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ABSTRACT

Genetic and morphometric comparison between two species of the genus Agkistrodon
were performed to estimate the degree of genic variation and to clarify the taxonomic status
of Cheju population, a suspected hybrid form between A. blomhoffii brevicaudus and A.
ussuriensis. A sum of 147 specimens representing six populations of A.b. brevicaudus and
two populations of A. ussuriensis was used in this study. Out of the 21 loci examined, 5
loci (Adh, Ldh-2, Mdh-2, Mpi, Pgi) were monomorphic with identical mobility in both species.
Other 5 loci (Aco, Gp, Fum, Ipo and Xdh in A. b. brevicaudus; Est, Got-1, Gp, Mdh-1 and
6Pgd in A. ussuriensis) were highly poplymorphic. The degree of genic variation of A.b.
brevicaudus and A. ussuriensis was A=155, P=42.1%, ﬁD =0.096, H—G =0.115, and
A=145P=31.6%, Hy=0.117, H5=0.121, repectively. These values are twofold higher
than those of other reptilian species reported (Selander, 1976) including Korean species of
Rhabdophis tigrina and Elaphe dione (Paik and Yang, 1986, 1987). The average values of
the genetic similarities among six populations of A. b. brevicaudus and two populations of
A. ussuriensis were 5=0.919 and S =0.962, respectively, whereas the value between species
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was S=0.662. Presumed divergent time estimate (Nei, 1975) of these two species was about
1.8 million years ago. The analysis of the geographic variations of various morphological
characters was based on Gloyd’s criteria (Gloyd, 1972). Coloration of tongue and tail tip,
the number of ventral scales, and the number of subcaudal scales are good diagnostic
characters to identify these two species. The pattern of cross band is, however, highly
variable within and between populations of both species. No hybrid was detected and the
suspected hybrid form of Cheju population falls within the range of A. ussuriensis in the

genetic and morphometric analyses.
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WEE A RS (Agkistrodon) el #F AFE A Stejneger (1907) 7} A. blomhoffii
intermedius & TWI oW L FAEd s A EH, Thomson(1916), Slevin
(1925), #:(1928), Sowerby(1930), Maki(1931), Rendahl(1933), +J&(1936), Emelianov
(1937), Dixon(1956), Shannon(1956) 5 HEi# 2 R TREE S E=3I9 A hals
brevicaudusSy  A. h. intermedius® 2 TWRESE WA Pope(1935), At - RF
(1963), 2% - F(1975)& ©| & HH AR/l €& He& 5o mEE WEA €3 A
halys 2 FEemstach, 28iY Gloyd(1972) & Evl ¥ ks dadoz PREEES K
et AR @EE SEAHES A saxatilis (FN RV, A. blomhoffii brevicaudus (4 Z-A}F)
2 s¥Hsls B9 A caliginosusE FilEe 2 F7) sty & S HEIHUx Paik 5
(1979) 2 EilvkEhEel A8 BETFHWE A8t ) 3fEel 27| Hird ML & #HE
Zsta ol & RIS AR XEMEES ®MT v ok, T Toriba(1988) = LiL 3HE F
A. caliginosusol W& MBEY 546, HEEE 9 KA B &R, A caliginosus €
A. ussuriensis (2 A2 A}) o] RifEREZ o2 s,

R A3 HEE ARAE SES RS A. blomhoffii brevicaudus®t A. ussuriensis 2
fEol Wt MM RS R 2 EMM Wl FEsle 9 BRI ol 21
fifle] Zd=E EME BE 3 BEHEE B5ES wiled 1 £A-0] st

2 A7 syAgdA BEKE ¥ BEEMN HF 23 LR AR AR,
BEW, kR 2 daAeld =& & £iiadA FAtdo

MEt A FHE

19854 8 A H-El 19864F 8H7HA Mgk T{H HuRolA AR UTAAZ AEARE AHEHSKA
t}(Fig. 1, Table 1),

BERAEIREE ether2 o} A2 F s F-sted MEBCOR, HH, BRS HAE2 —F&F
sty —75CoA B 1@t HALS 10% formalindl [EESIS CRIAER AR
Bt AR B3,
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Fig. 1. Map showing the sampling localities.
A. b. brevicaudus (A}

1, Kosdng; 2, Ch'unch’on; 3, Kangniing; 4, Andong; 5, Pusan; 6, Kurye.

A. ussuriensis (@)

7, Kangniing; 8, Cheju.

