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Screening of Methotrexate-Resistant Strains with High
Thymidylate Synthase Activity

In-Young Kwak*® and Jong Soo Lee
Department of Genetic Engineering, Pai-Chai University, Taejon 302-735, Korea

Abstract— Thymidylate synthase activity from extracts of various methotrexate-resistant strains
was measured by spectrophotometric assay. Methotrexate-resistant strains of Lactobacillus, Pseudo-
monas sp., Micrococcus sp. HS-1, Kiebsillela pnewmonae, Cellulomonas fimi and Serratia marcescens
elevated thymidylate synthase levels, especially, Pseudomonas sp. KL-9 resistant to 107°M methot-
rexate have a 156-fold increase in thymidylate synthase, which suggests that Pseudomonas sp.
is a convenient source of thymidylate synthase. Several methotrexate strains of yeast were tested,
however, their enzyme activity was generally lower than that of bacteria tested.

Keywords ] Methotrexate-resistant bacteria, thymidylate synthase, Pseudomonas sp.

Thymidylate synthase(TS; EC 2.1.1.45)+= deoxyu-
ridine monophosphate(dUMP)Z%-€] deoxythymi-
dine monophosphate(dTMP)S- A 3A sl FA 24
o] uk3-oll 4] 5, 10-methylenetetrahydrofolate-2- 7, 8-
dihydrofolate ©.2 A=A 3R] elAgdslsS A
i

t}& deoxyribonucleotide®} W3HA Az o= Pl
dTMPe} A3 AHo 2 TSe| oajxnt 753}
28 o] uk&E DNA A Sxzdudz o
H23ick. DNAS A £=7b AGAZed vl
Nba] w2 A E Sl e TS 2hg-0] Adels] g4
dTMPY] A& #A|sti DNAS) A& Hpghaini,
tﬂra}/ﬂ RNAs} whilde] Ao x J3ks mjxmz

St o 33 8iAlS) Mol dlM L 2Fe)
F»]Jl‘ildr.“

o] EAE 1979\ 9] 1 Fxot whs Al o]?

TR el B

el o] AxAAR.

345

2rg7)2twh GAES o Wi A7) e ASE A
glon], Zalo o= FAFAA 7S ol &%
AR} FEoMe A APH T ki
gRe] AE FEeldre vhe Fh AR,
28 549 BAAS Ax9 L7 A
QA7 A AgadTel] AP dFHAL

=

o)Z & dsty] $ig ey Ee] XAt 1 F
713 B A Q] gL AlF-S o]43}e] folate antago-
nistql methotrexateMTX) =& 19| FARA S0l
g WAAS fed oy S22 A4E FY AA
3h Wi o)l® B w® FF 7V Lactobacillus ca-

sei®] 735 MTXHWATF= EgFel v 2 &
Aol el FotE, £ AA FAHE AN Eie

ARz o] o]l2HE o] AsA AFEC]
Hyich?

2 Apee &4 49udt T3S A% =2
ir g4 Z2E MTXHATFE Zohled 2
B35 ik L caseiol] ARAA o2 Hgo) &



346 #1 -

Table I—Composition of media and culture condition of strains used in this study

Medium Composition Culture condition

MRS Bacto peptone 10.0g, Beef extracts 10.0g, Yeast extracts 5.0g, Lactobacillus sp. 37C
Glucose 20.0g, Sodium acetate 5.0g, Sedium citrate 3.0g,
KHPO, 2.0g, MgSO, 7H,0 100 mg, MnSO, 50 mg,
D.W 1,000m/ (pH 6.5)

Y™M Yeast extracts 5.0g, Bacto peptone 3.0g, Acetobacter sp. 30T
Mannitol 25.0g, Meat extracts 5.0g, D.W 1,000 m/

NB Meat extracts 10.0g, Bacto peptone 10.0g, Staphlococcus sp.
NaCl 5.0g, D.W 1,000 mi(pH 7.2) Kiebsillela sp. Sarcina sp.

Bacilus sp.(37C)

SCG Yeast extracts 10.0g, Casamino acid 7.5g, Thiobacillus sp.(30T)
KCl 2.0g, Sodium citrate 3.0g, MgSO, 7H,O 20.0g, Serratia sp. Micrococcus sp.
FeCl, 0.023g, NaCl 110.0g, D.W 1,000 mi(pH 7.0) Halobacterium sp. (37C)

LB Tryptone 10.0g, Yeast extract 5.0g, E. coli, 37C
NaCl 10.0g, D.W 1,000 m/

Basal Yeast extracts 0.5g, Glucose 2.0g, NaNO; 1.0g, K,HPO, 1.0g, Cellulomonas sp. 30T

medium KCI 0.5g, MgSO, 7H;O 0.5g, D.W 1,000 m/ (pH 7.4)

Fleish Ext. Beef extracts 10.0g, Bacto peptone 10.0g, Pseudomonas sp. 37C

broth NaCl 3.0g, Na,HPO, 2.0g, D.W 1,000 m!

