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Fig. 2. Midventricular transverse slice of the heart
from a calf that was euthanatized 4 days after oral
administration of 40mg of monensin/kg has dissemi-
nated pale areas of myocardial necrosis.

Fig. 3. Midventricular transverse slice of the heart in
Figure 13 shows a pale yellowish-white zone of
myocardial necrosis diffusely involving the outer
third of the right ventricular free wall.
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Fig. 4. Severe diffuse sarcoplasmic vacuolation of
myocytes in a section of left ventricular myocar-
dium from a calf give 40mg of monensin/kg 1 day
previously. Plastic embedded, toluidine blue stain;
X 400.

Fig. 5. Longitudinally incised left veniricle has multi-

ple pale areas of necrosis apparent on the cut sur-
face at left. This calf was given 40mg of monen-
sin/kg 4 days previously.

Fig. 7. Section of right ventricular myocardium
from a control calf shows normal longitudinally
aligned cardiac muscle cells. Plastic embedded,
toluidine blue stain; X400.
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Table 1. Monensin Complaint Summary

Species - Number of complaints(thru 1983) :

Chicken 84
Cattle 89
Horses 18
Sheep 13
Swine

Rabbits 2
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Fig. 6. Left ventricular myocardium has numerous dark
necrotic cardiac musele cells; many necrotic fibers
have dense transverse bars of hypercontraction
bands. Diffuse sarcoplasmic vacuolation is present.
This calf was given two 40mg doses of monen-
sin/kg at 2 and 9 days previously. Plastic embed-
ded, toluidine blue stain; X400.
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1. Monensin Diagnostic Manual, Elanco Products Company,
A Division of Elililly and Co., 740 South Alabama st In-
dianapolis, Indiana 46285.

2. John, F. Van vleet, er, cl:Ameu Vet R. & S. (1983)44
(8) 1 1469~1475.
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Mechanical error blame:

By CHRISTIANE BIAMONTE
Bt Writer

WASHINGTON TOWNSHIP — A
mechaaical mallunction caused
Monensin, an antibiotic noermally
added to cattle and chicken feed, 10
contaminate a batch uof horse feed
that killed 19 thorusighbreds at Nar-
rowbrook Farm here and sickened
as many 20 horses siatewide, the
feed's mapufacturer confirmed yes-
terday.

The maltunction occurred in an
air-powered’ sliding gate thal dis-

penses Monensin at the Inter-County
Feeds plant in Woodridge, N.Y, said
Richard Arnold, a spokesinan f{or
Agway Inc., which is based in Syra-
cuse, N.Y.

“A batch of poultry feed was run-
ning, and the operator hit the but-
ton for the slide, which operates on
a vacuum principle,” Arnold said.
“The operator }.eard the rush of air
release, which signaled to him that
everything was proceeding normal-
Iy

But the Monensin did not spill
through into the chicken feed at
that time. Instead, the malfunciion-

ing gate caused the antibiotic to be
released three batches later, when
horse feed was being processed, Ar-
noid said.

“The reason why we say three
batches is because it's customary in
the feed business to run other batch-
es of feed between poultry and
horse feed to purge the system,” Ar-
nold said. "That way, any Moaensin
that does get into the feed is mini
mal.”

A STICKY VALVE might have
prevented the Monensin from
dumping when it should have, Ar-

nold said.

“The Inter-County plant is the
only one of our 22 plants that does
not have the safety mechanism
which would prevent this sort of
thing from happening,” he said. “At
the other plants, a light would flash,
indicating the Monensin did not go
through when it should have. The
mechanism actually shuts down the
line.”

The Inter-County plant has been
closed until the safety mechanisins
have been instalted, Arnold said.

"We want to make sure this never
happens again.” he said.

horse feed

Also yesterday, Agway offis
confirmed that the contamin:
feed had spread to Knockeen Far
a boarding stable in Rockleigh, )
gen County.

Jeflt Kaminsky, another spo
men for Agway, said at least hal
the 40 thoroughbred horses
Knockeen had become sicke,
from eating the tainted feed.

“WE KNOW that there was st
of the feed there, and that sonn
the horses ate the feed,” he s
“There are a lot of children and {
Hies involved with this. We're len
them know we'll do what need
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