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Studies on User and Use Characteristics of
Soknisan National Park, Korea’

Young-Ho Kong’, Jae-Hyun Kim?, Jin-Ho Choi®, Chul-Ho Son?
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ABSTRACT

‘This study was conducted to investigate user, use characteristics and use pattern of Soknisan national
park, In this study, the questionaire was used which was included the questions on sociceconomic var-
iables of users, visiting motivations, attitudes on management and services, and so on. And to count the
passingers, 9 observation points were selected. Visitor’s important motivations were to escape from cro-
wded city, to escape from daily routine, to enjoy natural seeing beauty, and so on. Their main activities
were temple visit, stroll and mountain climbing. The visitor’s composition showed that high school or
more graduated twenties were respectively dominant. Perceived crowding level in this park were rela-
ively high and most crowded area was Bupjusa area. Visitors had unsatisfactory attitudes on manage-
nent and services as like trail, facilities, educational environment and others related services. Accord-
ngly satisfaction level was comparatively low. A major portion of visitors merely visited Bupjusa area,
only 15% and less climbed as far as top of mountain.
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Figure 1. Location map of survey sites, trails and road
in Soknisan National Park.
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Table 1. Conditions of passengers counting points{observation points)

Counting point District Main features
OP.1 Enterance Bupjusa area enterance
OP2 Bupjusa Main gate of Bupjusa
OP3 Maintrail Trail between Bupjusa and Seshimjung
OP4 Subtrail Trail to Talgolam
OP5s Maintrail Trail between Seshimjung and Moonjangdae
OP6 Maintrail Trail between Seshimjung and Sinsundae
OP.7 Subtrail Trail between Seshimjung and Birobong
OPs Peak of mountain Moonjangdae (from Seshimjung)
OPg9 Peak of mountain Moonjangdae (from Sinsundae)
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Table 2. Number of visitors per year by districts.
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Ylear 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989

Total 1,276 1,300 1,365 1,766 2,404

(-) (1.9) (5.0) (29.4) (36.1)

Bupjusa 911 930 994 1,224 1,750
(-) (43) (46) (BD (430)

Hwayangdong 253 231 233 351 424
(-) (8.7) (0.9) (50.6) (20.8)

Hwabuk 112 119 138 191 230
(=) (6.25) (16.0) (384) (20.4)

( } is rate of increment
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Table 3. Importance measures for motivation items,
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unit : thousand persons (%)

Iterns Spring Summer Autumn’ Total
To enjoy Natural Seeing beauty 412 4.01 4.02 4.05
To Camping 1.85 3.20 150 218
Observe wildlife 172 1.74 173 1.73
To learmn Nature 333 3.06 333 324
For the climbing exercise 231 237 233 234
To Search cool Vally 378 4.38 359 392
To climb top of the mountain 262 287 313 2.87
To visit famous temple 325 275 328 3.09
‘To participate religious events 1.65 151 133 1.50
To escape from crovs{ded city 4.04 468 413 428
To train both bodies and spirits 322 3.36 347 335
To have silent time 373 415 3.86 391
To escape from daily routine 394 4.34 3.99 4.09
To spend time with family 251 311 2.65 2.76
To establish friendship 4.10 3.86 396 397
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Table 4. Participation rate by activities
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unit : persons (%)

Activities Spring Summer Autumn Total participation

Mountatin climb 143 155 110 408
(17.1H) (12.8) (20.0) (16.6)

Temple visit 192 154 126 472
(229) . (12.7) (230 (195)

Cooking 98 202 42 342
. (11.7) (16.7) (7.7) (12.0)

Picnicking 93 52 55 200
(11.1) (43) (100) (85)

Flora / fauna observation 21 13 20 4
(2.5) (1.1) (3.6) (24)

Camping 38 344 6 388
(45) (284) (1L.1) (11.3)

Stroll 150 153 126 429
(17.9) (126) (230) (17.8)

Camp fire 23 8 3 34
(27) 0.7) (0.5) (1.4)

