edges incident to a common node do not have the same colors. Edge colaring

problem is NP-hard, hence it is unlikely that there exists a polynomial time algorithm. We

formulate the problem as a covering of the edges by matchings and find valid inequalities for the

convex hull of feasible solutions. We show that adding the valid inequalities to the linear

programming relaxation is enough to determine the minimum coloring number (¢hromatic index).

We also propose a method to use the valid inequalities as cutting planes and do the branch and

bound search implicitly. An example is given to show how the method works.

LA 2

ZAMEG=(V, )2l 52] 44 (edge coloring)
& #h}el vir)(node)ol q1AF E(arc)Eol A
2 o2 48 Z=E 4% Psh= AL A 2
HZGel 3o Yo Hag Hio A FE G
9] Z2 MR (chromatic index)z}Z &pd x
(GHE Jehdch 39 AAEA= 242G 5
F (G A AHgsle] sk EAlod A
Wt Aol e B4 = 352 A2 QHE
7] o] Fol AAFAE AR A U T

2 o]Fojzl FjleR A 2EF Pz A
g Falo] dgolct,

2 =Gl A shde] eldie] A= gle 29
A42o #H kg (maximum degree)-d AG)ekx
sy (Gr24Grel B4 A]8c}. dusid
shio] virld] 424 35L& AR & AL 1A
o} 3tnZ AX 9 f= MG)E} AL+ §7)
wjRolc). =y £ o] WY 2E5L
22 L o o}E g L (simple graph)zt
s o 7] sk Zohs B AeF st
Vixing{ 10]& o}&-#} z& A=)& F7Ech

He an

© 2 AT 10019E WASAR QAT S SRSAE

* gREled A3



44 i}

16]_

M
P

XTI it

A 1. (Vizing) G7} sbeefl Zelw 4(G)=4
(G) &8 HKG)+1o]th,

Il o e Tejy HG)+ 1748 A
22 AY 7 3 ZEH gy Fel EHA 9
t}. ofell 3}l = Faber, Ehrenfeucht, Kierstead
[3]5 Lovasze} Plummer{7]% #=x317] ulsl
c},

@ Zizf ZellA] Zhze] wicie] <l w8 A
F7} AL 015 Az Z(regular graph)
2t 3o —*ﬁl shte} oldol A4z 5.4 At
kol A58 k-gyFzefZet ot o5 o4
AFst ’5‘4’]";‘“: o MALA7} AgR Ag A
722 Qg S22 Holyer[5]& 3-% 3R] 2o
4 378 Auter 3.8 AY ¢ Je=xE AAF
= #A 7 NP—completesl & 34 3lg] o o]eigt

Atz dutdd dea re) iy 32| 4274
7} NP-hard¢l & Ho5r}.

olefmzt $& HA ]S HopEdlel B
ATEe] AFEUdLen Aoz HAHE o}
o Bel] dhal A A7t v R Aol

Nemhauserg} Park[8]-& 3—741_%:12]}3.01] o =
A HAsE 3t et
o BhHE 1_3&'74]151*501] :qu_- JEA A g
Mg T2 AGAH dr-E 23 o A 4
43l whflolv} 3-AFrezs obd ddbaaql
zo| A A HEslr] S Hol
o] ]:‘_:|.

o] "+ 4= Nemhauser2} Park2] ubgg& o

updQl e Zoll e e A8-3 ¢ 9

=5 shste uehe- AlAlsiaat g

7le

= ¥ Ry

el

2y

2. ¥ %9
2= G=(V, E)ll A B{(Matching)e] A3
WE BEER o)Fol JgE Wtk o

Hu Ay 5o Ay 2 48 x| &

NELE

& ol EM 3 4APA=E o2 »E
Egshe v 35 HAo B9 ApE gopy
2 A7 g g)ch o] 5 AFA YR vy
sepd o3 7| el 5 qloh
2(G)=343 1x
Ax=l
x=098] &=
714 = 17} ji4A Fell Eg=]e] glod o =
1, 287 e a;=00]c}. FA(IP)ollHq 2=
Oolvt 18] gt& A =9 A o] &
2 A @A xv 19 e 22 297 o
L 09 gg 2 "o
2839 4A5A (fractional edge coloring
problem)= 24 (IP)ol) 4] wWgle] Ao} &
e 27 A Aoz ofga o] =
xr(G) =43} 1x
Ax>1
x=0

