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=ABSTRACT=

Previous studies show that working wives in the market contribute to the family economy
that affects the family member’ s behavior as consumers. Accordingly, the consumer behavior
among working wives would be differ from that among nonworking wives.

As the number of working wives in the market is increasing, this study focuses on the estimation
of the degree of rationality in purchasing decision making among wives in relation to their
working status.

Therefore, this study attempts to construct an rationality index of a purchasing decision

making both at a high and a low involvement situation by working and nonowrking wives,
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and analyzes the differences in the results of the two groups. This study also examines how
the rationality indices vary with the selected socioeconomic variables.

The data are obtained from self-administered questionnaires from a sample of 217 working
and 191 nonworking wives at Seoul and Seongnam in 1986. The statistical methods used
in this study are Factor Analysis, Multiple Regression, and Analysis of Variances.

The major findings of this study are as follows :

1) The mean value of the rationality index among nonworking wives is higher than that
among working wives. Under a high involvement situation, the mean value of the rationality
index among working wives is negative. Therefore, it is likely that nonworking wives make
purchasing decisions more rationally than working wives.

2) The higher the degree of wives education, the more rational the purchasing decision
making. Under a low involvement situation, the higher the monthly family income, the more
rational the purchasing decision making. Under the same situation, the shorter the duration
of marriage, the more rational the purchasing decision making.

3)Under a low involvement situation, the rationality indices of working wives vary with
their occupations. The rationality indices among those in selling and service jobs are lower
than those among those in professional jobs.

4) The impact of the selected socioeconomic variables on the degree of the rationality
in purchasing decision making differs depending on whether the wife is working or not. Under
a low involvement situation, the positive impact of the monthly family income on the rationality
in purchasing decision making is stronger among nonworking wives than among working
wives. Under the same situation, the negative impact of the duration of marriage on the rationa-

lity is stronger among nonworking wives than among working wives.
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