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Axillary Artery Thrombosis Secondary to Prolonged
Use of a Crutch(Crutch thrombosis)
—A Case Report—

Sang Ik Kim, M.D.*, Sang Joon Oh, M.D.*, Shin Young Lee, M.D.*
Ghi Jai Lee, M.D.**, and Chang Ho Kim M.D.*

It is known that an interesting and unusual axillary artery thrombosis may develop over
a period of time if an improperly adjusted crutch impinges repeatedly on the axilla.

A 39 year-old male developed occlusion of left axillary artery and gangrenes of the left
fingers after he had used axillary crutch for 25 years because of limping of the left leg

resulting from poliomyelitis.

The left hand was salvaged by successful thrombectomy.
We report this case, review and discuss the literatures.
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