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Exactly 3 years ago in February 1986, ANS
Korea Section was honoured to have invited
the—then French/ Ambassador who talked ab-
out the French Foreign Policy con Nuclear
Energy. At that time he was the first speaker
of the year and also the first foreign ambassa-
dor who had ever spoken at our meeting.

Thus the French people are first in many
activities. For this first meeting of the Year of
Serpenf, we are pleased to have our first
speaker from the French Embassy again. The
French people are not only first in social life
but also very fast in science and engineering
so that they have successfully developed the
first commercial fast breeder reactor in the
world.

Being first and fast, they are also best in
commercial transaction. France has been
known to be best, thereby most successful in
the world, in terms of nuclear power develop-
ment programme so that she is now supplying
her neighbouring countries with the cheapest,
stablest and the most reliable electricity.

The exporting share of French electricity is

now accounted for 7-8% of her total power
generation, and it will certainly increase with
time especially after 1992 when whole Europe
is united into a single economic entity.

Therefore, ! call France as Nuclear Napo-
leon or Napoleon armed with Nuclear Power
who will eventually conquer the world with
the best electric power.

When we prepared for the 5th Pacific Basin
Nuclear Conference (PBNC) held in 1985, a
friend of mine came from Paris and bluntly
claimed that France has been internationally
recognized as a Pacific Basin country on the
ground of her nuclear bomb tests on the
Mururoa Islands in the Pacific.

Howere, he continued, it is now the high
time for the French people to restore her
reputation and honour on the peaceful uses of
nuclear energy by submitting as many papers
as possible to the forthcoming 5th PBNC. To
make the long story short, he said, France is a
Pacific Basin country. So she is entitled to
submit many papers to Technical Programme
Committee of the conference. To this, I
answered. To make the short story shorter,
France is not a Pacific Basin country, although
she may be an Atlantic power.

We had quite
said, no one, perhaps except you, recognizes

long argument like that. I

France as a Pacific country because her capital
city, Paris, is located near the Atlantic Ocean.
To this, he chipped in, saying “Is the loca-
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tion of capital city the critical factor?” Needless
to say, | answered “Of Course!” Then he
said : If so, Canada and the United States
should be removed from the membership of
the Pacific Basin Nuclear Conference. Because
Ottawa and Washington, D.C. are near the
Atlantic Ocean. If they are removed, France
will also stay away from the Conference.

I was somewhat impatient with such com-
pulsive plea. So I concluded that I am the
host, I am the cook, and I am the man who is
responsible for preparing the table of this con-
ference. My definition of being a Pacific Basin
country is such that majority of population and
majority of territory should be located along
the Pacific realm. In this context, France is an
Atlantic country, whereas Canada, Mexico and
the United States are semi— Pacific countries.

I am the very man who is empowered to
establish the guidelines for the definition and
qualification of the membership. Now let me
tell you that, as far as this conference is con-
cemed, [ said, [ am the Chief Justice, and I
am the Law, as your King Louis the 14th
once said We are the Law.

Some weeks later he and | went to a res-
taurant for dinner and had very amicable dis-
cussions. After many glassess of wine, we en-
ded up with deriving a new formula such that
France is officially a Pacific Basin Nuclear
country because she has been very active in
nuclear activities in the Pacific. For instance,
she has supplied 2 power reactors to Korea, 2
others to China, a chemical reprocessing plant
to Japan, etc. etc.

Thus France has become a Pacific Basin
country not by her military applications of
nuclear energy but because of her peaceful
approach toward the utilization of nuclear
power in this aregion.

Now coming back to the special speaker of
this month, I'd to introduce to you the ambas-
sador from the first, fast and best country in
many aspects. His Excellency Hubert de La
Fortelle is the speaker this morning who re-
ceived the best education from the top-notch-
ed institutions such as Paris Law School, Paris
Political Science Institute, and National School
of Administration which is Ecole Nationale
d’Administration.

Since 1967 H.E.de La Fortelle has begun to
work at the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
One year later, he became 2nd Secretary at
the French Embassy in Tokyo. For 2 years
from 1971, he served with the Div. of Econo-
mic and Financial Affairs at the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs.

In 1973 His Excellency was appointed the
Advisor to the Minister of Foreign Affairs.
From 75 to 78 he was Second Counsellor at
the Embassy in the Hague.

So far as | know the most significant accom-
plishment he made in the government was his
creative work and services when his Excellen-
cy was appointed diplomatic advisor to the
Prime Minister, wherein he developed the
comprehensive French foreign policy including
nuclear matters.

For 5 years from 81 to 86 he served at the
Embassy in Bonn ; firstly as First Counsellor and
later as Minister — Counsellor.

After that he was dispatched to the Ministry
of Defense as Diplomatic Advisor to the Minis-
ter. It was July 1987 when H.E. set his feet on
this Land of Morning Calm as French Ambas-
sador to this Republic.

His Excellency is a good player of tennis,
ski and sailing. His hobby is music.

.The title of his speech is Research and De-
velopment in the French Nuclear Policy.
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