Water rippling 19 18 7 4
(23) (15) (1.3) (1.7)

Group activity participation 61 15 54 130
(7.3) (1.2) (9.8) (64)

n 838 1,114 549 2,501
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Table 5. Previous visiting number till now
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unit : persons (%)

No. of Visiting 1 2 3 4 5th more Not answer n
Total 261 283 161 84 121 1 941
(30.9) (30.1) (17.1) (8.9) (12.9) (0.1)
Spring visitor 120 98 62 31 4 1 358
(335) (27.4) (17.3) (8.7) (12.8) (0.3)
Summer visitor 103 97 55 25 43 - 323
(31.9) (30.0) (17.0) (1.7 (13.3)
Autumn visitor 68 88 44 28 32 - 260
(26.2) (338) (16.9) (10.8) .(12.3)
Table 6. Intention for furture visit unit : persons (%)
Description Spring Summer Autumn Total
visitors visitors visitors
(n=358) {n=323) (n=260) (n=941)
Never back again 6 10 5 21
(1.7) 31 (1.9) (22)
Maybe not 9 37 6 52
(25) (115) (23) (55)
Probably 212 193 163 568
(59.2) (59.8) (62.7) (60.4)
Certainly 127 83 86 296
(355) (25.7) (33.1) (315)
Not answer 4 - - 4
(1.2) (0.4)
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Table 7. Visitor's sociceconomic characteristics unit : persons (%)
Charaoteristics Spring Summer Autumn Total
{n==358) (n=323) (n=260) (n=941)
Group type
not answer 2 (0.6) - 1 (04) 2(02)
alone 9 (2.5) 9 (2.3) 7 (2.7) 25 (2.7)
family 46(12.8) 106(32.8) 55(21.2) 207(22.0)
friend 110(30.7) 182(56.3) 83(31.9) 375(39.8)
groups 180(50.3) 19 (3.9) 106(40.8) 305(32.4)
etc. 11 (3.1) 7(22) 8 (31) 26 (28)
Group size
not answer 5 (14) 2 (0.6) 3(12) 10 (1L.1)
alone 21 (5.9) 20 (6.2) 13 (5.0) 54 (5.7)
2~4 85(23.7) 168(52.0) 78(30.0) 331(35.2)
5~10 63(17.6) 91(28.2) 61(235) 215(22.8)
11~ 30 164(29.1) 33(10.2) 60(23.1) 197(20.9)
31 and more 80(22.3) 9 (2.8) 45(17.3) 134(14.2)
Age
not answer 3(08) 1(0.3) 2(08) 6 (0.6)
19 and less 38(11.7) 60(19.1) 46(17.7) 144(15.3)
20~ 29 191(534) 178(55.1) 116(446) 485(51.5)
30~ 39 74(20.7) 61(81.9) 60(23.1) 195(20.7)
40 ~ 49 35 (9.8) 19 (5.9) 26(10.0) 80 (85)
50 and more 17 (4.8) 4(1.2) 10 (3.9) 31 (33)
Education level
not answer 5 (14) 1(03) " 8(31) 14 (1.5)
none 1(03) 1 (03) 1 (04) 3(0.3)
elementary 5 (14) 0 (0.0) 0 (0.0) 5 (0.5)
junior high 15 (4.2) 6 (19) 6 (2.3) 27 (29)
senior high 135(37.7) 113(35.0) 91(35.0) 339(36.0)
college 182(50.8) 187(57.9) 127(48.8) 496(52.7)
post -graduate 15 (4.2) 15 (4.6) 27(104) 57 (6.1)
Income
not answer 71(19.8) 57(17.6) 42(16.2) 170(18.1)
20 thousands less 22 (6.1) 26 (8.0) 15 (5.8) 63 (6.7)
20 ~ 30 thousands 39(10.9) 31 (9.6) 27(104) 97(10.3)
30 ~ 40 37(10.3) 36(11.1) 23 (8.8) 96(10.2)
40 ~ 50 49(13.7) 41(12.7) 31(11.9) 121(12.9)
50 ~ 70 54(15.1) 56(17.3) 36(13.8) 146(155)
70 ~ 100 50(14.0) 52(16.1) 49(188) 151(16.1)
100 or more 36(10.1) 24 (7.4) 37(14.2) 97(10.3)
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Table 8. Perception on crowding by seasons and districts i
unit : persons (%)

