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A Study on the Health Care Utilization in Korea

Seung Hum Yu*, M.D., Yong Ho Lee*, M.D., Woo Hyun Cho*, M.D.,
Young Pyo Hong**, M.D., Byoung Won Jin**, M.D. and Sang Jai Kim**, Ph D.

* Department of Preventive medicine & Public health, Yonsei University College of Medicine

** Korean Institute of Tuberculosis, Korean National Tuberculosis Association

A Nationwide health care utilization survey was conducted from March 11 to September
19, 1985 to assess the level of illness and the magnitude of medical care utilization.

A probability sample of 15,427 persons was taken from 180 Enumerated Districts designa-
ted by the Economic Planning Board. Of those 4,500 housewives were proxy respondents.

A interview was conducted with pre-tested questionnaire schedule which was recorded by
well trained interviewers. Age and sex compositions of the study population were similar to
those of general population structure in 1985,

The major findings of this survey are as follows:

1) A total of 64.52% of the study population lived in city area and 35,5% lived in county
area.

2) While no difference was observed in interview rate between city and county area, it
showed statistically significant difference in the medical security program coverage rate
between the two areas(44,7% and 37,1%, respectively)

3) Morbidity rate was 79 per 1,000 persons during the two week periods. There was
difference in age and sex adjusted morbidity rates between city and county area. Furthermore
morbidity rates by the status of the program were significantly difference between the two
areas.

4) Average ambulatory care utilization rate was 7,2 visits per person per year and average
admission rate was 1.8 per 100 persons per year.

There was significant difference in average ambulatory care utilization rate by the pro-

gram. but no significant difference in medical utilization rate between city and country area.
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5) The major symptoms of the perceived illness was the respiratory system(44.1%).
6) A total of 50.49% of the perceived illness among the covered group by the program

were treated at the hospital and clinics, but those. who are not covered used primarily

drug stores(61.3%).
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