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The “block of material” in research is the huge mass of books bearing on the innumerable topics and subtopics within
the subject. The obvious first step in carving out the substance of your report is to find out whether someone has already
dealt with your subject in print—in an article, it may be, or in a book. At this late date in the world’s history very few
subjects of research can be entirely original. Even the newest experiment in science has been led up to, and the report
on the new work usually gives a bibliography, which is but a record of previous findings.

The record of earlier work in any field--known as its “literature”—is accessible in many ways, of which more will
be said in"Chapter 4. The fact to note here is that, barring exceptional cases, leads to your material exist, probably in
abundance. Discovering them is a question of skill and patience—of technique. (pp. 22-23)
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