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Table 1. Mean(M) and Standard Deviation(SD.) of Death
Anxiety for male and female subjects

Korean subjects

_ Male _ Female
M SD. M SD.
Overall Scores 100.65 13.63 94.68  13.33
Death of Self 24.97 5.09 24,59 4.71
Death of Others  29.52 4.75  26.93 4.54
Dying of Self 14.76 317 14.17 3.13
Dying of Others  31.40 505 28.99 6.18
Jh 2elel g0 st St
A=Y FE, 29 FZo) dF Eg=g o
29 WAEH 4BBAE Bk 1 Yol (r=.19, p<.
05), AA{F(r=-18, p<.05), &F FFEFE(r=.
24, p<.0D), FEAHL AR FE(r=-.17, p<.05) 54
Walge SARALR f4ES BEAAL. 34
=009 Aee FastA 4%S 7Ae sdERAE

ol(r=.26, p<.01), &¢ 7tE5AG=-.16, p<.
05)50l 89 FZo g Bz JFL MAe



Table 2. Correlation between Independent Variables and Death Anxiety for Older Adults

Death Anxieth

Variables Dealth of Self Dealth of Others Dying of Seif Dying of Others
M F M F M F M F

Age . 26** .19* .19* .06 .25 .20* .18* -.04
Religiosity .03 -.20* .01 -.08 -.03 —-.18* -.08 .09
SPFS -.0 -7 .00 -.00 .04 —-.18* .08 -.11
Family Monthly Income -.16* .05 -.04 .06 -.16* .05 .05 .02
Monthly Pocket Money -.08 .03 .06 .01 -.13 .09 14 10
Educational Attainment —.05 -.02 —.04 -.11 -.09 -.10* —.05 —.17*
SAH —-.01 -.02 .07 -.12 15 A1 -.12 —-.09
Daily Activities -.01 24 —.01 .02 .15 300 - —.08
Marriage Life —-.02 -.00 -.07 -.06 .04 -.12 =21 —.18
Howlong keep the current 1o _ g . ¢ .9 .8 .06 .06
_marital status
Social Interaction -.05 -.02 -.00 .06 -.15 -.04 22 ARV At
Children -.15 -.18* =27 —.10 -.16 -.07 -.10 -.15
Family Relations A3 -.05 .08 .05 13 -.13 —-.09 -.11

*** p<.001 SPF.S.=Self-Perceived Financial Status

** p<.01 SAH=_Self-Assessed Health
* p<.05
¥ 8oz WA (Table 2 F2)
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Table 3. Stepwise Regression of Independent Variables on
‘Death of Self’ for Subjects

Predictors S]flfll:ry?f Muglple Cill:arll{%e (Regrle:ssion)
Male subjects

Age 1 L0652 .0642 10,4593**
Children 2 L0931 .0280  4.5938**
Female subjects

Age .0356 .0356 5.2843*
Children 2 L0848 .0492  7.6309**

* p<.01 * p<.05

Table 4. Stepwise Regression of Independent Variables on
‘Death of Others’ for Older Adults

Predictors SIE‘,enl;r;f Mui?ple Cikrlla[lltgze ‘ (Regrzssion)
Male subjects

Ch2 1 L0722 .0722  11.6766***
Age 2 L1153 .0431  7.2510%*
*** p<, 001

* p<.01

* p<.05
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Ao vehsteh, ¥ o g xle A9, ‘Uoj(r=.20,
p<.05)’, ‘WSAE(r=.18, p<.05)’, ‘F&HHY A
ALE(r=—.18, p<.05)’, ‘3% WVBYFLF(r=.
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Table 3. Stepwise Regression of Independent Variables on
‘Death of Others’ for Subjects

Predictors Sltii‘:r;f Muglple Ci?lar}llgze (Regrgssion)
Male subjects

Age 1 L0635 .0635 10.1762**
Children 2 L0942 .0307 5.0497*
Friend 3 L1200 L0257 4.3262*
Female subjects

Friend(f%) 1 .0558 .0558  8.4464**
Age 2 L1054 .049  7.8741*
Educational

Attainment 3 L1351 .0297 4.8382*
Friend(3 %) 4 1607 .0256 4.2735*
** p<.01

* p<.05

Table 6. Stepwise Regression of Independent Variables on
‘Death of Others’ for Older Adults

