EEREFEE 80(4) © 369~378. 1991.
Jour. Korean For. Soc. 80(4) : 369~378. 1991.

BARAERS hEM FIMO E
EREFRBM REHFR Wt EF

B & &
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ABSTRACT

Major statutory nature protection areas include Nature Parks, Nature Reserves, Nature Ecological System
Protected Areas, Biosphere Reserves, Nature Protected Forests, Wildlife Sanctuaries, and Protection For-
ests with total area of 1, 124, 000 ha. These protected areas cover almost 189 of the forested area. The number
of visitors of NPs reached over 33 million per year with sharp increasing rate over the years. To protect the
deteriorated hiking trails and camp grounds caused by overuse, two management policies have been im-
plemented : cooking prohibition and natural rest rotation system. While prohibition of cooking is based on the
fact that most of the solid wastes in nature parks are leftovers of cooking, natural rest rotation system is
mainly for rehabilitation of deteriorated areas by natural processes. The system has closed 47 trails(in 27
mountains) throughout the country since January 1991, which is scheduled to continue 3 years. Due to the lack
of accumulated scientific knowledge on how, when and where to close, application of the system leaves much
to be desired. This paper discusses the current efforts to protect the natural resources for recreational use and

suggests future directions for an effective policy implementation.
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