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TEXT

X. Greek Philosophers

In ancient Greece, scholars did not specialize in just one or two particular areas of study as
they do today. Each Greek scholar studied mathematics, physics, logic, music, astronomy, and
the use of language in speech and writing. They inquired into the proper ways to govern, the
workings of the um’verée, the relationship between mathematics and music, and almost every
other concern of an active and imaginative mind. A scholar who studied all these things was
called a Sophist, which means “one who works at being wise.”

The Sophists took nothing for granted. They asked: How can anyone really be sure of anything
in this world? How can anyone be sure the gods really exist when no one can see, hear, feel,
taste, or sméll them? And if there are no Gods to tell us what is the right thing to do, can we
depend on the laws of the people who govern us? Will they be just laws? And for that matter,
what kind of people should be allowed to write the laws others have to obey? From these ques-
tions it is easy to see why the Sophists were not always pOpli.laI‘ with the city’s leaders or many
of its citizens.

The most famous of all the philosophers was a short, snub-nosed man called Socrates. Socrates
lived from 469 B.C. to 399 B.C. He was at the height of his popularity during and immediately
following the Peloponnesian War. Unfortunately for Socrates, his popularity was mostly with
the young people.

Socrates asked questions about everything, including religion, politics, and the proper behavior
of one person toward another. He believed that the only way people could arrive at the truth
was by questioning their own opinions. He said they should never place confidence in their tradi-
tions or the things they had beén told by others. Only by continually questioning their beliefs,
forming their own answers, and then discussing those answers with others did Socrates believe
people could gain knowledge. Tkis kind of inquiry is called the Socratic method of inquiry.

None of the writings of Socrates have survived and scholars know about him only through the
writings of others. The period in which Socrates lived was one of great unrest and hardship for
Athens, The city was struggling against heav.y odds in the war with Sparta at that time. And
Socrates was encouraging the young people to question the very foundations of the Athenian way
of life. Socrates was thought to be very dangerous to the city of Athens because of his in-
fluence on the young people. He was considered a threat to Athens’ stability during this critical
time in his city's history.

Socrates was brought to trial in 339 B.C. for not being loyal to the state. The citizens of
Athens chafged him with disrespect to the gods and with corrupting the youth of Athens.
Socrates was sentenced to die by drinking a cup of hemlock, which is poisonous. It is helieved
that Socrates preferred death to exile. If a citizen of Athens moved or was exiled to another
city, he was considered to be a “foreigner” and was unable to take part in the political life of
his new homeland. To Socrates and many other Athenians, exile would have been the same as
death. Politics was thought to be one of the most important of human activities.

Historians know about the teachings of Socrates mainly through the writings of another great
philosopher, Plato. This famous pupil of Socrates wrote about the great philosophical problems
that people have faced for centuries. He asked what kind of goverment would produce the most
good, what love was, how a person could behave ethically, and many other questions that have



concerned people through the ages. His writings are in the form of dialogues, compositions in
which two or more characters have a conversation. Socrates poses questions to a group of bis
students. The students reply to Socrates and also discuss the answer among themselves. But
Socrates never tells them what the answer to the problem is. He answers each question from the
students with another gquestion. In this way, the students are forced to c:cmtirm.allyr question
themselves and others in an effort to reach the truth.

One of the most famous of Plate's dialogues is the Republic. In it, Plato outlines his plan for
an ideal society. This ideal society would contzin three main groups of people: the scholars; the
soldiers; and the farmers, artisans, and merchants, The scholars had the most knowledge and
intelligence, according to Plato. So they would be the rulers. The soldiers would defend the
country. The class of merchants, artisans and farmers would produce and distribute goods for
the whele community. The group to which a person belonged would be decided by that person's
intelligence rather than by birth.