Pediors IR O Regession
Male subjects

Social

Activities 1 L0497 .0497  7.8411%

Age 2 .0830 .0333  5.4147*

Marriage life 3 L1127 00297 4.9485*

Children 4 J1362  .0236  4.0109*

Educational

Attainment 5 L1642 .0280  4.8867*

Female subjects

Social

Activities 1 L1028 .1028 16.3824***
Marriage life 2 L1257 ,0229  3.7276*

<, 001 *» p<.0l * p<.05

Table 7. Analysis of Variance Procedures in Death Anxiety
for Male Subjects

Varsbles g Ty F
Death of Self
Age 410.8012  82.1603 3.43**
Marriage 323.3629 107.7876 4.47**
Children(live 407.7042  67.7840 2.75*
with
Death of Others
Age 5 443,1065  88.6213 4.36%*
Children(see) 3 248.8225  82.9408 4.97*
Children(call) 3 195.7891  65.2630 3.35*
Dying of Self
Age 5 212.4206 42,4841 4.75%**
Marriage life 3 83.0578  27.6860 2.88*
Children(see) 3 83.0344 27.6781 3.74*
Self-Assessed 2 80.5793  40.2897 4.22*
Health
Dying of Others
Age 5 283.6721  56.7344 2.33***
Marriage life 3 259.2663  86.4221 3.61*
Family Relai- 4 458.5229 114.6322 5.12***
tions
*** p<. 001
» 5<.01
* p<.05
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Table 8. Duncan-Test of Dealth Anxiety for Male Subje-

cts

Variables Male .

Mean Number Category Duncan’s

Death of Self

Age 29.333 6 6 A
27.583 24 4 A B
26. 062 16 5 A BC
24,277 47 2 B C
23.769 26 1 C
23.697 KX} 3 C

Marriage life 27.481 27 1 A
25.878 41 3 A B
25.000 10 4 A B
23.627 67 2

Children 28.278 18 6 A
26.429 7 7 A B
25.066 76 1 A B
25.000 13 2 A B
24,000 8 4 A B
22.500 4 9 B
22.190 21 5 B

Death of Others

Variables Male
Mean Number Category Duncan’s
Age 34.167 6 6 A
31.542 24 4 A B
30.687 16 5 B
29.385 26 1 B C
29,255 47 2 B C
27.121 33 3 C
Children(see) 35.333 3 5 A
33.250 8 1 A B
28.250 4 3 CB
27.000 8 2 C
Children(call)  34.750 4 1 A
31.000 4 2 A B
31.000 10 5 A B
25. 600 5 3 B
Dying of Self
Age 18.333 6 6 A
16.375 24 4 A B
15.438 16 5 B C
14.404 47 2 B C
14.269 26 1 B C
- 13.485 33 3 C
Marriage life 16.100 10 4 A
15.815 27 1 A B
15.000 41 3 A B
14.060 67 2 B
Children 18.667 3 5 A
17.625 8 1 A
15.750 4 3 A B
13.750 8 2 B
Dying of Others
Age 34.333 6 6 A
33.292 3 4 A B
32.188 16 5 A B
31.660 47 2- A B
29.923 26 1 B
29.879 33 3 B
Marriage life 33.481 1 27 A
31.955 2 67 A B
29,976 3 41 B
29,400 4 10 B