-t

ﬂJ[‘L

r[r

A

(IF)

= X=

(IP)

A 2. G 2HEG)
(&%) FALP)Y AN EAS B2 HA) 4
dEAA AG)yH e 2t dRAEe] =
g Az 2 2 efejel} Al T e sl
e s 12 3w 0E e susEs A
B 0o gom ol MU EAld diE fbs
7} =i} ze{ae A9Agy sl Aoie] ol ¢
st 2 (G) 2 HG) A7 A=Y
e} 21p(G) >AGYo1 AV F2 (LP)e] &3
&7} Aeaold x(G)E 2F Y 4= 3l
Ad 3. 9t x(G)>AG)eIH (G =AG)+
lolth ulek 4 (G)=HG)e]T (LP)9)
HAH7E Aedfold x(G)=4G)eln).
(29) (P (P)e] dyusiye]|mz y.,
(G)=x(G)2] A7 AP} o] A} A
125 de 3¢ 4% F 9o
a2y 9F W (GY=HG)el2 (LP)2) &3
&7} Azl o 2 e(G)E 2AHE 7§
o} 714 (LP)ol] Bhgwd-& olale] 418 2kshy

o }-t-]



s, 2% 1992, 12

&8 AAF-A 2] 45

& o Al e R A48 S 9 o

3. xo| A chuiAel sl Aded
=]
B

Al
o

oln

24 (IP)e & Aerbsart s £S5
A& (convex hul)E &2 A3 A2}t stz
o]Z P(G)E veplial. Sl «7]e]4 PGt
9] BE AFrded ddxe 9Es (LD
AsAE G EAAAE G 2EAE BoPL
Ry

TR ZGelA st elelel] AFE 352 HA
Mzt kekz skw Go| HEz2l = (subgraph)
£ ste) il AR B8 HAAH k-1
o] 9| AP kol PR EZY S G
12k skt

e H=(U, FleG,.- 0|2 ME (LP)dA
49 xol A9=e e etk S 22w
Ge 2E FEIH= HEG, .o A4

» o] FRONOIOTP R (1)

{i M, F+#}
B P(G)ol disted 27t 2-52tel)
714 (LP)el (1)A1-% tisle] A2 A#AF
¥ E4E (ALR-k)zhz ske =& ghe
AALF k(GYzha st
e 4. 2HZGAA AG) =k}t I G =
o} AAF7t k+19 D2 3E2AE yae
—«(G)>ke|ch
(F9) 2@z G &9 AAert k+1e|AvE ¢
awr—x(G)=kzbz 713k x(G)=k+1ejBE
(ALP-k)9 BE == nigpalofo} gt
o7jAd (ALP-k)9] Al <] @ ze
shte] W xel AdsEe & ME GIA AlAR
o}, golgls e =S Glolabste AHG ) =k—1
o] ¥t utel 23R gdrjd GollA] o= wlf v
o olRE 54 A7) ke]Ash #F Mo 152

voll A2 A ¢2 njg] vz} Ea§ck. (ALP-k)
o] 7hgslo A shie] wie] vel AA s #H2 &
2} gre] #Ag kejo} HEE wir] ve] A& 7
o] gt} ¥ M oke] @& HEE xwe-lG)
7} kEroh vk 28] ven o] 71Ae] dE
L)

o714 G4 39 YA k—1lovt k) s
o}, gkt G 47} k—leolgpd = Ml 3t
vie| Ag el ke ez GE A 9
2x o]z 7Hdel HF Eooirh.