Plato was mostly concerned with the idea of good. He thought there was an ideal virtue and
that human good was only a reflection of this ideal. Plato said that people should continually
- try to improve themselves so that they might come nearer to this ideal good. Aristotle, another
famous philosopher and a student of Plato, saw the search for truth differently. While Socrates
believed in continual questioning and discussion and Plato believed in ideal godd as the way to
truth, Aristotle approached truth through the study of the natural world areund him. He was
the first to use modern scientific methods. He classified living things inte groups, much as is
done in biology today, and ~then he extended this system into other kinds of inquiry. He classified
governments, for example, according to whether they were headed by one man, by a few men,
or by many men, and showed how there were good and bad governments.

Aristotle differed from Plato in his idea of the best kind of government. He thought that a
society should be ruled by a large middle class and that the govemment should provide money to
help the poor. Aristotle also believed that it was best for people to live moderately and avoid

excess in every part of their lives.

WORKBOOK

Pre-class preparation
1. Understanding the Main Idea
1. What is the main idea of this story
a. That ancient Greek thinkers were interesting people.
b. That ancient Greek thinkers constantly caused trouble in society.
¢. That ancient Greek thinkers influenced much of modern Western thought,.
d. That ancient Greek thinkers are still famous even today.
2. Which 'of the following statements about early Greek philosophers is true?
a. They specialized in only one field. b. They were very similar to present-day scholars.
¢, They were very wise men. d. They had a very broad range of knowledge.
3. What is the main feature of the Socratic method of inguiry?
a. To continually question and discuss one’s beliefs.
b. To give up all of one's opinions,
¢. To try to discover the ideal good.
d. To put everything into the form of a2 dialogue.
4, What was the primary reason that Athens put Socrates to death?



. He was 2n incredibly ugly man.

. He was extremely popular with the young people.

. He threatened the political stability of the state.

. He wanted to become the political leader of Athens.

[=TR - T~ L ]

5. One of the most important techniques of Plate's dialogues was
a. to answer a question with another question. b. to search for the truth.
c. to avoid excess in all things. d. to develop the ideal society.
6. Which was of the greatest importance in Plate's ideal society?
a. That a person's status would be decided by birth.
b. That one’s age was most important.
¢. That a person’s status would be decided by intelligence.
d. That society should be divided into different groups.
7, What was a major point of difference between Aristotle and both Plato and Socrates?
. He wanted to search for truth.
. He used modern scientific methods.
. He believed in continual questioning and discussion.
. He tried to find the ideal good.
8, What could you say about the development of Greek science?

a0 oTtop

a. It depended greatly upon the ideas of other cultures.
b. It depended largely on its own.
c. It never developed very much at all.
d. It relied primarily on myths.
T . Recalling Details
1. The scholars known as “those who worked at being wise” were called
a. Socratics b. Platonics c. Hittites d. Sophists
2. Socrates was most popular with
a. youth b. scholars c. the middle class d. the political leaders
3. Why was it that Athenians regarded exile to be the same as death?
a. They could no longer practice their religion.
b. They could no longer be with their families.
¢. They could no longer take part in politics.
d. They could no longer meet their friends.
4; What was the reason that Socrates never told his students the answer to a2 problem?
a, To make them angry,
b, He didn't know himself.
c. He wanted to make them continue questioning everything.
d. He wanted to confuse them. -
5, Which group did Plato believe should rule in society?

a. The soldiers b. The merchants ¢. The farmers d. The scholars
6. How did Aristotle feel that people should live?

a. They should live moderately. b. They should go to extremes.

¢. They should give their money away. ~d. They should do as they wish.

M. Definitions of the New Words
(1) area(of study)—a field or division of research.
(2) universe—the entire world and totality of existence known to man.



(3) scholar—a person who studies a particular subject deeply and extensively.

(4) sophist—an ancient Greek scholar with broad interests and a questioning approach te

everything.

(5) concern—something which we feel is important and of interest to us.

(6) tradition—a long-held belief or practice of a society.

