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ABSTRACT. A method for regioselective mono-carbonylation of halobenzyl halide is described. Alkyl
halophenylacetate is easily prepared by carbonylating a benzylic halide of halobenzyl halide in the presence
of catalytic amount of cobalt carbonyl, a base, and an aleohol under atmospheric pressure of carbon monox-
ide. The base plays a decisive role in the selectivity of product and NEt, is the best one among bases

used.
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Ethyl o-bromophenylacetate(Exp. No. 1) : Colo-
rless oil : TH-NMR(CCL,) 8 1.15 (t, CH;), 3.70(s,
CHp), 4.07(q. CH,), 7.23(m, C¢H,) : Mass(m/e)
199(M*, rel. int, 0.04), 197(0.04), 171(1.00), 169
(1.00), 163(0.81), 135(0.96), 90(0.45), 89(0.45) ;
IR(ve) 1738 cm~L.

Ethyl-m-bromophenylacetate(Exp. Neo. 2) : Co-
torless oil 3 '"H-NMR(CCL) & 1.24 (t, 7Hz, °Hy),
3.34(s, CHp), 395(q, 7Hz, CH,), 7.20(m, CcH,) :
Mass(m/e) 244(rel. int., 0.17), 242(0.17), 171(1.
00}, 169(1.00), 119(0.17), 91(0.26), 90(0.53), 89(0.
45), 46(0.09), 45(0.09) 5 IR(v,,) 1735¢m™ L.

Ethyl-p-bromophenylacetate(Exp. Neo. 3) : Colo-
rless oil ; '"H-NMR(CCL,) 8 1.20 (t, CH,), 3.44(s,
CH,), 4.09(q, CHy), 7.21(dd, 18 Hz, 9 Hz, C¢H,) ;
Mass(m/e) 244(rel. int., 0.20), 242(0.20), 171(1.
00), 163(1.00), 90(0.30), 89(0.30) 5 IR(v,,) 1738
cm™L

Ethyt-o-chlorophenylacetate(Exp. No, 4) : Colo-
rless oil : 'TH-NMR{(CCl,} : & 126 (s, CHs), 3.65
(s, CHy), 4.11(q, CHp), 7.20(m, Ph) ; Mass(m/e)
200(M™* +2, rel. int., 0,01), 198(0.02), 163(0.38),
127(0.32), 125(1.00), 89(0.32).

Ethyl-m-chlorophenylacetate(Exp. No. 4) . Co-
lorless oil 3 '"H-NMR(CCL) ; & 1.23 (t, 7Hz, CH
s}, 350(s, CH.), 4.15(q, 7 Hz, CHy), 7.25(s, Ph).

Ethyl-p-chlorophenylacetate( Exp. No. 4) . Colo-
rless oil 3 'TH-NMR(CCL,) + & 1.23 (t, 7Hz, CH,),
351(s, CH,), 4.15(q, 7Hz, CH,), 7.32(s, Ph);
Mass{m/e) 200(M* +2, rel. int., 0.07), 198(0.21),
127(0.32), 125(1.00), 89(0.20).

Methyl-o-bromophenylacetate(Exp. No. 9) ;| Co-



660 WS - LB - Fxfr TRE - BT

lorless oit 3 'H-NMR(CCL) & 3.60 (s, CH,), 3.65(s,
CH;), 7.18(m, CsH,) : Mass(m/e) 230(rel. int., 0.
05), 228(0.05), 171(040), 169(0.40), 149(1.00),
121(0.1_1). 90(0.23), 89(0.23) ;: IR(v.,) 1740 cm™".