G’ 9 AA 7} kel G =Hdd (H2L o
Aol A7) bS] @42 oldulel @A)
e e 7led7t o BE AR F o gt
Z 7P de mgeloh

e R "hek yae«(GY>kojdE x(G)2
xaur-x(G) >ko| B2 Vizing2] Aeled] A3 y(G)
=k+10|c},

A 4= G HA5E AN HuAM=
(ALP-k)uke €9 o= 7-¢ el grh
Nemhausers} Park?) d7ddlA= G7} 3341
] zel Bl Wl (ALP-k)E F& v
A BAle] HHe o] WAL Fals vy
S Alotstm glont UukHql 2 Zo] M=
o] & F= Aol A @t TAH2E (ALP-k)
A (1AS Agstr] Haldes om 3 2
Az7h (AL AFE T ASAE doto} st
0|5 gia gH=E (1)4e AFrt UF e
5 gl7] w2l °lF ©} I3 FAE Erie
5 Aolx}. dhie] A (DA A Al
dlA (ALP-k)E #3 o] o 7 A4S D=
2717 e (1)4E Zobd AF sl r3z
A AFAau S AE ik (149 A
= FI3DR o) g HHE & uHEA o2 AFR3
| A A3 fFastAl BB g o

old (1)4 Fo] (ALP-k)&} A5 7hEA]
A e 54 Zepl7] I8 A 48 F9
e o Ahgd S gAdes AHLed 9l



46 o

s
A

i G B A

ch. & (ALPk) & B4 F¢ 23 595 3
o] AG)ek 2 izt A7k obdef < e #
= 928 #F ME Ad3lo o)F G4 Az
G2 Zd=E Glelatr sha old HG)=4
(G)—1lo] 5|28 wiel 78] dz]47t AG)olwd
G & ¢ubsl (D)AE A8 F2, HG)—1o]1
G'& HG)—1719] Y& Apgale] Azl A A=
2 Mell = osute] AL el GE HGHY
Mg AMEste] Y gl z es o
7|4 maximum degree7} GHc} 3k} #-& 2z

L deleg

o g zo] AAFAZE Folor ¥t ojeld
A2 Afs] e Fele] A maximum
degreezl 28 797bx] 2 =7} Aol 4= glo

Pl o] gz A7t Felg Ale]E(cycle) 7t 2
(path) &2 7Yk 227} AFaje| 35w
AEaker FANe] glom of 279 Aoz
ARG oola vbef Farato]Fe] EAshz At
= = FFAtel S-S sk ol 39 def dg
stz (H4As 78 5 sloh

ol2]gh #H L& (ALPK)ol4 x=18 2347
A Fe A 2on Ay EAE 57
sl EXFAEE e o x =1 AfE 7
stz M2 ke & 9ok

g Goel 23 (DAS (ALP-k) tiste]
chal A o) HAH SHgg gho]l AHG)st 3t
oid olaf x,=0o]ejelut dtr}, o]z GE HG)7A
o] Ag AHgsted Aspr] YadE F ME AME
H S vepdoh & o) x, =04 ¥AHA
o] FA G shgES vehiin

s (ALP-K)E 271948l (D)4 o
] 42 A s SARe2 ¥
2 *FE—S}% ol thste] Asiein). 2#h
2 g Abgslel 71 99

-
-
I
=
n.]ru
ru1h
_|E.

Ae 713l Fol& WrE FAAsol hi=d|
(ALP-k)oll A= 24 Aprt aaljze] Z776 o}
2t AFEAe g FrlERE 7 d9) AE 274
(ALP-lkyell A 4 ¢}, 2einz Lo
g 7IA FoE & 9l 9E Aokl o) F
(ALP-k)ol ZE3)7le v AH- + it
°|Eﬁ'} oo gAall.e cutting stock 52
T E.*%Z”—-i "Q%E]‘?dt“ uhlojct. o °ﬂ '331
s =
Fxa}7| wlicl
(ALP-k)ell 2 (1)2]e] Ea3}3] o8
Hell Fo1& T sle &
{(maximum weight matching problem)&
W3 ¢ glok. & (ALP-k)E e
98 o 2 =] ol e = 2
37 @8 wehs WMEHE Yepd W), Yowa 1
old A d& 7IXel EE i) ole w
& Ze 713A R 8l #dig AV EA S &
< o 2HA-s Fho| 1o} T HAHE epy
+ incidence WE]7} 7|2 Eol2 4 gl o]
Hg guigie} uwkF HAHd glo] 1 B 3y
2o ol d=9 #7t AYsla o oA [ AR
12 7 e do] £454] ¥5-& et
kyoll 4] (1)4e] 2% o 714 £
- 7] Sl A= B3 EAE
%Oi‘”]t goh o714 (ALP-k) &
5l E9ic) dh ole it # A
= o sigEe AddEe i
ol ¥ ue Al (ALP-k)ell Zgsle] 9l (104
of s Ay fhel=tar s1A old 7)A ]