(7) inquiry—a questioning and probing of some matter to understand it.

(8) intelligence—the capacity of a person to think and understand.

(9) distribute—to give out 2 supply of something to the members of a group.

(10) excess—te go beyond what is thought to be normal or acceptable.

(11) virtue—that quality which is thought good and admirable by people.

V. Important Phrases

(1) specialize in: Nowadays most doctors specialize in a particular field of medicine. After
freshman year college students begin to specialize in their major.

(2) inquire into: The police are going to inquire into the circumstances of the murder. If you
are planning to buy a house, you should inquire into getting a mortgage.

(3) take something for granted: Young Koreans today tazke it for granted that they will
always have enough to eat. One leading cause of divorce is that husband and wife come
to take each other for granted.

(4) be popular with: T-shirts and blue jeans are quite popular with college co-eds. Travel by
train is no longer popular with most Americans.

(5) be at the height of: To win an QOlympic gold medal an athlete must be at the height of
his athletic performance. At the height of their popularity the Beatles could make a hit
song out of anything.

(6) bring somebody to trial: After a person is arrested and charged with a crime, he should
be brought to trial as quickiy as possible. In a just society the wicked and corrupt should
be brought to trial. )

(7) place confidence in: Parents usually place their confidence in the teacher to eduate their
children. Every time you board an airplane you place your confidence in the pilot.

(8) in an effort to: In an effort to protect his {eelings I was unable to tell him my honest
opinion. Many charitable groups raise funds in an effort to assist the needy.

(9) classify things into: It is the method of the scientist to classify everything that he sees
into specific categories. Jane tends to classify people into those she likes and those she
doesn’t.

(10) be concerned with: A lot of people today are concerned with the effect of industrial
pollution on the environment. A priest or minister is always concerned with the spiritual
welfare of his parishieners.

(11) extend into: If warm weather extends into the fall, it is known as Indian summer. Over
the past few thousand years the influence of China has extended into Korea and Japan.

Follow-up Assignments
1. Substitution Drill
(1) The only way people could arrive at the truth was by questioning their own opinions.
(conclusions, decisions, beliefs)
(2) The gods(teachers, parents, professors) tell us what is the right thing to do.
(3) They inquired into the proper ways to govern. (the workings of the universe, the relationship



between mathematics and music, all the other concerns of the human mind}

{4) He asked questions about the proper behavior (attitude, manners, feelings) of the persen
toward another.

(5) A schelar who studied all these things was called a Sophist. (a physicist, a psychologist,
a chemist)
{6) How can anyone be sure the gods really exist? (life on earth will go on forever, the earth
will come to an end, 2 nuclear war will destroy everything)

(7) He was considered (thought, believed, recognized) to be very dangerous to the country.

(8) The citizen of Athens charged him with disrespect to the gods. -(corrupting the young
people, defying the authorities, murdering a man)

(9) It is believed that Socrates preferred death to exile. (honesty to dishonesty, honor to
dishonor, truth to untruth)

{10) He asked what kind of government would produce the most good. (what kind of education
would be good for people, what kind of life would be recommendable, how a person could
behave ethically)

(11) Aristotle saw the search for truth (fortune, fame, happiness) differently.

(12) Students asked guestions about everything, including religion. (art, music, philosophy)

I. Difficult Structures

(1) Word order reversal: Observe the following expressions and the difference in word order.