Methyl-p-bromophenylacetate(Exp. No. 10) :
Colorless oil 5 'H-NMR(CCL) & 347 (s, CH2), 3.
67(s, CHs), 7.28(dd, 18Hz, 9Hz, C:H,) : Mass
(m/e) 230(M*, rel. int, 0.20), 228(0.20), 171(1L
00), 169(1.00), 90(0.36), 89(0.36), 59(0.21), 31(0.
04) 3 IR(ve) 1740cm™".

n-Propyt o-bromophenylacetate(Exp. No. 11) :
Colorless oil : '"H-NMR(CCl,) & 0.88 (t, CHa), 1.53
(h, CH,), 3.63(s, CH,), 3.97(t, CH,), 7.17{m, CsH
) 3 Mass(m/e) 199(M*, rel. int,, 0.04), 197(0.04),
171(0.55), 169(055), 135(1.00), 90(0.30), 89(0.
30) 3 IR(vep) 1736 cm™".

n-Propyl p-bromophenylacetate(Exp. No. 12) !
Colorless oil : 'H-NMR(CCL) 8 0.90 (t, CH,), 1.60
(h, CH2), 343(s, CHp), 3.94(t, CH,), 7.28(dd, 20
Hz, 8Hz, C¢H,) : Mass{m/e) 258(M*, rel. int.,
0.19), 256(0.19), 216(0.13}, 214(0.13), 171(1.00),
169(1.00), 90(0.13), 89%(0.13), 45(0.94) ; IR(v.,)
1737 cm™L.

Iso-Propyl o-bromophenylacetate(Exp. No. 13)
. Colorless oil ; "H-NMR(CCL,) § 116 (d, 2CH,),
3.69(s, CH,), 4.97(h, CH), 7.20(m, CsH,) : Mass
(m/e) 199(M*, rel. int., 0.01), 197(0.01), 177(0.
18), 171(0.34), 169(0.34), 135(0.45), 90(0.21), 89
(0.21) : IR(vco) 1730 cm™L,

Iso-Propyl p-bromophenylacetate(Exp. No. 14)
; Colorless oil 3 *H-NMR(CCL) 5 1.16 (d, 2CHy),
3.40(s, CH;), 4.90(h, CH), 7.23(dd, 18 Hz, 8 Hz,
CeH,) s Mass(m/e) 258(M", rel. int., 0.24), 256(0.
24), 171(1.00), 169(1.00), 90(0.18), 89(0.18) ; IR
(vo) 1733 cm™".

n#-Butyl o-bromophenylacetate(Exp. No. 15):
Coloriess oil s '"H-NMR{(CCl,) & 089 (t, 7.3 Hz,
CHj), 1.33(h, 74 Hz, CH,), 1.59(q, 6.6 Hz, CHy),
3.76(s, CHy), 4.11{t, 6.6 Hz, CH>), 7.30(m, CsH,) 3
BC-NMR(CDCl;) & 134(CH;), 169(CH,), 304
(CH,), 41.5(CH,), 64.6(CH,), 124.8, (C; of CsH,),

127.3(Cs of CeHy), 128.6(Cs of CeH,), 131.3(C, of
CeHa), 132.5(Cs of CsHy), 134.2(C, of CHY), 1703
(CO0) ; Mass(m/e} 199(rel. int. 0.01), 197(0.01),
192(0.01), 190(0.22), 171(0.31), 169(0.31), 136(0.
07), 135(1.00), 91(0.11), 90(0.28), 89(0.28), 57(0.
61), 41(0.82).

n-Butyl p-bromophenylacetate(Exp. No. 16) :
Colorless oil ; 'TH-NMR(CCL) 5 0.90 (t, CH;), 1.33
(h, CHy), 1.58(q, CHy), 354(s, CH,), 4.08(1, CH,),
7.16(dd, 18 Hz, 8 Hz, C¢H.} : BC-NMR{(CDCl,), &
13.5(CHs), 18.9(CH,), 304(CH,), 40.6(CH,), 64.7
(CH,), 120.9(C, of CsH,), 130.8(C, of C¢H,), 131.4
(C; of CeHy), 133.0(C, of CsH,), 170.9(CO0) ;
Mass(m/e} 272(M*, rel. int., 0.11), 270(0.11), 216
(0.20}, 214(0.20), 171(0.68), 168(0.68), 90(0.30),
89(0.30), 58(1.00) : IR(v,,} 1735cm™L,

t-Butyl o-bromophenylacetate(Exp. Neo. 17):
Colorless oil ; '"H-NMR(CCi,) 8 1.35 (s, 3CHy),
3.53(s, CHp), 7.13(m, C¢H,) : Mass(m/e) 216(rel,
int., 0.004), 214(0.004), 199(0.03), 197(0.03), 191
(0.04), 90(0.15), 89(0.15), 57(1.00).

