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{ABSTRACT)

This study investigated how different relationships the family has with its social
networks by social class. Among research families’ primary social networks, the
wife’s relatives are the most, the neighbor the second, the husband’s relatives the
third, and the church (or other religious groups) the fourth. Social class does not
make any difference in what social network is the family’s primary social network.

When the husband or the wife participates in a social network, he or she tends
to participate alone without his or her spouse. When the husband’s educational
level is high, the wife tends to participate in her alumni association alone. When
the husband is in a professional or a white-collar occupation, he is likely to socialize
with his work associates alone. On the contrary, when the family income gets high,
the husband tends to bring his wife to his alumni association.

When looking for a job, most husbands and wives do not resort to a social
network for help. Lower-class people are more likely to obtain jobs through their
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social networks compared to higher-class people. That is, the lower one’s educational
level, one’s occupational status, or the family income is, the more likely one gets
help from some social networks in searching jobs.
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