Very Crowded Propriety Light Very Not n

crowded ’ light answer

As a whole area

Total 141(15.0) 339(36.0) 320(34.0) 100(10.6) 7(0.7) 34(36) 941
Spring 78(21.8) 134(374) 98(274) 28 (7.8) 1(0.3) 19(5.3) 358
Summer 28 (8.7) 114(35.3) 119(36.8) 46(14.2) 6(1.8) 10(3.1) 323
Autumn 35(13.5) 91(35.0) 103(39.6) 26(10.0) 0(0.0) 5(1.9) 260
Trails
Total 65 (7.9) 207(252) 353(42.9) 162(19.7) 36(4.4) 823
Spring 35(11.4) 87(284) 128(41.8) 48(15.7) 8(2.6) 306
Summer 12 (4.2) 47(16.5) 123(43.2) 80(28.1) 23(8.1) 285
Autymn 18 (7.8) 73(315) 102(439) 34(14.7) 5(22) 232
Bupjusa
Total 239(28.7) 306(36.7) 235(28.2) 44 (5.3) 9(1.1) 833
Spring 124(39.7) 108(34.6) 69(22.1) 9 (29) 2(06) 312
Summer 51(18.6) 101(36.9) 90(32.8) 26 (9.5) 6(22) 274
Autumn 64(25.9) 97(39.3) 76(30.8) 9 (3.6) 1(04) 247
Hwayangdong
Total 168(26.7) 175(27.8) 198(31.4) 69(10.9) 20(32) 630
Spring 50(25.8) 60(30.9) 56(28.9) 21(10.8) 7(36) 194
Summer 90(33.8) 72(27.1) 69(25.9) 28(10.5) 7(2.6) 266

Autumn 28(16.5) 43(25.3) 73(42.9) 20 (7.7) 6(35) 170
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Table 9. Stay length unit : persons (%)
. 70

Length Spring Summer Autumm Total
1 ~ 2 hours 41(11.5) 7 (22) 18 (6.9) 66 (7.0)
3 ~ 5 hours 122(34.1) 42(13.0) 84(32.3) 248(26.4)
6 hours ~ one day 113(31.6) 68(21.1) 87(335) 268(28.5)
One night and more 82(22.9) 206(638) 71(27.3) 359(38.1)
n 358 323 260 941
8. X| =234 2% A PRy}, JEPclE s9d o) Au|E
A& 4971 10.2% ) HAc) o] ¥l8-& &84t 7t
&) 4hg W23 918te) A& § vl Table 10 7o) g Aulel] E e, S4B, JAE, Ve 5
3 g}, FAHow 2 o 199 19~29 Axo dul g7z Lesle FololA AgH el AE&Hus}
Bu)g A £el4hg S vigol 25.1%% 7HE B B A 14 ojide] ojg2o] gk A3 Fato]
A3 Lo 2 2~3utgde) AFuE AF e F A 4t stk
Adds 2 4= o2 Age dFd fAstALw o Ful & FREFH e 1 AQY F2¥5F &
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Table 10. Travel cost(Total expenditure) unit : persons (%)

Cost class Spring Summer Autumn Total
(n=358) (n=323) (n=260) (n=041)
5 and less than 26 (7.3) 19 (59} 13 (5.0) 58 (6.2)
6 — 10(thousand won) 73(20.4) 37(11.5) 48(185) 158(16.8)
11 - 20 99(27.7) 78(241) 59(22.7) 236(25.1)
21 - 30 56(15.6) 66(20.4) 51(19.6) 173(18.4)
31 ~- 40 25 (7.0) 44(136) 18 (69) 87 (9.2)
41 — 50 15 (4.2) 29 (90) 24 (9.2) 68 (7.2)
51 or more 15 {(4.2) 33(10.2) 15 (5.8) 63 (6.7)
Not answer 49(13.7) 17 (53) 32(12.3) 98(10.4)
B2 zAe Az 2 oo £2)4 HES gEto i 9. 0|2X} Ej=
1915 39t oigte] ¥l Lo g FESITR AztE R
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Table 11. Performance measures of facilities and service related items,
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unit : persons (%)

