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A Study on Foundation Methods of Ancient Structures
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Abstract

In this study the foundation methods which our ancestors, through a historical age as
early as three kingdom’s period, adopted for their civil structures and buildings have been
reviewed by investigating the discovered relics.

It is shown that they already, from about 2000 years ago, had applied various foundation
techniques considering the structure types and the foundation soil conditions.

The ancient foundation methods are categorized as artificially laid alternating soil and
boulder layers under heavy structures, compacted soil base under wide loaded area, stone
column under pillars of buildings, stacked long stone footing for special buildings such as
palace buildings, and piling for bridges, They are analyzed with respect to current foun-
dation techniques.
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