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=Abstract=

Fine Needle Aspiration Cytology of Secretory Carcinoma of
the Breast
- A case report -

Chang-Won Ha, M.D., Jae-Soo Koh, M.D., Na-Hye Myong, M.D.,
Kyung-Ja Cho, M.D., and Ja-June Jang, M.D.

Department of Anatomic Pathology, Cancer Center Hospital

Secretory carcinoma is a very rare tumor of the breast, having characteristic histol-
ogic findings. A cytologic study of a secretory carcinoma is presented. The smears
were abundant in tumor cells which were arranged in loosely adherent or large tight
clusters in clear background. The individual cells were round or oval, monomorphic,
and had abundant eosinophilic cytoplasm. The cytoplasm showed distinct borders and
single or fine vacuolization. The nuclei were peripherally located, oval, and vesicular
with small prominent nucleoli. As in histology, the cytologic features were so character-
istic that a diagnosis of secretory carcinoma could be made by ctyologic study only.
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Fig. 1. Gross photograph of the tumor, showing good circumscription, and yellowish white,

and slightly myxoid cut surface.
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Fig. 2. The tumor was histologically composed of sheets of large or oval vacuolated epithelial celis
with many eosinophilic secretory globules (H&E, X 100).
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Fig. 3. Aspirate of the tumor, showing cellular smear with large vacuolated cells in loosely adherent
clusters (Papanicolaou, X50).

Fig. 4. Prominent cytoplasmic vacuoles within tumor cells contain eosinophilic secretory material
(Papanicolaou, x100).
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Fig. 5.
present (Papanicolaou, X 200).
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Finely vacuolated cytoplasm and peripherally located round to oval vesicular nuclei are
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