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21 T Aartolahti. 1965. Oberflichenformen Von Hochmooren und-ihre Entwicklung in siidwest-Hime und Nord-Satakunta.

Fennia. 93, pp . 1~263.
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5) A.Goudie, 1979. Environmental change. Clarendon press, oxford, pp . 95~99.
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6) H.Machida and F.Arai, 1983, Extensive ash falls in and around The Sea of Japan from targe late Quaternary eruptions,

Jour. of Volcanology and Geothermal Research, 18, pp . 151 ~164.
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Korea. Jour. Korea Geol. Surv. 5, pp.57~66.
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The Study of the Peatlands in Korea

Summary

Peatlands offer many valuable clues to Qua-
ternary research. The purpose of this study is
to find the peatlands in Korea and to clarify
their formation process and time. Boring,
carbon dating, and pollen analysis were em-
ployed for this study.

The main findings are as follows:

1. Because the climatic and geomorphic condi-
tions are unfavourable, the peatlands in
Korea developed poorly less than the north-
ern Europe, Canada, and Japan. But the
considerable number of small peatlands is
found in alluvial plains, river and marine
terraces, and alpine marshes.

2. The most peatlands in Korea were formed in
coastal alluvial plains. These peatlands were
formed in the process that river valleys were
drowned by post glacial transgression and
then buried by alluvium. In this case the
favourable deposition field is that the depo-
sit supply from the upper stream is poor and
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the exit mouth is embanked by the beach
ridge or natural levee.

. The peats in the alluvial plains are subdivid-

ed by depositional locations as follows;
basal peat, turning point peat, swale peat,
and back marsh peat. The thickest peat
layer is usually found in the turning point
peatland.

. The basal peats were formed before 6,000

years B.P. and the others of the alluvial
plains were formed after 6,000 years B.P.

. Several peatlands were distributed on river

and marine terraces. The carbon dating
ages of these peats reveal about 30,000
years B.P.

. Alpine marsh peats were found at Dea Am,

Jiri, and Hwawang mountain. These peat
layers are thin and the formation time is
considered as Holocene.

. The vegetations which formed the peats

were mainly Phragmites, Typhaceae and
Artemisia.