Spring (n=358)

Summer (n=323)

Item
very bad mead- good very Not very bad mead- good very not
bad ium good answer bad um good answer
Trail condition 11 23 129 160 20 15 7 H 128 12 17 10
(31> (6.4) (36.0) (44.7) (5.6) (4.2) (2.2) (10.5) (39.6) (39.3) (53) (3.1)
User’s attitude 13 46 132 136 15 16 7 29 137 122 16 12
on trail (3.6) (12.8) (36.9) (38.0) (4.2) (4.5) (2.2) (9.00 (42.4) (37.8) (5.0) (3.7)
Wildlife observation 42 81 163 38 5 29 36 87 135 29 4 32
opportunities (11.7) (22.6) (45.5) (10.6) (1.4) (8.1) (11.1) (26.9) (41.8) (9.00 (1.2} (9.0)
Shelter /resting 26 72 1533 86 9 12 28 67 126 87 10 5
place (7.3)  (20.1) (42.7) (24.0) (2.5) (34) (8.7) (20.7) (39.0) (26.9) (3.1) (1.5)
Enterance guide 56 73 160 47 7 15 33 78 154 47 4 7
(15.6) (20.4) (44.7) (13.1) (2.00 (4.2) (10.2) (24.1) (47.7) (14.6) (1.2 (2.2)
Nature interpretation 25 59 148 106 15 5 20 47 141 101 13 1
sign (7.0 (16.5) (41.3) (29.6) (4.2) (1.4) (6.2) (14.6) (43.7) (31.3) (4.00 (0.3)
Direction sign 13 58 135 130 15 7 7 37 117 135 21 6
(3.6) (16.2) (37.7) (36.3) (4.2} (20) (2.2) (115) (36.2) (41.8) (65) (1.9)
Map /guide book 34 80 158 52 5 29 .34 63 141 51 2 32
(9.5) (22.3) (44.1) (14.5) (1.4} (2.0) (10.5) (19.5) (43.7) (15.8) (0.6) (9.9)
Lodging and 28 64 158 72 7 29 32 81 128 51 7 24
restaurant (7.8) (17.9) (44.1) (20.1) (2.00 (81) (9.9) (25.1) (39.6) (15.8) (22) (7.4)
Toilets /trash can 17 54 106 139 35 7 47 80 97 74 18 7
(4.7) (15.1) (29.6) (38.8) (9.8) (2.0) (14.6) (24.8) (30.0) (22.9) (56) (2.2)
Use convenience of 8 32 119 120 27 52 24 66 123 63 26 21
camping site (2.2) (8.9) (33.2) (335 (7.5 (14.5) (7.4) (20.4) (381) (19.5) (8.0) (6.5)
Cleaning in park 20 55 104 139 30 10 48 81 95 76 20 3
(5.6) (15.4) (29.1) (38.8) (8.4) (2.8) (14.9) (25.1) (29.4) (23.5) (6.2) (0.9)
Display of scientific 37 59 109 104 22 27 24 65 129 66 13 26
information (7.5) (16.5) (30.4) (29.1) (6.1) (7.5) (7.4) (20.1) (39.9) (20.4) (4.0) (8.0)
(Table 11. continued)
Autumn (n=260) Total (n=041)
Item
very bad mead- good very Not very bad mead- good very not
bad ium good answer bad um good answer
Trail condition 5 8 81 141 17 8 23 65 338 428 54 33
(3.1) (3.1) (3L.2) (54.2) (65 (3.1) (2.4) (69) (259) (45.5) (5.7) (3.5)
User's attitude 1 22 108 109 12 8 21 97 377 367 43 36
on trail 0.4) (85) (41.5) (41.9) {4.6) (3.1 (2.2) (10.3) (40.1) (39.2) (4.6) (338)
Wildlife observation 23 48 117 40 4 28 101 216 415 107 13 89