1) BFEAXE

Yang and Patton(1981) % Paik $(1979)2] #H ¥ o

9} 3}l o Thorizontal starch gel

electrophoresiss 3lsla old 4143 gel 11.3% (Sigma, s—4501) ). ZF Aol Al F5H
g #H#k2> 4Col A glass homogenizer(Braun Co.)2 EEEET 3 3047 (Sorvall RC-5B,
Rotor SS-34) & o1& 49,000g(20,000rpm) & 30& 7+ KR0S T FBHS 9o R
vkE) ARE AHE AT, ERRE) F doA 7 BEE 2 BHEO isozyme patterng Ed

2 sl J/fAHEE genotyped FIT HME THE(A),

R (P),

HOBRERAFHE

(H) (Selander, 1976) & At&sle] Aozt HHH) SRAEE vTetdy 7 Ao HETH
EE 7% 3t Rogers genetic similarity coefficients(Rogers, 1972) &% F-3lod &{Em
SER%BRAMRE 73151 Sneath and Sokal(1973) 9] UPGMA 3%t& BIOSYS programo 2 &
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Table 1. Collection locality, date and number of specimens.

No. of specimens for

C;())li:itti;n Collection date .
morphology electrophoresis

A. b. brevicaudus

1. Kosdng Aug. 26, 1986 20 19

2. Ch'unch'dn July 13, 1986 23 19

3. Kangniing Aug. 26, 1985 20 11

4. Andong Aug. 26, 1986 19 18

5. Pusan Aug. 30, 1986 20 20

6. Kurye July 24, 1986 19 20
A. ussuriensis

7. Kangniing Aug. 26, 1985 10 8

8. Cheju Aug. 26, 1985 16 14

A5 dendrogram® A4, WAL Nei(1972) 3t ol 43tod 2/ HMLAAE +7
et

2) REME .
8/ Ak UTANAS 2 gy, 2He HE FEIx EREE, BE, EHEE ETRES
Hgrsted oF - o MR Mg FF, MR EEEE el ¥ cross band®l pattern¥}

HAEER T AAANE 24

1) EEN 22

ofEe] HLER EMER AEE T A8t 8l £ES AR 16HES] BER % &
FIEA 1918 BEFE A3ty @l THES Siis 23 Table 29 2, Adh, Ldh
-2, Mdh-2, Mpi 2 Pgi®} 5 &MEF(26.3%)= A HME F3] #2871 dAx FA—3 #@ET
gdov fMERdE #EL ddd. U A WA EET(73.7%) = BRI dde £E #
fERel 287 Q. A. b brevicaudus® 7% Aco, Gp, Fum, Ipo 2 Xdhel 5 EET
7 A EE A S AMEMEREE Hol: vl A wssuriensisy Est, Got-1, Gp, Mdh-1 R
6Pgdel S5 EM TN =L $HEY #RE Jepld, 28Md< Aco, Est, Fum, Idh-1,
Idh-2, Ipo 2 Xdh® TR BEFNA MRl FRE %7 Ao, o F #Effr= s &
Bele EREFLT, I8, HEKeE 2fE pRIR FMER-S L A. ussuriensis<t
mEmes A F—stgdon BN S A8 SRR dokch whebd EME
B A ussuriensis® TEH S [afEIN] THEHSA AL FERHEEEET 48 A=A
I= Mo ujRo] Hol o]F Abolo SHAF AFEMEEESL Hlol lvhy w=kE
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Table 2. Allele frequencies at 19 loci of A. b. brevicaudus and A. ussuriensis.

DAL 2789 miRey MR I 1Bk MR
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A. b. brevicaudus

A. ussuriensis

locus allele
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Aco 0.11 0.09 0.06 0.05
b 0.79 0.84 0.86 0.83 0.98 0.90
c 0.10 0.16 0.11 0.02 0.05 1.00 1.00
0.05
Adh a 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00
Est 0.96 044 0.57
1.00 1.00 0.04 1.00 1.00 1.00 0.50 0.36
c 0.06 0.07
Fum a 0.05
0.95 0.45 0.83 0.86 0.88 0.83
0.55 0.17 0.14 0.12 0.17 1.00 1.00
Gdh 0.05 0.05
0.95 1.00 1.00 1.00 0.95 1.00 1.00 1.00
Got-1 a 0.37 0.50
b 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 0.63 0.50
Got-2 a 0.02 0.04
b 1.00 0.98 091 0.97 1.00 1.00 1.00 " 096
c 0.09
d 0.03
Gp a 0.05 0.10 0.08 0.14 0.07 0.05 0.13 0.04
b 093 0.60 0.92 0.78 0.88 0.88 0.81 0.82
C 0.02 0.30 0.08 0.05 0.07 0.06 0.14
Idh-1 a 0.84 0.80 0.84 0.89 0.93 1.00
b 0.05
c 0.08 1.00 1.00
d 0.16 0.20 0.08 0.11 0.02
Idh-2 a 0.09 1.00 1.00
b 1.00 1.00 091 1.00 1.00 1.00
Ipo 0.58 0.35 0.79 0.22 0.30 0.10 1.00 1.00
042 0.65 0.21 0.78 0.70 0.90
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Table 2. (Continue)

