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(Abstracts)

The purpose of this study was to identify general characteristics of social lifespaces
in Korean family houses and to investigate the changes in physical aspects and room
functions of social lifespaces from Yi-dynasty to the present. The documentary
research method was used for this study. Total of 972 out of 1,109 floor plans were
analyzed for this study.

The major findings were that changes of social lifespaces from Yi-dynasty to the
present have been affected by natural and socio-cultural environments. The changes
in the physical aspects of social lifesapces have shown from one or two social
lifespaces to various single-purpose social lifespaces such as living room, family room,
drawing room, and study room. In the past, the central social lifespaces, Anbang
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{women's quarter) was larger than the living room/Daechung(wooden floor) but the
living room in the present has become a central social lifespaces and larger. The

room function of Anbang has changed from multi-purpose space to private space.

Living room/Daechung had used as a pathway rather than a social lifespaces in the

past but the living room has played many functional roles of family social activities

in the present. The kitchen has also begun to use as a social lifespace. This is a

new symptom that kitchen and dining spaces will be included as a new social

lifespaces.
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