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Photo. 1. Rice sized, central umbilicated vesi-
copustules on the face(Case 1).
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Table 1. Laboratory findings of the 3 cases of Kaposr’s varicelliform eruption with atopic

dermatitis
Case 1 Case 2 Case 3
WBC (/ mm*) 12,000 16, 300 8,500
Diff (%)
Poly 69 33 73
Band 11 10 1
Lymph 13 53 18
Mano 4 4 3
Eosinu 4 5
Urinalysis WNL WNL WNL
Immunoglobulin
G(mg/dl) 1, 600 350
A(mg /d1) 190 trace not
M{mg/d1) 155 75 checked
D(mg/dl) - —
E{(U/ml) 701 100
LFT ALP(IU/L) 453 545
SGOT/SGPT(IU/L) WNL 38 /22 not
checked
LDH(IU/L) WNL 663
T-cell 86 % ot not
T4/T8 57/38 checked checked
B-cell 12%
Tzanck test many multinucleated giant cells (Photo. 5 1n all 3cases

Diff : Differential count of WBC, Poly:Polynuclear leukocyte, Lymph : Lymphocyte,
Band : Band form leukocyte, Mono : Monocyte, Eosino : Eosinophil, WNL : Within normal fimit
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Photo. 2. The intraepidermat! vesicle contains a
few multinucleated giant cells, deta-
ched acantholytic degenerative epithel- Phote. 3. Miliary grain to rice sized, central
ial cells, ballooning and reticular de- umbilicated vesicopustules on the neck
generation(H-E stain, x100). and upper trurk(Case 2)
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Photo. 4. Rice sized, central umbilicated vesi-

copustules on the face. Some show
darkish crust formation (Case 3).
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Photo. 5. Multinucleated giant cells containing
many nucleus (Tzanck smear : Giemsa
stain, X 400).
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— Abstract~

Three Cases of Kaposi's Varicelliform Eruption

Hyun Sug Kim, Kae Yong Hwang,
Jong Soo Choi, and Ki Hong Kim

Department of Dermatology

College of Medicine, Yeungnam University
Taegu, Korea

Kaposi’s varicelliform eruption is a more or less generalized infection of the skin, and sometimes
of internal organs, with herpes simplex, vaccinia or Coxsackie virus A 16 ; it appears in people who
have atopic dermatitis or some other skin diseases. There is a predilection fer infants and child-
ren, but no age-group is exempt.

We reported 3 cases of Kaposi’s varicelliform eruption with atopic dermatitis, They had characte-
ristic multiple umbilicated vesicles on the sites that atopic dermatitis had been involved,

A 14-year-old boy and a 2-month~old infant had fever. A 17-year-old boy had wide~-spread vesi-
cles.

All three patients showed multinucleated giant cells on Tzanck test, that suggests herpes simp-
lex virus origin.

They were treated with acyclovir. Within 1to 2 days after the initiation of the therapy, new
lesions had ceased to develop. Most of the lesions were cleared in 7 days without complication.



