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ABSTRACT

Study on the Housing Condition
of Patients with Spinal Cord Injury

Chul Jae Myung, R.P.T, M. P H.
Department of Rehabilifation Medicine, Yonset Universily Medical Center

The purpose of this survey is assessing the type and amount of difficulties in the everyday
life of the handicapped, thereby finding ways to make their lives easier.

it is our intention that this survey provide helpful information in the designing of equipment
to help patients with spinal cord injury

Research was limited to patients with spinal cord injury living within the Seoul area.

23 people were questioned on the particular problems of domestic life, and the following
results were obtained.

1. To allow easy entrance and exit of buildings, a gradually sloping ramp, complete with
handrail, should replace staircases,

2 . The bottom of all doorways should be no higher than 2 cm off the floor to allow easy
wheelchair access.

3. All doorways(including elevators) should be at least 80 cm wide so wheelchairs can
pass freely.

4 . Bathrooms should have sufficient space for wheelchairs to turn around,

5 . Handles should be installed in restrooms to make use for patients with spinal cord
injury,

6 . Sinks must be at least 66 cm above the floor to allow wheelchair users to approach the
sink directly.

7 . In order for the armresis of a wheelchair to fit under a table, it must be at least 76
cm high.

8 . Restroom mirrors should be placed at a height that allows for wheelchair users to
utilize them,

g . Toilets that are useable by patients with spinal cord injury must be installed.
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The purpose of this research is not only helping people with spinal cord injury, but also to
help remove obstacles found in present day buildings, thus making life easier for all

handicapped persons.
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