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< Abstract™>

A Survey on Nurses’® Attitudes and Knowledge of AIDS

Acquired immune deficiency syndrome(AIDS) is a serious disease epidemic unparall-
eled in modern medicine. To a far greater degree than most other discase,AIDS elicits
highly emotional, prejudicial and hysterical reactions from the public. Nurses, more
than any other health care professionals, are on the front line of AIDS patient care.
S0, as the tragedy of AIDS spreads, more and more nurses are facing their own am-
bivalence about the disease. They’'re concerned about their own safety, frustrated over
their patients’ poor prognoses and anxious for more information. The purpose of this
study was to examine nurses’ attitude toward AIDS patients and to measure nurses’
knowledge about AIDS. Subjects of the study were 83 nurses who participated in a
coutinuing education program related to AIDS at Y hospital. Data were collected using
a questionnaire was made up of two sections; to examine attitudes toward the AIDS
patients Kelly’s prejudicial evaluation scale and Social interaction scale was used, to
measure knowledge ahout AIDS a knowledge evaluation tool developed by the investi-
gatiors was used. The data were analyzed using percentages, means, Pearson correla-
tion coefficients, paired t-test, ANOVA.

The results of this study were as follows;

1. Among the prejudicial evaluation items, the highest mean ratings on bias toward
AIDS patients were “dangerous to others” (4.446), “responsible for his illness” (4.
442), “should be quarantined” (4.181), “deserves to lose job”(4.036). In contrast,
the lowest mean ratings were “deserves medical care” (1.554), “illness traumatic
for him” (1.744), “suicide is best solution” (2.012).

As a result it can be seen that the nurses in this study had a negative attitude
toward AIDS patients, especially as they were related to interpersomal relationship
with the patient with AIDS. These results were not dramatically changed after
receiving education related to AIDS.

2. Among the social interaction items, the hightest mean ratings on the agreement of
Interaction were “willing to continue friendship® (3.446), “willing to engage in con
versation” (3.313).

In contrast, the lowest mean ratings were “allow children to visit” (1.458), “wil-
ling to remew lease” (1.855), “attended party where preparing food” (2.012), And
reviewing the mean scores of 7 items, the range of scores were 1.458~3, 446, These
results were changed slightly after a continuing education program on AIDS(t=14.
97,p=.000). So it is concluded that some fears about AIDS are probably due to
misconception about how AIDS ig transmitted. But still the range of mean scores on
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7 items as 1.747~3, 663, that is most nurses in the study were not willing to inter-
act with the patient with AIDS.
Among the 20 items included in the knowledge evaluation tool, the average score
for correct items was 12, 8 at first test before receiving continuing education.

But after receiving continuing edﬁcation the nurses’ knowledge about AIDS was

significantly improved (t=-—11.89, p==.000) and the average score for correct ans-
wers was 17,

Negative attitude and perceptions of AIDS found_ hefe suggest that nurses will
experience discomfort and difficulty establishing positive, open, and noﬁjudgmental
care relationships with AIDS patients. And the results of this study demonstrates
the need to better prepare nurses to nonjudgmentally view and irnteract with AIDS
patients, and to become more knowledgeable about AIDS.
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