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Evokrtional Patterns of Crop—Diversification (1960 —{980)
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Evolutional Patterns of Agricultural Space in Korea

(1960 ~1980) ; A Crop-Diversifica.ion Analysis

Summary

Present farm of Korea did not spring into
existence overnight. It reflects the characteris-
tics of any one stage of the evolutionary process
that has closely paralleled stages in economic
and social development of Korea.

From the viewpoint of degree of crop-diversi-
fication this evolutionary process of agriculture
includes three stages of farming diversity: sub-
Jistence (or single product farming), diversi-
fied (or mixed), and specialized as most ad-
vanced phase, in order. The stage of farming
diversity differ not only historically but also
regionally in Korea.

This study puts the purpose to clarify the
spatial variations of the evolutionary stages in
Korean agriculture between 1960 and 1980
through the analysis of trend of crop-diversifi-
cation. The materials of 1960, 1970 and 1980
-agricultural censuses are used of the analytical
data based on Si and Goon as areal units.

And 4 evolutional patterns representing
evolutional degree are categorized in advance:
Patern A ; steady specialization, Pattern B;steady
diversification, Pattern C ; specialization follow-
ed to diversification, Pattern D ; diversification
followed to specialization.

To determine evolutional patterns of areal
units 5 indices measuring degree of crop-diver-
sification were adopted, compared, and finally

Chan-Kj Suh*

a synthetic (or re-presentative) pattern was
determined and mapped
The major findings are as follows;

(1) It is apparent that Korean agricultural
space as a whole has experiencing the
evolutionary process of specialization
followed to diversification stage, but in
regionally there appears considerable differ-
entiation of evolutional characteristics.

(2) The spatial structures of Korean agriculture
are largely composed of 3 parts; Pattern A
regions concentrate in Gyeonggi Do. Pattern
B regions occupy most of Young Nam
Province. Pattern C regions distribute be-
tween pattern A and B regions.

(3) From the viewpoint of degree of diversifi-
cation pattern A regions are most advanced
agricultural regions in Korea, while pattern
B regions stay at comparatively low evolu-
tionary stage, and pattern C regions are
applicable to the transitional belt.

(4) These regional differentiations seem to be
formed originally by the region’s spatial
relationship to the Seoul of the largest
central place in Korea, especially distance
from Seoul, and physical environment.
And there is a tendency forming single
integrated agricultural space system, as a
whole, focused on Seoul market in parall-
eled with the national economic develop-
ment.

* Professor, Department of Geography, Kyungbuk National University.



