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<ABSTRACT>

This paper aims to explore the rhythmic phenomena of standard Korean by an
experimental phonetic method. A total of 16 informants taking part in this
experiment were divided into four groups: old males(OM) and old females(OF) in
their fifties and young males(YM) and young females(YF) in their twenties. The
informants were asked to read speech data consisting of two ryhthmic units,
each of which began with a stressed syllable with a long wowel, Starting
with the frame / 'ma:l ’'ma:nta /, the first rhythmic unit was expanded up
to five syllables in all while keeping the second rhythmic unit constant with
a view to investigate the pattern of increase in the interstress time

interval. The results of this study are as follows:

1. There is a considerable differnce between young and old generations with
respect to the duration of interstress interval. The young generation tends to
speak faster than the old generation. This observation is supported by
difference in the interstress intervals as exhibited by OM(389.66), OF(473),
™(275.55), YF(285.83) in the test frame ™4 Wr}” [’'ma:l 'ma:ntal.

2. Young and old generations showed a different tendency in the increase rate
of duration between mono-syllables and polysyllables. In other words, the
rhythm of young generation shows the tendency of syllable-timed language
whereas that of old generation clearly leans towards the stressed-timed

language.
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<X - 2> Total Duration & Ratio

Type | Syl.num. oM OF YM YF

vV | 1(1:1) | 389.660(1) 473.000(1) 275.550(1) 285.830(1)

V| 2(2:1) | 420.667(1.08) | 487.333(1.03) | 373.527(1.36) | 360.222(1.26)

V| 3(3:1) | 586.227(1.50) | 714.556(1.51) | 512.333(1.86) | 559.000(1.96)

V | 4(4:1) | 717.867(1.84) | 878.222(1.85) | 667.067(2.42) | 742.889(2.60)

V | 5(5:1) | 864.200(2.22) | 1055.00(2.23) | 786.067(2.85) | 873.667(3.06)
cv | 1(1:1) | 389.660(1) 473.000(1) 275.550(1) 285.830(1)
CV | 2(2:1) | 456.133(1.17) | 558.000(1.18) | 392.667(1.43) | 418.778(1.47)
CV | 3(3:1) | 646.867(1.66) | 774.000(1.64) | 577.400(2.10) | 642.444(2.25)
CV | 4(4:1) | 831.200(2.13) | 932.667(1.97) | 728.067(2.64) | 791.556(2.77)
CV | 5(5:1) | 963.267(2.47) | 1104.778(2.12)| 859.067(3.12) | 995.222(3.48)
CVC | 1(1:1) | 389.660(1) 473.000(1) 275.550(1) 285,830(1)
CVC | 2(2:1) | 512.267(1.31) | 629.444(1.33) | 472.267(1.71) | 488.222(1.71)
CVC | 3(3:1) | 694.867(1.78) | 831.778(1.76) | 628.400(2.28) | 686.444(2.40)
CVC | 4(4:1) | 842.333(2.16) | 988.556(2.09) | 784.600(2.85) | 830.000(2.90)
CVC | 5(5:1) | 1024.60(2.63) | 1165.889(2.26)| 914.733(3.32) | 1000.00(3.50)
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<{E - 3> CVC-total & OLD vs, YOUNG

Type | Syl.num, 01d Group Young Group { Total Dur. (Ratio)
CVC | 1(1:1) | 410.49(1) 279.66(1) 337.81(1)

CVC | 2(2:1) | 559.33(1.36) | 478.25(1.71) 518.79(1. 54)
CcvC 3(3:1) | 746.21(1.82) | 650.15(2.32) 698.18(2.07)
CVC | 4(4:1) | 897.16(2.19) | 801.63(2.87) 849.39(2.51)

CVC | 5(5:1) | 1065.45(2.60)| 934.20(3.34) 1012.33(3.0)
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Syl.Num, \Lang. [KOREAN {SPANISH [GREEX  |ENGLISH
1:1 1 1 1 1
2:1 1.54 1.68 1.46 1.35
3:1 2.07 2.36 1.96 1.72
4:1 2.51 2.72 2.52 1.86
5:1 3.0 3.22 | 2.99 2.18
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