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On the Matter and Form of Landscape

—by the case of the Grotto Sokgulam —

Jung, Ki-Ho

Department of Landscape Architecture,
Sung Kyun Kwan University

ABSTRACT

In this paper, based on the thought of the place, I tried to define the meaning of the place and
interprete its landscape. The landscape of the mt, Toham with its Grotto-temple "Sokgulam" is the
major object of it,

The “matter and form” of the Sokgulam realizes the archetypal meaning of the grotto, birth or
place of the birth, in a concrete picture. The aesthetics of the Sokgulam, the matter and form in
the work of arts, comes out light harmonious with the elements: “grotto”, the new foreign element
of the architectural style and “orientation”, the old domestic one of the Shilla that presented itself
at the Chomsongdae, a kind of observatory.

The interrelation of the old and new elements in work of the Sokgulam shows us also a thought
as an opinion of the transference to say: the matter of the traditional subject, “orientation”, must
be refreshed by the form of the modern architectural style of “grotto” and the form makes the ab-
stract matter concretely in sight, by receiving the natural happening of the sunrise at the winter
solstice.
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