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A Study on the Production and Decomposition of Litters
Related to Altitude

Chang, Nam Kee and Hi Chung Kwon
(Dept. of Biology, College of Education, Seoul National Univ.)

ABSTRACT

The production and decomposition rates of litters were studied in three mountains,
Mt. Halla, Mt. So-back and Mt. Tae-back. The amounts of N, P, K, Ca and Na in the
soils were measured and the relationships between the mineral nutrients and decay rates
were researched.

The annual litter production was the most as 1,077.3 g/m? and the least as 248.0 g/m?
in a stand of Quercus acutissima at 820 m of the Mt. So-back and at 1,350 m of the Mt.
So-back among the study sites, respectively. The decay rates of litter was the highest as
k=0. 448 and the lowest as k=0.082 in a stand of Q. acutissima at 820 m of the Mt.
So-back and at 1,450 m of the Mt. Tae-back among the study sites. The half-time of
the decay of litters was the shortest as 1.547 and the longest as 8. 45] years in a stand
of Q. acutissima at 820 m of the Mt. Tae-back at 1,450 m of the Mt. Tae-back among
the study sites. The higher altitude was, the slower the decay rates were. The annual
contents of mineral nutrients and their amounts inputted into the forest soil were

proportional to the decay rate of organic matters.
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Table 2. The amount of dry weigt, organic matter and organic carbon in the litter
samples of study sites

Site Altitude Forest Horizon Dry weight Organic matter Organic carbon
(m) (g/m?) (g/m? (g/m?)
Mt. Halla 850 Carpinus L 293.16 280.09 161.72
Cas 1,939. 22 1,754. 40 1,012.93
970 Carpinus L 297.76 283.17 269. 29
Ces 841.08 714.92 607. 68
1, 300 Mixed L 697. 88 653. 22 377.15
Deciduous Ces 2,819.77 2,030. 23 1,172.19
Mt. So-back 820 Quercus L 1,077.25 1,027.70 980. 43
Ces 6, 545. 37 3,783.22 2,186.70
1,050 Quercus L 452,05 386. 37 351.21
Ces 3,395.15 1, 663. 62 815.17
1, 350 Quercus L 248. 04 235,17 222,99
Ces 3,722.19 1,998.72 1,109. 37
Mt. Tae-back 1,050 Lariz L 424,39 408.97 394.11
Ces 3,326.77 2,857.01 2,453.74
1,050 Quercus L 623.75 596. 93 344.65
Cas 4,064, 15 2,430. 36 1,403. 21
1, 250 Quercus L 443.00 421. 66 243. 46
Cas 2,124.38 1,573.80 908. 66
1, 450 Quercus L 261.21 249.91 174.09

Ces 3,027.53 2,492.56 2,230.19
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Table 3. The parameters and times for decay of orgamc matter

Altitude Forest k Half 95% 99%

Site (m) time(y™) time(y*) time(y*)
0.693/k 3/k 5/k
Mt. Halla 850 Carpinus 0. 155 4,471 19. 355 32. 258
970 Carpinus 0. 443 1. 600 6.928 11.547
1,300 Mixed 0. 322 2.152 9.317 15,528
Deciduous
Mt. So-back 820 Quercus 0. 448 1.547 6. 696 11. 161
1, 050 Quercus 0. 431 1.608 6.961 11. 601
1,350 Quercus 0.199 3.482 15.075 25.126
Mt. Tae-back 1,050 Larix 0.158 4,386 18.873 31,646
1,050 Quercus 0. 246 2.817 12. 195 20. 325
1, 250 Quercus 0. 268 2.585 11.194 18. 656
1, 450 Quercus 0.082 8. 451 36. 585 60.976

2938 AL, 2% 820 mo] FalAFE k=0.4480]5, wE 1,350 mo]AE k=0.199
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Table 4. The decay and accumulation model of litters

