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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to suggest an improvement proposal for colors in urban environment with special regard
to the surface color and their situations of apartment buildings in Seoul. For this goal, 167 cases of different color types
of apartment buildings were surveyed. And, the survey was performed in the view of color by areas, by localtion, by
builder, byvpaint year, by built year, by appearance of building, and by surface texture to prove the influencing factors on
the surface colors. These collected data anayzed and compared with the existing studies 1o find out the changing trend of
colors.

The results are as follows:

1) The use of neutral gray(26.4%) and warm color(YR, Y, GY; 56.4%)were dominant and the usage trend of higher
‘value'(87.4%) and lower ‘saturation’(73.0%)was obvious. Especially, the use of PB and P was noticeable.

2) In comparing the existing studies, the changing trend in the surface color pattern was found. That is, neutral gray was
used dominantly in 1970's, warm color(YR, Y)in the middle of 1980’s. In the end of 1980’s, warm color were also
used dominantly same as before and GY, PB, P were used noticeably with some rising tendency of higher ‘value’ and
lower ‘saturation’ was obvious.

3) The results of analysis by localtion shows that the different color groups might exist in Seoul city. Neutral gray and
YR were dominant in zone I. Warm colors(YR, Y, GY)were prevailed in zone II, IlI, V. In zone V, many colors were
evenly used. In zone VI, middle values at warm color were dominant. Progressively, these color groups with further
study could be considered in the color management in urban environment possibly. ’

4) Surface color of apariment buildings were different from their builders.

5) Concerned with the painted year, the use of higher ‘value' and lower ‘saturation’ was increased gradually with the
change of times.
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6) the analysis by the built year revealed that the ‘value’ of surface colors on the old buildings was lower than that of the

new ones.

7) The ‘value’ of colors on the surface with texture was higher than that of the surface without texture.
8) In the combination of two colors, the use of ‘value’ with difference at the same ‘hue’ was found harmonions in many
cases, but the ‘saturation’ in usage was included in the ambiguity (Moon & Spencer's term). The ambiguity in color

harmony should be improved in the near future.
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