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The Characters of Nongong New Community in
the Taegu Metropolitan Area

Summary

The intent of this study is to make clear the
characteristics of the new Nongong community,
which lies to the southwest of Taegu(27 kilo-
meters from the city), in terms of the “New
Town” and the correlation of its growth with
the metropolitan city.  Materials for this
study have included books, questionnaires by
mail and on-the-spot survey reports and main
observations can be summed up as follows.

First, Nongong new community was original-
ly planned as a garden city for industries and
houses modelled upon the new city in advanced
countries. Industrial complex emphasized and
housing complex reduced, however, it was not
built up as a balanced city for industries and
houses.

Second, Nongong new community has
accommodated factories scattered in Taegu
and takes on the city’s industrial suburb char-
acter. For the foreseeable future, it will be
linked with Hyonp’ung, a neighboring town,
and will grow to be a new satellite city of the
mother city, Taegu, independently opportunity
of the metropolitan city economically. Also,
by affording employment to its hinterland, it
will develop into a heart city in the south-
western suburban area of Taegu metropolitan
city.

Third, the population mobility rate of the
new community is 59.3 percent, which means a
high mobility of its population over than other

Tea-Hwa Park*

industrial cities in Korea. In particular, 44.1
percent of its population has moved from
Taegu, its mother city, and 48.2 percent has
moved out to be city. Accordingly, its resid-
ents consist of mostly native population (33.7
percent) and immigration population - from
Taegu (29.0 percent) and the community
results in strongly Taegu-oriented.

Fourth, the second industry has a relatively
high rate in the new community (40.3 percent),
compared with the first industry (12.4 percent)
and the third industry (32.6 percent). Side
job families includes, 55.8 percent of its house-
holds engage in the manufacturing industry.
Textile mills are numerically superior (45.7
percent), which means the strong influence of
Taegu, while metalworking and machine
industries exceed in number of workers (66.0
percent), which means influence of Ch’angwon
on the community.

Fifth, in Nongong community, 52.9 percent
of its population (around 6,000) are commuters
from Taegu, due to lack of the rear dwelling
place, and 26.2 percent from its neighboring
hinterland. Viewed in this light, the communi-
ty is an industrial satellite town closely related
to Taegu.

Sixth, numerous native people consist of the
lower classes and immigration population the
middle classes ; the relatively high-income
brackets are commuters from its mother city.
This hampers development of the community
as a new town and makes the industrial town
just a company town.

* Assistant Professor, Department of Geography, Kyungbuk National University.



