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=ABSTRACT=

Apartment houses are repidly being assimialated inEo the Korean lifestyle. Little study of

space utilization and specificially built-in storage needs has been implemented into design
of these apartment units. The purposes of this study were, first, to ascertain attitudes of a
select group of Korean housewives(N=250) living in apartments in Seoul toward closets
and built-in storage units, and second, to determine the acceptability of proposed alterna-
tive plans which include built-in storage facilities by Korean women(N=31) living in the
United States. Overall results reflect that built-in closets and storage are highly prized and
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additional units required in Korean apartment plans. Of the respondents, about 86% thou-
ght portable storage bought at marirage would be phased out if more storage was built
into Korean apartmemts. Most Korean housewives would perceive the advantages of built-in
storage units. and would prefer differentiated built-in storage units to undifferentiated ones.
Yet attitudes were equally split on the aesthetic value of the elimination of the portable

storage.

Five Korean apartment plans were drawn to scale then altered through the incorporation
of additional built-in storage. These altered plans all received greater then 83% preferen-
ces to the existing Korean apartment plans. Additional study needs to be undertaken to
address the implementation of additional stoage in existing units as well as impact the cur-
rent space planning concepts related tc more built-in storage. Consideration needs to be
given to the concerns related to aesthetic value of portable units as part of the study pro-

CEess.
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