Site Altitude(m) Forest Decay Model Accumulation Model
Mt. Halla 850 Carpinus ¢=0112. 93e~0-155¢ ¢=1012, 93(1~e~9.155¢)
970 Carpinus c= 607.68e0-433t c= 607.68(1-e~0-433t)
1, 300 Mixed Deciduous ¢=1172. 19¢~0-322¢ ¢=1172. 19(1-e~0-322¢)
Mt. So-back 820 Quercus c=2186. 7e~~0.448¢ c=2186.7 (1-¢0-448t)
1,050 Quercus c= 815. 17e70-431t c= 815. 17 (1-e0-431t)
1, 350 Quercus ¢=1109, 37¢0.108¢ ¢=1109. 37(1-e0.168)
Mt. Tae-back 1, 050 Lariz ¢=2453, T4e~0.158¢ c=22453, 74(1-e~0.158t)
1,050 Quercus ¢==1403, 21e~0.246¢ ¢=21403, 21 (1-e~0.246t)
1,250 Quercus c= 908. 66e0-268 c= 908. 66(1-e0-268)
1, 450 Quercus ¢=2230, 19¢70.082¢ ¢=2230. 19(1-e0-082t)
3 =8
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Table 5. The contents of N and P in samples
Site Altitude  Forest Horizon Total N Available P Total P
(m) (%) (g/m® (%) (g/m?) (%) (g/m%
Mt. Halla 850 Carpinus L 0.7 2.055 0.135 0.39 0.157 0.460
Css 1.293 25.074 0.042 0.814 0.093 1.803
970 Carpinus L 1.039 2.951 0.136 0.386 0.140 0.398
Ces 1.040 11.997 0.053 0.611 0.09 1.038
1, 300 Mixed L 0.915 5,606 0.142 0.870 0.115 0.705
Deciduous Ces 1.124 26.137 0.054 1.138 0.028 0.590
Mt. So-back 820 Quercus L 0.569 4,472 0.070 0.550 0.118 0.927
Ces 0.806 40.567 0.031 1.560 0.019 0.956
1, 050 Quercus L 0.849 5.781 0.077 0.524 0.104 0.708
Cas 0.836 40.114 0.006 0.288 0.013 0.624
1,350 Quercus L 1.02 2.530 0.117 0.290 0.088 0.218
Cas 0.657 24.454 0.021 0.782 0.030 1.117
Mt. Tae-back 1,050 Larizx L 0.566  2.402 0.129 0.547 0.131 0.556
Cas 0.830 27.612 0.074 2.462 0.071 2.362
1,050 Quercus L 0.818 3.671 0.128 0.574 0.077 0.346
Cee 0.583 21.021 0.030 1.082 0.044 1.586
1, 250 Quercus L 0.842 3.730 0.152 0.673 0.100 0.443
Ces 0.852 18.100 0.063 1.338 0.043 1.302
1. 450 Quercus L 0.781  2.040 0.142 0.371 0.103 0.462
Css 0.892 27.006 0.068 2.059 0.057 1.726
Table 6. The contents of available K, Ca and Na in samples
Site Altitude Forest Horizon K Ca Na
(m) (%) (g/m?) (%) (g/m?) (%) (g/m?)
Mt. Halla 850 Carpinus L 0.072 0.211 0.280 0.847 0.022 0.064
Ces 0.054 1.047 0.247 4.789 0.021 0. 407
970 Carpinus L 0.075 0.213 0.327 0.929 0.023 0.065
Cas 0.053 0.6l11 0.427 4.926 0.025 0,288
1,300 Mixed L 0.071 0.435 0.429 2.628 0.025 0.153
Deciduous Cas 0.057 1.201 0.353 7.440 0.022 0.464
Mt. So-back 820 Quercus L 0.069 0.542 0.664 5.140 0.016 0.126
Ces 0.048 2.416 0.267 13.438 0.012 0.604
1,050 Quercus L 0.071 0.483 0.267 1.818 0.021 0.143
Ces 0.053 2.543 0.287 13.771 0.015 0.720
1, 350 Quercus L 0.053 0.031 0.323 0.801 0.029 0.072
Cas 0.046 1.712 0.372 13.847 0.020 0.744
Mt. Tae-back 1, 050 Lariz L 0.063 0.267 0.258 1.095 0.013 0.055
Ces 0.047 1.564 0.421 14.006 0.012 0.399
1,050 Quercus L 0.065 0.292 0.249 1.117 0.013 0.058
Czz 0.049 1.767 0.266 8.149 0.011 0.397
1,250 Quercus L 0.071 0.315 0.345 1.528 0.015 0.066
Ces 0.057 1.211 0.548 2.428 0.020 0.089
1,450 Quercus L 0.061 0.018 0.331 0.865 0.011 0.0287
Ces 0.066 1.998 0.444 11.067 0.017 0.613
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Table 7. The contents of total K, Ca and Na in samples

Site Altitude  Forest Horizon K Ca Na

(m) (%) (g/m® (%) (g/m?) (%) (g/m?)

Mt. Halla 850 Carpinus L 0.095 0.279 1.150 3.371 0.027 0.079
Ces 0.090 1.745 0.270 5.236 0.026 0.504

970 Carpinus L 0.091 0.258 1.628 4.624 0.030 0.088

Czq 0.083 0.957 0.767 8.848 0.046 0.531

1,300 Mixed L 0.078 0.478 1.693 10.373 0.038 0.233

Deciduous Ces 0.104 2,192 0.793 16,715 0.046 0.970

Mt. So-back 820 Quercus L 0.064 0.503 1.160 9.117 0.091 0.149
Ces 0.167 8.405 0.237 11.928 0.053 2.668

1,050 Quercus L 0.118 0.804 1.231 8.382 0.054 0.368

Css 0.222 10.652 0.290 13.915 0.033 1.583

1, 350 Quercus L 0.081 0.201 1.581 3.921 0.030 0.074

Ces 0.197 7.333 0.477 17.755 0.039 1.452

Mt. Tae-back 1,050 Lariz L 0.098 0.416 0.595 2.525 0.026 0.110
Css 0.119 3.959 0.493 16. 401 0.026 0.865

