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A Study on the Career Decision—Making Patterns
of Fisheries High School Students

Kwang-Chun PARK
(Wando Fisheries High School)

1, Purpose of the study :
This study was to investigate and analyse the career decision making patterns of students, which would
enhance vocational guidance activities for the students.
The specific purposes of the study are as follows.

1) To find how much the fisheries high school students are satisfied with the school.

2) To find out the factors which would influence the fisheries high school students in their career decision
making.

3) To find out the person who plays the most important role in the career decision making of the students

4) To find out the patterns of behavior taken by the fisheries high school students in their career decision-
making.

2. Hypotheses:

The following hypotheses were tested for this study.

1) There would be significant differences in the extent of school-satisfaction, depending on the class level
and major.

2) There would be significant differences in the value criterion with which the fisheries high school
students make decisions on their careers, depending on the grades, majors, and the levels of school-
satisfaction.

3) There would be significant differences in the human factors which affect their decision-making on their
career, depending on the class levels, majors, and the levels of school satisfaction.

4) There would be significarit differences in the patterns of behavior they take when they make decisions
on their careers depending on the grades, majors and the levels of school satisfaction.

3. Methods of the study:
For the verification of the above hypotheses, a questionaire was developed by the researcher, and the
questionaire was answered by the total 440 students from three fisheries high schools, located in the rural
and urban areas, out of 8 fisheries high schools in Korea.
The questionaire was composed of two major parts: school-satisfaction (10 items) and career decision-
making patterns (39 items).
The career decision-making patterns include 16 value criterion items, 10 human category items, and 13
behavior category items.

4, Results of the study:

1) School satisfaction;

There was no significant difference in school satisfaction depending on the class level and major.
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2) Value criteria;

a) Almost of the fisheries high school students think that the potential for advancement, job security,
and salary are important factors for their job. ‘

b) The seafarer-students rated the salary, prestige of the occupation and leadership to be important than
the nonseafarer-students. The nonseafarer-students rated the stabilization of their livelihood and
opportunity to use their creative ideas than the seafarer-students.

¢) The students unsatisfied with their school emphasize the working environment, variety of work
duties and leisure more than the satisfied ones.

3) Human factors:

a) The fisheries high school students are affected most by their homeroom teachers, major teachers and
their parents, but they are less influenced by their counselor.

b) The seniors are more affected by their friends or classmates than the freshmen, and especially
seafarer-students are more affected by major teachers.

¢) The persons, who are working in the occupation they are interested in, exert more influence on
unsatisfied students than class-teachers do.

4) Behavior patterns;

a) Most of them want test their abilities.

b) The nonseafarer-students and seniors tend to depend on their own intuitions.

¢) The seafarer-students, the freshmen, and the satisfied with their school tend to discuss with other
persons, and the unsatisfied tend to be influenced by the information that they collect for themselves.