1. Only by continually questioning their beliefs did Socrates believe people could gain
knowledge. .
Socrates believed people could gain knowledge only by continually questioning their
beliefs.
Socrates believed that the only way people could gain knowledge was by questioning
their own beliefs.
2, S0 rapidly does he. speak that no one can catch all the words.
He speaks so rapidly that no one can catch all the words.
3. For you to give him the money was foolish.
It was foolish of you to give him the money.
4, Never have ] seen a more beautiful sight.
1 have never seen a more beautiful sight.
Exercise: Rewrite the following sentences in different word order.
1, The commander judged they could cross the river only by boat.
2, Our teacher said we could carry out the task only with a carefully worked out plan.
3. We seldom see a man who is not interested in money.
4. Tt was your idea for us to go by bus.
5. I could discover the truth from this experience.
{2) Present perfect Tense: Observe the following sentences and the difference bhetween Simple
Past and Present Perfect.
1. I met John in high school. I have known him since high scheol.
2, The man died two months ago. He has been dead for two months.
3. Sam has left the house. He left ten minutes ago.
4. Nancy has caught a cold. She caught it yesterday.
5. I have met Susie before. I met her in 1965,

6. Plato wrote about the great philosophical problems that people have faced for centuries.



7. He also asked many questions that have concerned people through the ages,
Exercise: Write a sentence to fit the time expression given.
1. _for two days now. 2, _ last year. 3. __since 1980. 4, _a long time ago.
5. __up to now. 6. __lately. 7. _so far. 8, _last June.
3) SO THAT-MAY(CAN)=in order that: Ohserve the following expressions.
1. People should continually try to improve themselves so that they might come nearer to
this ideal good.
2. Students should study hard so that they may pass the college entrance examination,
3. He works on Sundays so that he can earn enough to pay Lis tuition.
Exercise: Rewrite the following sentence using SO THAT,
1. John is driving faster in order to get to school in time,
2. John and Nancy are working even on Sundays in order that they can have their own
house.
3. You should submit your assignment before the deadline in order not to be scolded by
the teacher.
4, Would you stop by my house in order that we may go together?
(4) Preposition+WHICH: Observe the analysis.
The group to which a person belonged would be decided by that person's intelligence rather
than by birth.
Analysis: The group would be decided by that person's intelligence...
to the group a person belonged
2 person belonged to the group
to which a person helonged
Exercise: Combine the two sentences into one.
1. The period was one of great unrest and hardship for Athens.
Socrates lived in the period.

I

His writings are in the form of dlalogues
Two or more characters have a conversation in the form of dialogues.

The temple stood on top of the peak.
. We were climbing toward the temple.

:-b- W
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. The danger seemed to be chasing us,

We were trying to get away from the danger.

() Prepomt[on With, To, Through, Among, On. Observe the examples.
From these gquestions you can see why the Sophmts were not always.

popular with the city's leaders.

For Socrates, his popularity was mostly with the young people.

Scholars know about him only through the writings of others.

People have asked questions through the ages.

The students discuss the problem among themselves.

Socrates never tells his students wgt—the answer to the problem is.
‘Exercise: Fill in the blank with the proper preposition.

1. Socrates was thought to be very dangerous the cith of Athens because of his
influence_  the young people.

2. He was considered a threat_  Athens’ stability during this critical time.

3. Aristotle approached truth__ the study of the natural world.

.~ 98 —



4, His popularity his neighbors helped him enjoy a great success.
5. You must settle the matter yourselves.
M. Making a Judgment

1. If an ancient Greek scholar could meet a modern scholar, he would probably

a, find him fascinating. b. find him not very interesting.
¢. be unable to understand him. d. have the same interests.
2. What might be the reason that the Sophists weren’t well liked?
a. They were very arrogant, b. They questioned all the accepted beliefs.
c. They made up dangerous plans. d. They were very dishonest.

3. Why did Plato put his writings inte the form of dialogues?
a. It was more interesting. b. That was the style of writing at the time.
c. It was a good way to inquire into a problem. d. He was a follower of Socrates.
4, Which statement would most accurately reflect Aristotle's view of society?
a. He said that man should be ruled by a noble class.
b. He felt that the poor should rule society.
¢. He felt that all forms of government were equal.
d. He thought that the middle class should rule society.

[¥. Write two short sentences using the phrase,.
inquire into

take something for granted

place confidence in

in an effort to

e

be concerned with
Y. Translate the following into English.
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