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Abstract

The objective of the study is to review the research materials for menarche including general
characteristics of target population surveyed, mca:n age of subject, menarche experience rates of the
subject and mean age at menarche, and to analyze secular trends of age at menarche in Korea from
1935 to 1992.

The results of the study summarized as follows;

1. The range of age in the target pulation for menarcheal research was mainly 10-29 age groups,

and most of them were middle, high school girls and collez- students.

2. There was positive relationship among mean age at menarche, level of menarche experiences
rates and mean age of the subject(P<0.01). .

3. In the relationship between the mean age at menarche and the level of menarche experience
rate of the subject, the subject of study with higher menarche experience were more likely to
be higher mean age at menarche than those with lower menarche experience rates. In case of
menarcheal experience rates at 75-90 percent among the subject, the values of moue and
median were more close to the actual mean age at menarche under the assumption tha. all of
the subject had experience menarche.

4. The trends-of age at menarche during 1935-92 were linear decrement: Y=285.93-0.036X in the
whole country and Y=91.35-0.039X in Seoul. The rates of secular diminution in age at
menarche calculated to be about 4.3 months per decade in the nation-wide, and 4.6 months in
Seoul during the periods.

* A-gulshn <l-7ol el T4
* % Agrdtw RAgRLd



5. To analyze the secular trends in menarcheal age, the researcher should set up criterians
including the range of age in target population, the level of menarcheal experience rate and

the regional characteristics.
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