- 745 7
< Hog #3754
Foi4
dEE

8
775._"'

i3

ru

Solg 4 Qe 9e e e BAE Bl
22 4 2ok
(PR} z{w, u) =max EE WY +Z‘, UrAy
ex
}ggl E.% T W e (2)
ecv)
S y<z(1S1-D
e <Ets)



s, Fol 1992 12

zo| RAFA 4 A4 47

BE 25 A SV (3)
— 2 ¥.<0

ecF

B2E AMY B2
{0, 1}

EE AeE R gejz H=(U, F)
v.=1{0, 1} »E ecE

B oaelE H=(U, F) evererennns (4)

4714 & (V)& vid ve}h whie 559 e
Hepllm E(S)& &9 4 Bvlt)rt 25 o)
A Sel) 23h=]e] gl 389 Age Jepich

(PR} A8 $3}4] 2 (LPR)olgkz )7} o=
(PR)elA #r) o]l Ao} Hlhe 22 dj4)
o] 0], O<y. <12 27 3} #HeZ o}
£ AEYS g e ARgsi FA it 24 (3)
e zAsA g AESHs wple 88w ¢
w7 A gkl (3)4e] BAtsh=RE
ZArsled Suke 41& 23 tisie] s él-e—iﬂ
£ ugg AMsle] o] 233} aA i o
g e HA| RAE Fod ajyes )H-El
gk AR W8-S Grotschel® Holland[6],
Padberg2} Rao[9]%- #t=z3}7] ujgicl,

(PR)elA (4)A13 ¥ 77} 9le A% ol &
A3t AAZEAE el 23e] o] o] 2§
o dgealg 4 oA Y S 9de 5 9l
the o) 47 A QltH(Edmonds[2]). J8|eg
o] L& (1)4e] ¢S #ZF 7IAZ B8 A%
Ared AMEE 5= gl

z{w, u)E (LPR)®] 2 = gtola}l 3z} =t}
z(w, uy=lej®d (ALP-k)eo|4 7)A2 Se]& 4
A dL EAEA] dw WA &7 HAo|
1=

z(w, u) > 1o 2R 9AW-S g3l #9 gt
o] 18c} & Al & 3o} o158 7]|A 2 Eol&
e 92 AHEAY £& g(w, u}s 1S B
A Aol (ALP-k)2| &7} HAds HolA o
©h

3. o A

AllA A7 e [23 119 097 29
Zof] Hgsf B=F szl [ 119 Foizl 1
@ Z= Petersen Z2f 2o 3h}e] @@ (perfect
matching) & H8l9 d—AFaAZL e Aol
ok o8zl F5E el, el0, ell, el5, el8e]r}.
Petersen Zejs 3—AFel Toluir Fo) 4
ASE do)c. THER oA7le| shiel sz
tsle] L. afze 35 Ak 4749 4
o] 2w 578 o] WRAE Pohie A

& golgle Yoloh. oA} Be AFaNzE
Al Bez Dal] daaiz hBe] AHeE 2
2 @9 Ao YRR AYHES 3o
o (2)4ellA 254 Al Sl ARRslEE
gAAE g e gl

of 7|4 LRA R S s dgA Ay 2 A5
Y FAE F=dl+= Lindost XMP/ZOOM%_
ARgsig ot

WA (LPYE FolBx g3} & 10749 7

off 2] xr(G) =47} Hch

Mi={el, e8, el2, el§, e17} x =05
M,={e3, €7, €10, el3, el5} %X, =0.25
Mi={ed, 5, e8, el§, 219} X, =0.5
M, = {e3, e6, €9, eld, e20} x,=0.75
M;={e2, &7, ell, el6, 19} x=0.5
M;={el, 10, ell, el5, el8} %s=0.25
M. ={e2, e6, el2, el5, 18} x=0.25
My={el, e9, el2, el3, el4) % =0.25
M,={e4, 5, el0, el3, el7} x,=0.5
M= {e2, €7, ell, el5, e20} %, =0.25