1,050 Quercus L 0.087 0.390 1.029 4.618 0.034 0.153

Cas 0.200 7.211 0.020 0.721 0.030 1.082

1, 250 Quercus L 0.085 0.377 1.698 7.522 0.030 0.133

Css 0.138 2.932 1.108 23,538 0.038 0.807

1, 450 Quercus L 0.075 0.196 1.470  3.840 0.041 0.107

Cas 0.143 4.329 0.767 23.221 0.036 1.090

Zo] g A Frr. =, WA e 3= 1,050 mellA Adrd 4B YT

Za 0

o Y ArEdudFY FAgF vlaE 2 T A EF AL, Ay e F
B3 Ao]lE Heolut ql, ZE, HEEY FFolv ¥ Holrb 9d&e HFod. A&,
A, 2w, TF F HEERY FAATS B4 285 A7 Table 804 ByE upg}
7.

Table 8. The parameters and times for decay of N, P, K, Ca and Na

. Half 95% 99%
Element Site Alt(':;lde Fores k time (y*) time (oy') time (oy")
0.693/k 3/k 5/k
Mt. Halla 850 Carpinus 0. 067 9.118 39. 474 65. 789
970 Carpinus 0.197 3.518 15, 228 25. 381
1, 300 Mixed 0.177 3.915 16. 949 28. 248
Deciduous
N Mt. So-back 820 Quercus 0. 099 7. 000 30. 303 50. 505
1,050 Quercus 0.126 5. 500 23.810 39.683
1, 350 Quercus 0. 094 7.372 31.915 53. 191
Mt. Tae-back 1,050 Larix 0. 080 8. 663 37.500 62. 500
1,050 Quercus 0. 149 4,661 20.134 33.557
1, 250 Quercus 0.171 4,053 17. 544 29, 240

1, 450 Quercus 0.070 9. 900 42. 857 71. 429
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Continued
. Half 95% 99%
Element Site Al?r;lsde Forest k time (y*)  time(y?)  time(y")
0.693/k 3/k 5/k
Mt. Malla 850 Carpinus 0. 203 3.414 14.778 24. 631
970 Carpinus 0.277 2.502 10. 830 18, 051
1, 300 Mixed 0. 544 1,274 5.515 9.191
Deciduous
Mt. So-back 320 Quercus 0. 492 1. 409 6. 098 10. 163
P 1, 050 Quercus 0.531 1. 305 5. 650 9. 416
1, 350 Quercus 0. 163 4,525 18. 405 30.675
Mt. Tae-back 1,050 Lariz 0.191 3.628 15,707 26. 178
1,050 Quercus 0.179 3.872 16. 760 27.933
1, 250 Quercus 0. 254 2,728 11. 811 19. 685
1, 450 Quercus 0.211 3,284 4, 329 7.215
Mt. Hall 850 Carpinus 0.138 5,022 21.739 36. 232
970 Carpinus 0.212 3. 269 14. 151 23.585
1,300 Mixed 0.149 4,651 20. 134 33.557
Deciduous
Mt., So-back 820 Quercus 0. 056 12.375 53.571 89. 286
K 1,050 Quercus 0. 070 9. 900 42,857 1. 429
1,350 Quercus 0.027 25, 667 111. 111 185. 185
Mt. Tae-back 1,050 Larix 0. 095 7.295 31.579 52,632
1, 050 Quercus 0.051 13.588 58. 824 98.039
1, 250 Quercus 0.114 6. 079 26. 316 43. 860
1, 450 Quercus 0.043 16. 116 69. 767 116. 279
Mt. Halla 850 Carpinus 0. 392 1.768 7.653 12.755
970 Carpinus 0. 343 0.020 8.746 14,577
1, 300 Mixed 0. 607 1.142 4,942 8.237
Deciduous
Mt. So-back 820 Quercus 0. 433 1. 600 6.942 11. 547
Ca 1,050 Quercus 0.376 1.843 7.979 13. 298
1, 350 Quercus 0. 181 3.829 16. 575 26. 624
Mt. Tae-back 1,050 Larix 0.133 5.211 22. 556 37.594
1,050 Quercus 0. 865 0. 801 3,468 5.780
1, 250 Quercus 0. 242 2. 864 12. 397 20. 661
1, 450 Quercus 0.142 4, 880 21.127 35.211
Mt Halla 850 Carpinus 0.136 5. 096 22. 059 36. 765
970 Car pinus 0. 142 4, 880 21.127 35. 211
1, 300 Mixed 0.194 3.572 15. 464 25.773
Deciduous
Mt. So-back 820 Quercus 0. 053 13.075 56. 604 94. 340
Na 1,050 Quercus 0. 189 3. 667 15. 873 26. 455
1, 350 Quercus 0. 048 14. 438 62. 500 104. 167
Mt Tae-back 1,050 Larix 0,113 6.133 26. 549 44, 248
1. 050 Quercus 0.124 5. 589 24,194 40, 323
1, 250 Quercus 0.141 4,915 21. 277 35. 461
1, 450 Quercus 0. 089 7.787 33.708 56. 180
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