Ldh-1 a 0.98 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00
b 0.02
Ldh-2 a 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00
Mdh-1 a 0.90 1.00 0.86 1.00 0.83 0.90 0.88 0.89
b 0.10 0.14 0.17 0.10 0.12 0.11
Mdh-2 a 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00
Mpi a 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00
6Pgd a 0.08 0.37 0.21
b 1.00 1.00 0.92 1.00 1.00 1.00 0.63 0.72
c 0.07
Pgi a 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00
Xdh a 0.81 1.00
b 0.15 0.32 0.46 0.28 0.35 0.25 0.19
c 0.07 0.28 0.05 0.02
d 078 068 0.54 0.44 0.60 0.73

7 HEe) #EEN #RATE FHEY AFE Table 33 2o, A. b brevicaudus$t A.
ussuriensis® THIESTRTFHA)E D2t A=1.55 ¥ A=1.4524 |BE Elaphe dione(F
=)ol A=1.38(Paik and Yang, 1987) 2 Rhabdophis tigrina(s+85°])e A=1.30(Paik
“and Yang, 1986)¢] wl3ld FL goldon HEMAE F EZ&E7 ddd A b
brevicaudus @) ZEVUHE (P) = ¥ P=42.1% 2 A. ussuriensis® P=31.6%2rct ¥& 3t
olelony AR MER EHES PYEEAREEP=23.1% 2 ¥ Feldd
(Selander, 1976). BEUZA THE(H)E Table 304 X upedzo] A b brevicaudus<
0,=0.096, H,=0.1153 A. ussuriensist Hp=0.117, Hc=0.12124 o] 2 eI
el Hp=0.047(Selander, 1976) ol ®[sle] "M %S ol B|EBIE Rhabdophis
tigﬁnaﬂ H,=0.040, H.=0.044(Paik and Yang, 1986) 2 FElaphe dione®l H,=0.050,
H.=0.047(Paik and Yang, 1987) ®lsted 2fEA = 1 gto] ¥ HO= uw]Fojio} oF
ofES Imige]l AR AddA A7 el FAH Yobm e HES 277 s 2
Axnz FEH}(Soulé, 1976),

ofEe] MMM RMEN EE 2 XRMES BT &Fe Table 48 2L A b
brevicaudus ) HEEE FEEGEE $=0.9190 o KigEE 7 £ LEEAlE §5=0.9962
2 OEEI Ad 2 wd THREES FIEEAlE S=0.85022 E&KIAC AL A4
th, A. ussuriensis®) FMNEEI THEEBAIE S=0.96224 o] F& fhEiEel BAN £
BIR SE&fES M—3stslch(Avise, 1976). A. b. brevicaudus®t A. ussuriensis®| TEH SERRE
t F55=0.662% ol F3E £RsL gon] o] FE Paik T(1979)¢) EWEME S=0.708
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3} fAbstgith, Table 49 EEW STEES ©)4 38« UPGMA (Sneath and Sokal, 1973) &
dendrogram-¢ 2 & EHEE Fig 29 2k, A. b brevicauduse TTHEEBEC) RFfES i &
HE¥ AN e ZRE ey BRENSZ PR EIMERS A. ussuriensis
o) [LRBEEES clustering®l 2 ol T8 2871 & ¢ 5 sl

TH, ol F 28 Mok £RE #HEI7 $5te Nei(1972) 9 2Rl whef EEH EZR
BE BH 29 BRAZRMEE T D=0.353224 o] & 2fS oF 1804 Ao JfEe=
sabE 22t #H = ok (Nei, 1975).

