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Phenol Lumbar Sympathetic Block for Buerger's Disease

Hwa-Young Moon, M.D., Chang-Young Jeong, M.D. and Chan-Jin Park, M.D.

Department of Anesthesiology, Chonnam National University Medical School

Phenol sympathetic block is valuable for the treatment of ischemic pain, gangrene, inte-

rmittent claudication, Paget’s disease of the bone and pain associated with pancreatitis, ‘

pancreatic carcinoma, etfc.

The author has experienced a case of successful lumber sympathetic block using 724 phe-

nol under fluoroscopy and given to a patient with Buerger's disease who had severe pain

and ulceration of the right great toe for several years.
After the sympathetic block, 2 epidural blocks with 2,5% bupivacaine were done in order

to augment the effects of this sympathetic block. Subsidence of rest pain, increase in walk-
ing distance from under 100 M to over 500 M and circulatory improvement of the affected

limb were observed. Improvement of circulation was confirmed by strain gauge plethysmo-

graphy.
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Right Great Toel

Left Great Toe ]

Yig. 1. Plethysmographic change of pre-and post-sympathectomy
Left: pre-chemical sympathectomy state
Right; post-chemical sympathectomy state

Fig. 2. Needle position and propagation of metrizamide(Ainlpaque% in sympathetic block
Left; antero-pesteror view, Right;lateral view
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Table 1, Clinical Assessment Standard in Thromboangitis Obliterance Patient

Grade Walking Distance Grade of Pain Other signs
0 ea{over 1,000 m) none muscle atrophy remained
I 400~1,000 m dull pain on coldness of the leg
walking only
I 100~400 m - severe pain on occasionally erythromelalgia
walking
i1 less than 100 m pain in rest osteoporosis below ankle cyanosis with
phlebitis
1 0~50 m severe pain in rest ulcers presented reduced muscle blood

interrupted sleep by pain

flow on exercise than in rest

(FEEL, KBTI, HKRTH et al: EKHBE 1120, 1977)
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