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Lyme Disease
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= ABSTRACT=

Lyme diseass, or Lyme borreliosis, is an inlection cavsed by spirohete Borvelia hurgdorfen.
This disease was recognized in Lyme. Conneticut. USA in 1975

The onset of the disease 18 usually heraided by the appearance of a pathognomic skin lesion.
known as ervthema chronicum migrans. and accompanied by flue like or meningits hike symp-
toms. Unless treatment is initiated early. the disease usually disseminated, often resultng cardiac
neurclogic, of joint manifestations. All stages of the disease are usuaily curable by appropriate
antibiotic therapy. and can prevent severe late cardiac, newrologic. and joint complications,

Lyme disease is typically defined by clinical evidence supported by serclogic test. The diagno-
sis require serologic conlitmation of ervthema chronicum migrans. occuring in patient in nonen-
demic countries. Determination of antibody titer against B burgdorfort by enzyme linked tumu-
nosorbent assavi ELISA) currently the most practical diagnostic wst.

Currenily Lyme discase occurs in USAL BEurope, and Auvstralia. it has tecently recognized
in China, Japan, and Soviet Union also. In United States. Lyme disease i most common
vector home infection,

There is no reported case of paticnts with this discase in Korea. But the vector of this disease.
-[xodes ticks- had been identificd 1 Korea. And Korea is gecgraphically closely relared to
China and Japan where Lyrme discase is already reported. We expect first case of Lyme diseasc
could be reported in near Rotwree

We review the clinical manifestations and diagnostic method of Lyme discase.
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