t-Butyl p-bromophenylacetate(Exp. No. 18):
Colorless oil ; '"H-NMR(CCL) §1.33 (s, 3CH.), 3.
36(s, CH,), 7.15(dd, 18 Hz, 8 Hz. C4H).
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XCsHeCH2X + CD + ROH ———— o
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A (XCsHoCHzC0zR) + B (RO20CoH4CH2CD2R)
+ C (RDz0CcHACH20R) + D (KCoHeCH20R)

(eq.1)
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Table 1, Optimum conditions for carbonylation of halo-
benzyl halide and ethanol?

Exp. Yield®
No. Base Product )
1 NEtg o~ BrPhCH3COEt 92

0~ Bt0,CCaHyCHpCOREt  tr
2 NE3 m - ByCgH,CH,COEt 87
# - EtO,CC4HCH00EL  tr
3 NEy # - BrCgH,CH,COyEL 89
#-Et0o,CCgH,CHyC0-Et 5
4 NE3 - CICgHCHCOEL 33
2 - CICgH CH,CO,EY 40°
- CQICgH CHoCO5EL 79¢
- QCgHCHLCOoEL 78¢
0 - CICgH,CH,00,Et 554
5 NaOH p-BtO,CCgH,CH 0Bt 49
»-EtOCCHCHYCOREL 7
p-BrCgHCH,0EL 3
6 KyCOq p-BrCgHCH,CO5EL 5t
p- EtO3CCgH,CHoCOB 27
7 CalOH), »—BeCgH CHyCOOER 51
8  NaOEt p—BrCgH,CH,COOEL 18

- EtOsCCeH,CHoCO.Et 9
p-EtO,CCaHCH, 0Bt 11
- BrCgH,CH;0Et 14

*XCeHCHoX (X=Cl, Br) (2.0 mmol), base (5 mmol),
CoACO)g (0.1 mmol), CO (1 atm), EtOH (20 md), r ¢.. for
24h. % Isolated yield. €¢50°C “60°C,

ol MAE Fol AE Yo FA)
B R Eg T3 st e 24 2
e Table 10 viehiich Table 1914 wehd
upe} o] 9d7)9] FFol aje} YA€) AW
gL 3A Foor da8 252 471 F NEg,
NaOH, K.CO;, Ca(OH); 3 NaOEt ol 4 NEt7}
7} &3t F9eHExp. Nos. 1~3). =&} «ig)
A7z} Y3 gRARW A sl2ud el NEt
E 972 ALY dle 980 FEs Qe

47124 NEtF 243t 22%. wel R 3
huFsie 2 ewde 47z ald 43 2
deshe A B, F 22E-rERH2edRy
¥l 92%, Weh2R-E 87% B SebEHE & 89% 24
¥ F5EZ 22 F ddch o] WEAX B ¥
AL 22 det2REls Exgde] dasgle
o, R REE & 5% Y= & 5 UNHExp.
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Nos. 1~3). 0|5 ¥kl 2]37)9) &A=
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A ES $580) HEE By FE o ALl
A 33%, 50TAA 40%e] 2 60CHNA T9%E Q&
F AU, ol HE sgEd v 949 2
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doj2]x) 3, BE 7%, C7t 49%, D7} 3%E o
o] R Exp. No. 5). K.CO,& AH8-31-¢ 735+ A%}
51%8 sy FL& $58¢) ¥lzin BE 27%
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AQEe] FAl dAA Hx A€y sl
hgele M4 271 9714€ & & UK Exp.
No. 8). 23|y 7F 719 gk Y3t 2o P&
FA2Me JG3] @ 5 qc) .28 slefuz e
WAE2o|2F g7184 NEt;, UARRRA(1718D).
AL, HRAITE 244]7ke.2 A3 g g3
& USAA & A Table 24 veluigic

