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Table 1. Major Economic and Demographic Indicators in 1950s

Pop. Growth  Kconomic Growth Per Capita Invesiment Saving
Year Rate (%) Rate (%) GNP($) Rate (%) Rate (%)
1954 2.88 55 70 11.6 6.4
1955 2.88 5.4 66 11.9 4.9
1956 2.838 0.4 66 9.5 -1.3
1957 2.88 7.7 74 15.3 5.5
1958 2.88 5.2 81 13.0 5.0
1959 2. 88 3.9 83 10.7 3.9
1960 2.88 L9 31 10.9 1.4
1961 3.25 4.8 83 13.1 3.9
Average 2.93 4.4 - 12.0 3.7

Source ! Economic Planning Board
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Table. 2. Trend of Age-Specific Fertilcy Ratcs in Korea

Age 1960" 1970%

1976° 1985° % Change

196085
15~19 37 7 10 7 -8L.1
20~24 283 146 147 162 —-42.7
25~29 330 301 275 187 -43.3
30~34 257 201 142 52 -79.8
35~39 196 120 49 8 -95.9
40~44 80 65 18 1 -98.9
45~49 14 7 1 - -

TFR 6.0 4.2 3.2 2.1 -65.0

Sources: 1) B. M. Lee, “The Impact of Marital Age Distribution (Age at First Marriage), Induced
Abortion and Family Planning Program on Fertility”, Amnual Report of Family Plamming, Vol. 1,

Seoul : NFPC, 1970, p. 145.

2) L. J. Cho, The Demographic Situation in the Republic of Korea, Hawaii | East-West Population

Institute, No. 29, December 1973, p.12.

3) KIFP, 1976 National Fertility and Family Planning Survey Report, 1978. 12
4 ) KIPH, 1985 National Fertility and Family Health Survey Report, 1985. 12

Table 3. Trend of Per Capita GNP and Un-
employment Rate

Year  Per Capita GNP ($) Unemployment Rate (%)

1954 70 —

1961 83 8.2

1971 125 7.1

1966 285 4.5

1976 800 3.9

1981 1,719 4.5

1985 2,032 4.0
Source : Bank of Korea.
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(Abstract)

Review of Population Policy in Korea

Kyu-Sik Lee- Taek-1] Kim
(Yonsei Univ.) (Hanlim Univ.)

The social conditions in Koreas until 1950s were similar to the model phenomena of low level eqilib-
rium trap which was named by Prof. Nelson, with the continuation of high population growth rate and
low economic growth rate, To esape from the trap, Korean government adopted two different policies,
one is economic development plans and the other is family planning programs. Theses policies were
successful in both increasing the national products and decreasing the population growth rate. In 1985
per capita GNP increased to over two thousand dollars, fertility rate reduced to replacement level(2.
1) and unemployment rate was stabilized at 4 percent level.

From various prospects, we were successfully escaped from the Malthusian trap and many econornis-
ts, who studied developed countries, belive that population growth has positive effects on technological
progress, economies of scale, specialization, individual attitude on work, and economic growth. Therefore
we need to reexamine the anti-natalistic population policy of Korea in this situation.



