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A Study on Work and Family Life of Married Female Production Workers
and Policy Implications(1)
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{ABSTRACT)

The study examines work and family life of married women employed in a
manufacturing industry. Data were gathered from the use of face-to-face interview
method from a sample of 230 married working women.
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The major findings of this study can be summarized as follows:

(1) Most of the respondents found the work repetitive and unappealing, with the
double burden of a paid work and housework. Thus, it is necessary for the government
to implement social policies for married working women, such as establishment of
various child care centers, part-time jobs, and dissemination of egalitarian sex-role
attitudes.

(2) More than half of the respondents were born in rural areas and immigrated to
the urban sectors, forming a nuclear family structure. Most of these women were
married with love, but some of them could not have a marriage ceremony because
of the economic reasons. Thus, it may be necessary to increase the service centers
to offer a free marital ceremony.

{3) About 30% of the respondents answered they left their preschool aged children
unattended, after dismissing from a kindergarden on a private institution. It was
shown that working women, even though they were in charge of child-rearing, did
not have an effective mechanism to control or protect their childeren while they were
away from home. Most of them frequently used material compensations form their
children in order to make up their absence at home.

(4) It was found that the strategy for working women to decrease a dual-role
conflict is to make a hierachy on the work they have to do and to do only basic

housework for everyday life and to do the rest of work on a off-day.
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