¢2g-BERH 2 Rulda oigkee] Egdre
A7} 7%, B7} 19% 243 Fe-EQ-ME o
259 A2 FYI 758 A7} 79%, Bl 18%
do]Hc}(Exp. Nos. 9~10). n-Z2 889 7% 9
ZEx AV} 85% vitd, B ERe vl #ial &
T 992, shekel A5 AV} 88%, Be 94 &
g gl =AckExp. Nos. 11~12). o)ixg
Hg2) A oAAMR n-22YL ¥} $E5F
of ¥o} LEEE AV} 95%, B EAL Hie}s)
A% AE 9%, B 94 E3gto] el Hgich
ol#idl Al Xr)9) AR te 2R g
tiExp. Nos. 13~14). n-¥¢te4 #H$ 2L2E8=
A7} 93%, B EXF, A=l A7t Y%, Bo &
Aagolgich o]2¥t At AFH vkgolet PA
seol @ 240l € AHoloh 2o} rR{HE9
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Table 2. Cobalt-Catalyzd carbonylation of bromobenzyl
bromide in the presence of NEt3-ROH?

I;);p. Alcohol Product Yield?
9 CH3z0H o= BrCgH,CH,C0pMe 77
o0 - MeO,CCgH CHoC-
OsMe 19
10 CH3OH - BrCgH CH,COMe 79
p~Me0,CCeHCHC-
O,Me 18
11 =»- C3H70H o~ Bl'CﬁHgCHQCOz"Pl’ 85
6 -"PrO,CCgH4CH,C-
O*Pr tr
12 #-C3H0H  p- BrCgH,CHoCO*Pr 88
- #PrO,CCGH CH,C:
Oz’PI' ) tr
13 iso'C3HOH ¢ -BrCgHCH,CO,'Pr 95

0 —*PrO,CCgHCH,COLPr tr
14 is9-C4H0H  p-BeCgH,CH,COSPr %0
£-PrOyCCeH,CHCOHPr

15 m-C(HgOH  o-BrCgH,CH;COMCHy 93
0-7C{HgO,CCeH,CHy
CO#CyHyg tr
16 2-CHgOH p-BrCgH4CHCO*C Hg 94
§-"CyHOLCEHICH
C02"C4H9 tr
17 £-CHgOH  o-BrCgH,CH,CO/CHy 19
o-BrCgH,CH,CO,H 42
18 (-C{HOH  p-BrCgH,CHo00,C,Hg 23

- BrCgH CH,CO,H 19

9BsCeH,CH,Br (2.0 mmol), NEt; (5 mmob), CofCO)q
(0.1 mmol), CO (1 atm), ROH (20 md), rt.. for 24h.
bIsolated yield.

A9 9 A8 olazaggoh A ¢g
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Al WA ARele Y E YHEQ 228
BE 3} dol = 4Ho-BrC:H CH,COOH) ¢) 42%2
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T3 sidoldEle] 19% <UojRch ZAWuie s
4313 bulky7il ohE Aol 7} 2fg-3h AHo)
obd7} F&Rc) o] k3ol ik 4A w7k
€ 98 AR g3 AMi=HAG Co,
(CONed) A71of o) TRE ApFla v d el (Co
(CO)Heol AN, A3 =& &P Yafol=g
W EEINEA 9 EE o}d IYE
FI2Rg §ol&e] =HI AWt <= H i

A g3 dadar JUHE Ao g
A ek Rz g2 2.0l (XCHCH,
X) zele] AddA spz e} F g2 ) (X-CH
«CHrX)2 v A-7}2 ¥d 2} (bis-carbonylation)
AL dF Foll 9k

2 QFE A28 AU 972 F Q)
(CH. Doh)2l Akebs) 91 QFule} oJaf o}%:
AAeE AT,

d 8 8 8
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