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Abstract

The purposes of the study were 1) to extend the cognitive categorization theory in an attempt
to explain the of garment category, fashionability, and wearer’s body types on impression
formation, and 2) to find out structures of wearer’s impressional dimension and wearer’s
professional image.

The research included a quasi-experiment and survey. The experimental design was a 2*full
factorial design of 3 independent variables. The experimental materials developed for the study
were a set of stimuli and a response scale. The stimuli consisted of 8 drawings made by 3
independent variables (garment category, fashion level, wearer’s body type).

Result were as follows: 1) Garment category, fashionability and wearer’s body type had
significant effects on impression of the 5 factors-evaluation, potency, appearance, sociability
and good-bad, with exception of wearer’s body type which was nonsignificant to the potency
factor. 2) Garment category was most effective on the evaluation and the potency. However
wearer’s body type was most effect on the appearance factor and fashionability variable was
most effective on the good-bad factor. It was conclued that the results supported the cognitive
categorization theory on impression formation and a cognitive categorization hypothesis of

clothes.
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