opportunities (8.8) (18.5) (45.0) (15.4) (1.5) (10.8) (10.7) (22.9) (44.1) (11.4) (1.4) (9.5)
Shelter /resting 6 37 124 77 8 8 60 176 403 250 27 25
place (2.3) (14.2) (47.7) (29.6) (3.1) (3.1) (6.4) (18.7) (42.8) (26.6) (29) (2.7)
Enterance guide 16 50 135 51 5 3 105 201 449 145 16 25
(6.2) (19.2) (51.9) (19.6) (1.99 (1.2) (11.2) (21.4) (47.7) (15.4) (L.7) (27)
Nature interpretation 9 33 119 83 7 4 54 139 408 295 K3 10
sign (3.5) (12.7) (45.8) (33.8) (2.7) (1.5 (5.7) (14.8) (434) (31.3) (370 (LD
Direction sign 4 20 88 127 16 5 24 115 340 392 52 18
(1.5 (7.7) (33.8) (48.8) (6.2) (1.9) (26) (122) (36.1) (41.7) (5.2) (1.9
Map /guide book 16 54 111 52 5 22 84 197 410 155 12 83
(6.2) (20.8) (42.7) (20.0) (1.9) (8.5) (8.9) (20.9) (436) (16.5) (1.3) (88)
Lodging and 22 55 98 60 10 15 82 200 384 183 24 68
restaurant (8.5) (21.2) (37.7) {(23.1) (3.8) (58) (8.7) (21.3) (40.8) (19.4) (26) (7.2)
Toilets /trash can 4 32 93 106 21 4 68 166 296 319 74 18
(1.5) (12.3) (35.8) (40.8) (8.1) (1.5) (7.2) (17.6) (31.5) (B9 (7.9 (1.9)
Use convenience of 6 36 87 85 8 38 38 134 329 268 61 111
camping site (2.3) (13.8) (33.5) (32.7) (3.1) (14.6) (4.0) (14.2) (35.0) (285) (6.5) (11.8)
Cleaning in park 6 27 84 115 19 9 74 163 283 330 69 22
(2.3) (10.4) (32.3) (44.2) (7.3) (3.5) (7.9) (17.3) (30.0) (35.1) (7.3) (2.3)
Display of scientific 12 36 104 75 23 10 73 160 342 245 58 63
information (3.8) (13.8) (40.0) (18.8) (8.8) (3.8) (7.8) (17.0) (36.3) (26.0) (6.2) (6.7)
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Table 12. User’s satisfaction level
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unit : persons (%)

Spring Summer Autumn Total
Satisfaction level
(n=358) (n=323) (n=260) (n=941)
Very unsatisfied 1 11 (3.1) 11 (34) 34(1.2) 25 (2.7)
2 7 (20) 4(12) 2 (0.8) 13 (1.4)
3 4 (L) 12 (3.7) 4 (15) 20 (21)
4 3 (08) 22 (6.8) 5(1.9) 30 (3.2)
Neutral 5 55(154) 70(21.7) 54(20.8) 179(19.0)
6 38(10.6) 30 (9.3) 29(11.2) 97(10.3)
7 98(27.4) 84(26.0) 69(26.5) 251(26.7)
8 50(14.0) 39(12.n 34(13.1) 123(13.1)
Very satisfied 9 87(24.3) 48(14.9) 56(21.5) 191(20.3)
Not answer 5(14) 3 (09 4 (15) 12 (1.3)
Mean 6.89 6.07 6.80 6.64
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Figure 5. Fluctuation of no. of visitors by times in

Summer.
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Figure 6. Fluctuation of no, of visitors by times in
autumn.
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