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The Relationship of Home Environments to Children’s Social Development :
Analysis of a Causal Model
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ABSTRACT

This study examined the characteristics of the relationship of home environment variables and children’s social
development. Two studies were conducted ; Study I examined () the correlation of home environment variables and
children’s social ability and Q) the predictability of home environment variables for children’s social ability by
children's age. Study [] investigated the causal relationship among the variables which are supposed to affect children’s
social ability .

The subjects of this study were 240 children at age four, six and eight attending nursery schools, kindergartens and
elementarv schnaols and their mothers. Instrumants included the Inventory of Home Stimulation (HOME), the Inv-
entory of Sociodemographic Variables, social maturation scale, and the social —emotional developmental rating scale.

The resuits obtained from this study were as follows :

1) Home environment variables had a positive correlation with children’s social development at age four and six, but at
age eight, only HOME valiables had a significant positive correlation with children’s soccal development .

2) The home environmental variables that significantly predicted children’s social development differed according to
children’s age. That is, play materials, economic status of the home, and parent education were predictive of
children’s social development at age four, while parent’s education, fostering maturity and independence, and play
materials were predictive at age six. Fostering maturity and independence, aspects of physical environment, and
economic status of the home were predictive at age eight.

3) The causal model of home environment effect on children’s social development was formulated by exogenous
variables (parent education and economic status of the home) and endogenous variables (direct stimulation, indirect
stimulation and the emotional climate of the home) . ‘

4) The results of the analysis of the causal model showed that the variables that have a direct effect on children’s social
development differed according to children’s age. That is, direct stimulation had more effect on children’s social
development at earlier ages, and indirect stimulation had more effect on children's social development at later ages.
Among socio—demographic variables, parent’s education was most closely related to chiidren’s social development,

The amount of variance that explained children’s social development decreased with increase in children’s age,
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Al7)= AIA s H A Chierarchical T JPYAA FEell o 20% HETE

multiple regression analysis)& A83F AMAygo], H43 2= 71897, S50

At WA 44 obge] e duuE o § guE, P FEel ol 54% Hev)

CE10) 4 4 o}so| clnfRdo WE 3FAEM U (N=1280)

= & o <l S B B R R* R? Zrt F
A w9l o] PR wEFE .35220 .12405 .12405 11.05%*
b o B I B e .45233 .20461 .08056 7.80 **
b - R .55654 30974 30974 35.00**
AT A& T .72309 .52286 .21312 34.39 **
7t A A T E .73221 55613 .01327 2.17
b A A = .76313 .58237 .58237 108. 77 **
B 7y 4B 9 7»] .77801 .60529 .02292 4.47*
LR . 79790 .63664 .03135 6.56%*
7t A AT E 79797 .63675 .00010 .02
I B I S . 69540 .48358 .48358 73.04%*
A TS B 69561 .48387 .00029 .04
O I I B4 - I .69570 .48400 .00012 .02
FRHKFE .73249 .53654 .05254 8.50 **
VA A AT E .74189 .55040 01386 2.28
* p< .05
*x p < .01
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A AR .35051 .12285 .00808 .68

* p< .05
** p < .01
84 obFel <mmye] uwpE 3 HEA FH H7HA 82% HEZF dwidlel o8 A H

THe CE12 el AAE uheb gred)  (E
12 YellX Biupet o] M Eesle Fu
@& ol o) 22% AHErh AHAT

NARN FES 2%8 WA o Fwi
of ols) 24%7F A9Em Uk WA 7
2o AL, RERS T8, AR
& AwRlel o8l 13% Hwrh A¥HR
AL Y YA AFL WA Aol

s g 4Pl 18%2 dAFL
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