Table 3. Genic variations of A. b. brevicaudus and A. ussuriensis.

mean No. of % polymorphism mean heterozygosity
alleles per per population per individual
locus(A)
(P) Direct count(Hp) By gene freq.(Hg)

A. b. brevicaudus

1. Kosdng 1.6 474 0.107 0.110

2. Chlunch’dn 14 36.8 0.117 0.138

3. Kangniing 1.7 579 0.095 0.142

4. Andong 1.5 36.8 0.096 0.116

5. Pusan 16 421 0.095 0.105

6. Kurye 1.5 31.6 0.068 0.079
A. ussuriensis

7. Kangniing 14 31.6 0.132 0.131

8. Cheju 1.5 316 0.102 0.112

Table 4. Rogers’ coefficients of genetic similarity(S) is given above the diagonal, and Nei’s genetic distance(D) is given

below the diagonal.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
A. b. brevicaudus
1. Koséng 0.919 0.885 0.937 0.948 0.942 0.663 0.648
2. Ch'unch’dn 0.028 0.850 0.939 0.929 0.928 0.673 0.662
3. Kangniing 0.069 0.092 0.870 0.884 0.872 0.693 0.689
4. Andong 0.015 0.018 0.086 0.956 0.957 0.656 0.638
5. Pusan 0.010 0.020 0.076 0.006 0.966 0.652 0.633
6. Kurye 0.017 0.019 0.091 0.007 0.004 0.645 0.631

A. ussuriensis

7. Kangniing 0.342 0.302 0.294 0.353 0.366 0.384 0.962
8. Cheju 0.369 0.330 0.306 0.383 0.398 0.413 0.006
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0.60 0.70 0.80 0.90 1.00
i l 1 1 3
A. b. brevicaudus
&7 Kangniing
66 23 Ch'unch’dng
97 Kurye
.96
94 | 4 Pusan
Andong
Koséng
A. ussuriensis
.96 -
E— Kangnting
Cheju
f Y T T 1
Fig. 2. Genetic similarity phenogram of A. b. brevicaudus and A. ussuriensis.
Table 5. Variation in the number of ventrals.
Female Male
locality
No. range mean SD No range mean SD
A. b. brevicaudus
1. Kosdng 11 141-165 147.2 6.32 9 139-150 1423 3.25
2. Ch'unch'dn 11 135-147 143.4 344 12 137-158 145.1 7.20
3. Kangniing 10 138-152 145.1 3.65 10 139-145 141.3 1.84
4. Andong 11 143-148 145.1 1.80 8 137-144 140.8 2.58
5. Pusan 20 136-150 141.6 3.54 — — — —
6. Kurye 12 141-148 145.3 1.88 8 137-149 142.6 3.66
A. ussuriensis
7. Kangniing 10 145-154 150.1 2.75 — — — —
8. Cheju 11 143-151 146.3 276 5 140-148 145.3 2.90

2) WRETE D
#REE AR AVB (Aghistrodon) & 3 3E= A2 Stejneger (1907) ol A3l A. b. brevicaudus<
BAFE A. blomhoffiol ¥lshed BTFRET 4600 o3t HAE (FH 48(H) 2t Aode 5

+ S HnfEo=

st o Maki(1931) & BT HlB#RL At 28 BHEE
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FEATS AA 35 BT (Cross band) o BE 4 EE AA st 2B 2

iy - J:ﬁ(l963), % - F(1975) & KEEE ARA = BIRE, ETiEe #R
e Eo] olEE A halysE HAIIFE 2 Gloyd(1972) & BT &% &3 B

RS %01 A. caliginosus & ¥t 2 L A. saxatilis, A. b. brevicaudus
MEeE FHFsled 3FES L#std . Yosida and Toriba(1986 a, b)= A. b.
brevicaudus, A. b. blomhoffii R A. b. ussuriensis 3EFE) & BB 23 PralEEE 3
miE 23 2n=3601 Rt A b blomhoffii st A. b. brevicaudus 28iFE-E WikE s}
subtelocentricl Wl ¥l8}ed A. b ussuriensis< telocentricdl A& So] o] WAL JIfE A.
ussuriensis & E AT BBED A. caliginosusoHe MIER oA6, HBEEMN B 9 Elo
Fl—&8& LA A. caliginosus® A. ussuriensis®] FEREZ 2 FTIET v ok (Toriba,
1988).