Variables Male , Variables Female
Mean  Number Category Duncan’s Mean Number Category Duncan’s
Family relations 38.333 3 5 A SPFES 27.706 17 2 A
33.069 29 1 A 24,484 93 3 A B
31.802 81 2 B 23.667 18 4 A B
29.500 6 4 B 22,429 5 B
28,435 23 3 B 22,333 3 1 B
Daily Living
iﬂ;ﬁfsessed 16207 2 2 A Activities 28.429 7 3 A
14.850 20 3 A B 2;2;3 3§ f ) B
14.309 il B Death of Others
Age 32.11 5 A
Table 9. Analysis of Variance Procedures in Death Anxiety 27.500 6 A B
for Female Elderly Subjects 26. 800 45 2 B
Variables Female 26.757 37 1 B
df S.S. M.S F 2,677 2 3 B
Death of Self 2. 056 18 4 B
Religion 3 173.6163 57.8721 2.78* 23.000 3 7 B
Self-perceived
Financial status 4  220.2696  57.3174 2.74* Children 2.000 4 > A
Daily Activities 2 139.7927  69.8963 3.34* 21.000 6 3 B
Death of Others ) 26.333 3 2 B
Age "6 306.1920 51.0320 2.65*** 24.000 6 1 B
Children(see) 3  155.3333 51.7778 5.37* Daily Living
Children(call) 3 121,9667  40.6556 3.43* Activities 30. 667 6 5 A
Dying of Self 25.750 4 3 A B
Income(source) 4 97.0370  24.2577 2.64* 25.750 4 9 A B
SPF.S 4 95.2006  23.8000 2.49* 24. 600 5 1 B
Daily Activities 2 58.5831 29,2915 3.40*
Self-Assessed 2 80.5793  40.2897 4.22* Dying of Self _
Health Income 15.625 16 5 A
Dying of Others 14.833 6 4 A B
SPFES 4 611.8716 152,9679 3.45** 15.270 89 6 A B
¥ 5<.05 12.840 25 1 A B
14,400 5 8 B
Table 10. Duncan-Test of Death Anxiety for Female Elderly . .
Subjects Daily Activities 16, 143 7 3
14.625 32 2 B
Variables Mean Numb:: néa:tigory Duncan’s 13.622 % ! B
Death of Self SPF.S 16.118 17 2 A
Religion 25.745 47 2 A 15.000 3 1 A B
24.227 4 5 A B 13.925 93 3 A B
23.684 19 1 A B 13.833 18 4 A B
22.704 27 7 B 12.429 7 5 B



Female

Variables Number Category Duncan's

Mean

Dying of Others

SPF.S 34.353
29.333
28.286
28,237

24.333
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(Abstract)

Attitudes of male and female older
adults concerning death

Hye-Kyung Suh
(School of Liberal Arts : Health Education, Kwangju University)

The research is a comparative study of death attitudes between male and female elderly people.

There is no doubt as to the inevitability of death. And yet, there is a vast conspiracy involved in the word of dead
or death. )

The aged are considered to be nearer death than are people in other age groups. Kalish(1976) emphasized that for
the aged two meanings of death have significance for evaluating their life ; first, that older people are known to have
a limited life time and face death ; second that older people are known to have suffered many death-imposed losses
that are often associated with the dying process. In considering these implications, the level of anxiety regarding death
and dying is a crucial factor in determining mental health.

In the study, 152 male elderly and 145 female elderly residing in Seoul, Korea was compared on the four dimensions
of death anxiety and assigned personal variables.

Therefore, the purpose the research was (1) to examine the characteristics of subjects on the independent variables(age,
marital status, family relationship, social activities, religiousity etc.) ; (2) to examine the relationship between the indepen-
dent variables and each dimension of death axniety ; (3) to determine the proportion of variance in the respective of
death anxiety which is accounted for by the respective independent variables ; (4) to examine whether a significant differe-
nce between the respective independent variables and each dimension of death anxiety has 5 (5) to determine the combina-
tion of vartables which is the most successful in explaining the variance in death anxiety.

Finding from this study support the following conclusions ;

1. There was a significant differences between the male and female subjects in the level of death anxiety. In turn,
the male older adults had lower death anxiety than did the female elderly. This implies that male tend to look forward
to death rather than deny it.

2. As there was evidences from several studies, this research found that fear of death decreases as age increases.

3. The following two variables that correlate best with dying anxiety of others in both male and female older adults . ‘ma-
rriage life’, ‘social interaction’.

4. The variables ‘age’ and ‘children’ for both female and male elderly accounted for the most variance in death
anxiety of self.

The findings of the study lend this investigator several suggestions, implications and recommendations for future
research.

There can be no death without life, and conversely, no life without death. Psychologists and health-related professionals
may be learn as much about death as they can in order to develop more healthy attitudes and in order to be able
to better aid and comfort dying people and their familities. Perhaps most importantly, professionals may be help those
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who are not faced with death at present to develop an understanding of it and healthy attitudes toward it.

The programs of death education are needed for dedication to the evitability of death and the preparation of life
for the older adults. More seminars, symposiums and research on death attitudes are needed.

Finally, study for female older adults has been negelected topic in the areas of women’s study and health education.
Future study, for female elderly, have to deeply investigate where those problems come from and how to cope with
in order to the female elderly segment can live the rest of their lives in satisfaction with well-being.
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