sy (G)=40]7 #i7} A7t opog



48

P T A

(2@ 1] o™ 4=

)& AHY 5 vk 9714 s3] HgE
o Ze B ME 3 g 3 EE GTol
2t 3tz G'of el oA (LPYE &4 #Art
grolj A AbgEr 10788 #E st xe(G)=
3.250) 1 Fof sshe AWATES UL wa
=0.25, w., =0.75, wu=0.75, w.0e=025, wa =
0.25, was= 0.75, was=0.25, WA A
E9 ghe 022 Foizeh xp(G)>30]| B8 F
o] Adpdpg o I G'of EEH AT b
ANz ste] Halr) FAS W M, ={eZ, o7, el
el3, e15}8] gto] 152 A2 7|H2 Sl
Atk # Mg (LP)oll ojale] oA H = slaig
HA FHgpgle] 300l e xi=x=x6=
x=xy=x,=0.5, oS A5 g O] HArl.
1o(G) =303 H|AFH S AR A 9
B Mg GrolA AAsrE 272 Ale)F Ci={es,
ed, el0, elb, el9}, C,={eb, €7, ell, eld,
el8)o] @7 Bt C, € BF E5 Alo]& o|=

2 A7) 3olch Coll Y@

H T x]

T X tXatXs

+xFx+Xetxp+xn 23S Gof dlFH{LP)el
sl o) Hz3 sl e 3.4, AdET
ZHe W= W= Wa=Wer = Was = Wuar=0.2, =
0.8¢] #Ac}. o] AulFghe 7HRAR e (PR)
& 4 A M,={el, e8, el2, el5, el8}2] Fke)
142 1Hr} 308 =] (LP)E 71A« £
g Yt

Mpoll #1935 92 (ALP-3)4 sl o4
FAslaPd HAHPE 30T e =x=xe=1,
g Hpgte 0o] fok & M, M, Mu# 3744
SAzeF YAl 1M zE RAY ol 7]
off afolA} AAR ME AHgEh 4709 2= &

o T xE FAY F U ¢ 7 A
a2 ¥ 4
[1] V. Chvatal, Linear Programming,

Freemar, (1983).



Biafe, 229 1002 12

Zo) AAFA S 49

[2] J. Edmonds, “Maximum matching and a
polyhedron with 0-1 vertices,” J. Res. Nai. Bur.
Standard Sect B 69, pp.125-130 (1965).

[3] V. Faber, A. Fhrenfeucht and H.A.
Kierstead, “A New Method of Proving Threor
ems on Chromatic Index,” Los Alamos National
Laboratories LA-UR, pp.82-661
(1981).

[4] P. C. Gilmore and R.E.Gomory, “A linear

programming approach to the cutting—stock

Preprint,

problem,” Operations Research 11, pp.849-859
(1961}.

{5] LHolyer, “The NP-Completeness of Edge
Coloring,” STAM Journal on Computing 10, pp.
718-720 (1981).

{61 M. Grotschel and O. Holland, “Solving
Matching problems with linear programming”,
Math. Programming 33, pp.243-259 (1985),

[7]1 L. Lovasz and M. D, Plummer, Metching
Theory, Akademiai Kiado, (1986).

[8] G. L. Nemhauser and S. Park, “A
Polyhedral Edge
Operations Research Letiers 10, pp.315-322
(1991).

[9] M. W. Padberg and M. R. Rao, “Odd
minimum cut sets and b-matchings,” Math,
Oper. Res. 7, pp.67-80 (1982).

{10] V. G. Vizing, “On an Estimate of the
Chromatic Class of a p-Graph,” Diskretnw

Approach to Coloing,”

"Andliz 3, pp.25-30 (1964).



