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Meaning and Transfiguration of Maru/Taechong Space in the

Modernization of Housing in Korea

Abstract

In the course of modernization coupled with industrialization and urbanization, Maru or wooden floor

and Taechong or great hall of Han-ok or traditional Korean housing has experlenced functional as well

. as physical changes to a remarkable degree.

The author made an analysis of the transfiguration of Maru/Taechong space(M/T) with relation to:

1)Madang or yard, 2)Anbang or inner room, 3) Hyon-kwan or vestibule.

1) In relation to Madang, interiorization of M/T by way of setting sliding glass doors has begun to

appear.

2) In connection with Anbang, division of role/function is being observed as far as family entertain-

ment and reception of intimate friends is concerned.

3) Owing to wider acceptance of Hyon-kwan space as a buffer zone system, the advent of Keo-sil or

living room is thought to be facilitated.

The analysis, however, does not say that Keo-sil of modernized Korean housing might well be inter-

preted as the mere extension type of M/T of the vernacular housing.
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