2 A3 e A b brevicaudusSt A. ussuriensis®) FREH) EREZ w1 WA BE
oA olE 27 HRAES Jelle FINEERS HERHE RE5E 7967l Hste Gloyd
(1972) & srediitel] whel FF AT, A. ussuriensis] BRI BOACS HEEM HMEE #H
e Ysle] LREERES A 1004 9 FHMEF 4R UERE BEEAA E0AZ #

R ILEERA A= 10/EE F 3 ’F”EE]&‘ Aol el A FAA RS ol F & el i
fﬁﬂ?\i"’ b FEMEES BEA S-S EERKC] diedld $AAAGT BESE olF& i
el RifistAe) rhaeel A A A fﬁﬂ—‘" ol & HEE/F A WHSAD(H - B, 1986, K
BEK). AR v FoNol MUK EMEERI) At gHPELZE FEAIHL AR
"ok, wbd F3 B Afe Ml T 2RI ol Hald BEE dEaddy #
FRo Rt 2BHES ol43le M W4t F EREE A A3e Table 59 o] i
Wke A, ussuriensis 2REM (148, < :142)°] A. b. brevicaudus 6EHEME (& @ 144,
51 142) ¢ wie) gt FE 2 FrF wekew Fle] £y 2-3E W TR
<& ettt Table 58 ©]43td hypodigme 28 A3} (Fig. 3) A. ussuriensis A 3o] A.
b. brevicaudus HEEHE <} greo]l =LA Jehdm 28 33 TR HOHTHAANE Jepd
o] BfiE Gloyd(1972) 2 Paik % (1979 A7zt dAoh, BTFREE FEHT &R
(Table 6) A. ussuriensis B A. b. brevicaudus £EE T} 1 ot gov BETMHREE ¥
B EREete 2 $70] ¢Elng 23 B BiEES JehlE RIS e
Wow hypodigme =23 #REE Fig 49 2},

we fo N ok fr

130 1‘35 190 135 1§0 1‘55 1§0 1@5 170
A. b. brevicaudus
Female (75) ——————j—
Male (47) —
A. ussuriensis
Female (21) —
Male (5) —t
130 135 140 145 150 155 160 165 170

Fig. 3. Variation in the number of ventrals in the hypodigm of each of the two forms.
The horizontal bar indicates the range of variation, the vertical bar the mean, and the rectangles two

standard deviation on each side of the mean.
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Table 6. Variation in the number of subcaudals.

Female Male
locality
No. range mean SD No. range mean SD
A. b. brevicaudue
1. Koséng 11 36-42 33.7 3.23 9 27-39 39.1 1.80
2. Chlunch’'an 11 33-38 35.3 1.57 10 31-45 39.0 3.54
3. Kangniing 10 31-40 34.1 2.70 10 34-39 374 1.63
4. Andong 11 32-38 35.2 1.89 8 36-41 37.2 1.88
5. Pusan 20 3343 38.0 3.08 — — —_ —
6. Kurye 12 32-38 35.1 1.87 8 3943 39.1 1.38
A. ussuriensis
7. Kangniing 10 34-47 394 3.74 — — —
8. Cheju 11 35-48 38.2 — 5 38-43 39.8 1.92
25 30 35 40 45 50
A. b. brevicaudus
Female (75) |
Male (47) o
A. ussuriensis
. e
Female (21) (=SS
Male (5) , =
25 30 35 40 45 50

Fig. 4. Variation in the number of subcaudals in the hypodigm of each of the two forms.

Plbe) #ERER nFe] Hol EF3 EIS AR, BERK 2 BEFHREE mEs oM B
BolH ™ ke il AW FMEMS MBMBEKe #R Vs HH EH
o) %4, KRB 2 R TFHE] dAME A. ussuriensis® LREERET JdAste o= vF
o] Mol FMEES A ussuriensisZ SHF el epFsictn APRE

E hil

 HEIE R (Aghistrodom) 2FES) NI, TREMY 9 RERIEERE MR A -
me sty 9sted EiERe) TIH MUk A 147/EEES BAgEste EREE 2
HIEHE aie AT BRe oo 2o
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1. 15M@e] R 2 HAEANAM 19Fe EMTE wilisle HEMEN BRE
E3 vk 5 GEMEF(26.3%) = R P EEECY AE X2R ddz x|
14He EETF ME EE e O 22 2 HEEN 8BRS Y

2. Z+ HEES AN BREAES HHT A3 A b brevicauduse BT A=
1.55, P=42.1%, H,=0.096 2@ H:=0.11593 A. ussuriensists= A=1.45,
P=31.6%, Hp=0.117 ¥ H=0.1222A = JE&HHA wlsto] ¥ EMEMN B
£E Jelllon ol olE o KMol 2x LY A ddx e

3. ez 2fEe hREICE SAZY FHMEES TEREES A
ussuriensis®} F—HL 2 FERE N o B #ES A3 3oty & dddh

4, 2FEMIS) MM EMEYE S=0.66284 o]E2 < 180FAEA kA
o &g} #HHEA G

ﬁ
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