BHI Calf brains infusion from 200.0g, Beef heart infusion from 250.0g, Streptococcus sp. (37C)
Proteose peptone, Difco 10g, Bacto dextrose 2.0g, Rhizobium sp. (26C)
NaCl 5.0g, Na,HPO, 2.5g, D.W. 1,000 m/ (pH 7.4)

YPD Yeast extracts 4.0g, Bacto peptone 5.0g, Yeasts, 30C

Dextrose 100.0g, D.W 1,000 m/
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Table II—Thymidylate synthase activity of bacteria used in this .study on methotrexate resistancy
. MTX resistancy . MTX resistancy
Strains parents 107°M 100™ 10-*M Strains parents 107°M 10"M 10~°M
Acetobacter aceti 2535 0845 2113 2113* Serrating marcescens 0211 0676 0.843 1.352
KFCC 32409 0.780 0.291 0.681 0.646** KCCM 11880 0160 0.258 0.284 0.404
Bacillus subtilis 5324 0.676 0.676 1775 Streptococcus mutants 0254 0296 0319 0338
CAM 11038 1521 0218 0218 0.538 KCTC 3065 0121 0.211 0.102 0.169
Bacillus cereus 5450 0465 0930 2.028 Thiobacillus ferroxidans 0210  — - -
1557 0.150 0.290 0.596 0032 -~ - -
Bacillus megaterium 5577 1521 2831 2.746 Psedomonas aeruginosa 1268 2535 2.535 5.788
1593 0475 0.835 0.808 IFO 13130 0386 0.773 0.773 1770
Bacillus polymyxa 1211 0951 0.631 - Pseudomonas sp. 2493 3296 2775 2789
ATCC 8523 0.721 0534 0.263 - KL1 0.733 0969 0.793 0.775
Bacillus subtilis 1775 0254 0972 0.592 Pseudomonas sp. 1901 1183 1225 1.056
ATCC 6633 0.538 0.082 0304 0.197 KL-2 0560 0348 0.340 0293
Bacillus megaterium 32 1901 0423 0296 0.225 Pseudomonas sp. 1521 3887 3127 1563
0576 0140 0.134 0.103 KL-3 0447 1143 0.868 0434
Bacillus thuringensis  0.338 0549 0.296 - Pseudomonas sp. 3.634 5.281 - 4.887 4.605
KCCM 11579 0117 0.189 0.092 - KL-4 1069 1553 1277 1245
Cellullomonas fimi 0254 0.718 0.718 0.296 Pseudomonas sp. 0.169 0.380 0.338 0.972
ATCC 484 0077 0221 0.224 0.090 KL-5 0050 0.119 0.106 0278
Cellulomonas cartalyti- — — — — Pseudomonas sp. 0380 0.803 1437 1775
cum ATCC 21681 - - - - KL-6 0.112 0.243 0435 0493
Escherichia coli 0.042 0127 2915 8197 Pseudomonas sp. 1141 0887 0.085 0.169
MC 1061 0.011 0.034 0911 2484 KL-7 0.336 0.261 0.025 0.050
Halobacterium sp. 0216 0.152 - — Pseudomonas sp. 1.352 0465 0.369 0.338
511-2 0.065 0.051 — - KL-8 0398 0.137 0.098 0.097
Kilebsillela aerogens 2451 0930 0803 0.755 Pseudomonas sp. 0211 32914 11492 5197
KCTC 2001 0662 0290 0251 0.143 KL-9 0.066 9.680 3.380 1.528
Klebsillela pneumoniae 0085 0423 0549 2.070 Pseudomonas sp. 17576 20409 17.281 5.281
0.033 0.136 0.177 0.609 KL-10 5170 6.002 5.083 1.553
Lactobacillus 0.254 0338 0549 1437 Pseudomonas sp. 1394 1437 0549 0.887
acidophilus 0.080 0.099 0.162 0423 KL-11 0410 0423 0166 0.269
Lactobacillus delbruchii 0.296 0338  — - Pseudomonas sp. 0507 0.085 0380 0.761
KCCM 11357 0.092 0106 — - KL-12 0.149 0.026 0.115 0230
Lactobacillus casei 0.085 0210 - - Pseudomonas sp. 8.154 25.139 28.646 6.591
0024 0.070 — - KL-13 2265 7.183 8185 1939
Micrococcus sp. 0845 1225 1986 1.986 Pseudomonas sp. 2.62 - - -
HS-1 0241 0395 0621 0.621 KL-14 0.68 - - -
Rhizobium meliloti 0152 0.120 - - Pseudomonas sp. 2197 2.704 3169 1183
ATCC 4399 0.010 0.015 -~ - KL-15 0610 0.751 0905 0.358
Staphylococcus aureus 1268 0423 0.845 1.268 *: TS activity (X107°U) ;
ATCC 65389 0396 0491 0.503 0.507 ** . Specific Activity (U/A280, X107%)
Staphylococcus aurews 0380 0.296 0211 0.169 — : Not detected
0346 0.269 0.176 0.188
Sarcina lutera 4521 0338 1394 1521
1292 0113 0450 0461
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Table III—Thymidylate synthase activity of yeasts
used in this study on methotrexate resis-

tancy
Strains MTX resistancy
parents 10-°M 10~"M 10~°M
Saccharomyces cerevisiae 0929 — - —*
T-71 0249 — - —
% 0.169 0465 2535 2.493
(Sake) No. 7 0.045 0.125 0.724 0.733
z 0110 0105 — —
(Sake) No. 8 0.021 0.010 - -
2 0210 — - -
(Sake) No. 10 0031 - - -
Candida albicans 0.150 0262 0260 -—
IFO 6258 0025 0035 0031 —
Hansenula anomala 0.549 0465 1394 —
KCCM 11473 0.177 0.155 0465 -

*: TS activity (X1073U)
** . Specific Activity (U/A280, X1073%)
— : Not detected
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