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Individual Variations in the Code of the International Classification
of Disease for Similar Outpatient Conditions among

General Practitioners
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The code of the International Classification of Disease(ICD) is seriously questioned on its
effectiveness in identifing an independent disease entity from similar conditions at general
practitioner’s offices. This study has attempted to show individual coding variations in ICD
for similar ambulatory care conditions,

It has been assumed that a following outpatient visit is regarded as the same kind of visit
owing to the same disease if a visit to the different source of care would be made within an
interval of less than two days. The ‘D’ health insurance association was selected for this
analysis, The ‘D’ association had 153 298 members and made claims of 642 605 outpatient
care in 1990, Out of the total outpatient claims, 8 6%(55, 102 claims) were counted as the
same disease which could meet the above assumption,

Percent of conditions classified as the 10 leading causes of frequent visits which were
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matched accurately to the subsequent ICD diagnostic code found to be 15.8% on the
average, The URI was noted for the highest concurrence rate of 20,4%. This proportion
was even decreased to 11,6% on the case of chronic disease,

Despite the fact that the assumption underlying the defimtion of the above same disease
Is rather rough and inappropriate, this study reveals that the code of ICD currently in use

has weaknesses in seperating a certain independent disease from similar conditions at the

outpatient setting Thus, efforts need to be elaborated to meet the need of a new system
of classification for conditions and diseases encountering at ambulatory care,
Key Words . Individual Variations in the ICD Codes, Need for a New System of Classification

Jor Ambulatory Care, Outpatient Conditions Among General Practitioners
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T 1847] olF FEIE ARIEF Wl et =97t A%=EL, 19472l Far, Bertillon 5
9 =gof fgle] AR o= Hr FUH EFY ARIZFHAE 7HIA =Hrh(Last, 1986,

HAE, 1990).

old YL 1A AANAFE A A} 22 o] MAR7| o oJs) ASEAL AR}
A ASHR Sk, A4 AAAHeE AgHT Qe IYERFAAE  ICD-Y(Internationd
Classification of Diseases-Ninth revision) 2241, 1975 AlA|RA7}2] Q718 wigron 19774
FE AR ARE R Y dAle 103 ARG o] HEE T Q.

oj9f 22 AW ARIY ERAAE ASoE ARITHE £/817] gt 1ebE AHolglo, 1948
39 620 ol F ARRlel Efet B WAoAe] AYRFE AHEE & T E TAHAHTH(Last,
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TUE 2 AR ERAAY FoAol ZxHT Qv Ui E 193835 A4z A
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rlr

A Ageta 9l AL ICD-92 HEo 2 & S7HE AYARIEFOITHAHA 7Y, 1979),
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