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=Abstract=
Health Concern Survey of Parents of School Children

Myung Ho Kim,* M.D., Jong Hyun Baik,* B.S.,
and Kyung Ja Lee,** M.P.H.

*Yonsei University Graduate School of Health Science & Management
** Yonsei University College of Nursing

Obtaining an available information on health concerns of parents of school-age children
and furthermore developing the sound policy for the public on health education, this study
was conducted during Nov.-Dec. 1985 in the four selected areas; Seoul, large, middle and
small city, and farming and fishery villages for 3,337 parents of schoolchildren in Korea.

In this study, parents complected a questionnaire containing 34 items related to health
concerns(e.g. drinking alcohol, air pollution, cancer, etc. see Table 4 and Fig. 2). For each
health items, respondents were asked to indicate a choice between three levels of concern;
“Very high concern,” “Moderate concern,” “Little concern”, and “No opinion”. An analysis
of responses indicated that most of the top ten health concerns identified by parents as
cancer, abortions among high school students, medical malpractice, water pollution, traffic
accidents, air pollution, suicide of parents and homicide of offspring, heart disease, venereal
diseases, and high blood pressure in that order. Those health problems about which respondents
were least concerned were more closely related to the individual, such as drinking alcohol,
smoking, tooth decay, gum disease, underweight, overweight. Of greater concern were more
such as water pollution, abortions among high school students, air pollution, accidents,
medical malpractices.

For cancer, heart disease, high blood pressure, various accidents, environmental pollution,
parents showed high concern, however, for health issues which contributed as causative
influences such as lung cancer from smoking and liver cirrhosis and traffic accidents from
drinking alcohol showed less concern.

Relationship between parent’s residential areas, educational level and sex distribution and
health concern showed little difference, however, for these issues parents identified as relati-
vely high concern. Most parents showed more concern in sex-related of family-related health
issues such as abortions among high school students, suicide of parents and homicide of
offspring.
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Table 1, Respondents of the survey by the school

No. No. of o
Schools distributed respondents (%)
- - L
Senior high 849 849 100.0
Junior high(Middle) 945 918 97.1
Elementary 1,890 1,570 83.1
Total 3,675 3,337 90.8
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AR (Fig. 1.
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Fig. 1. Map of survey areas.
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Table 2, School distribution of the survey by the area

(Unit: cases) .

Seoul Large city Middle & small city Rural area Total(%)
Senior high school 197 207 225 220 849(25.5)
Junior high school 282 258 198 180 918(27.5)
Elementary 531 306 365 368 1,570(47.0)
Total(%) 1,010(30. 3) 771(23.1) 788(23.6) 768(23.0)  3,337(100.0)
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Table 3. General characteristics of respondents

No. of cases

Percent " No. of cases Percent
Aréa Commerce ’ 773 23.7
Seoul 1,010 30.3 Others 334 10.3
Large city 771 23.1 Total 3,337 100.0
Middle & small city 788 23.6 Age
 Rural area 768 . 23.0 Under 20 years 15 0.5
Total 3,337 100.0 91~30years 78 2.4
Classification of school 31~40years 1,140 34.3
High school 359 10.8 41~50years 1,661 50.0
Girl's high school 490 14.7 Qver 51 years 426 12.8
Junior high school 413 12,4 Total 3,337 100.0
Girl's junior high school 505 15.1 Income
’E_l‘;’;:;tary school 13 ‘Z‘; l‘g‘; Under 1,200,000 Won 415 13.0
’ ) 1,200, 000~ 3, 600, 000 Won 748 23.4
'Relationship 3, 600, 000~7, 200, 000 Won 1,318 41.1
* Father 1,973 59. 1 7,200, 000~12, 000,000 Won 553 17.3
Mother 1,275 38.2. Over 12,000, 000 Won 166 5.2
Others 89 2.7 Total 3,337 100.0
Total 3337 100.0 Education level .
Sex Elementary 438 13.2
Male 2,014 60. 4 Junior high school 620 18.7
Female 1,320 39.6 High school 1,471 44.4
Total 3,337 100. 0 Junior college 242 7.3
3 University 544 16.4
Occupation , Total 3,337 100.0
Agriculture 414 12.7
Fishery 5 0.2 Residence
Foresty 9 0.3 Large city ‘ 1,390 42.4
Mining 5 14 Middle city 775 23.6
Employee of company 491 15.1 Small city 510 15.5 .
Service industry 197 6.0 Ruraliarl*ea 600 18.3.
Free lance 344 10.6 Remote village or islands 6 0.2
Public official 434 13.3 Total 3,337 100.0
Teacher to- 212 6.5 ‘
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Table 4. Level of health concerns of respondents (Unit: %)
Ttem Very high Moderate Little or No Total
concern concern  noO COncern opinion
Cancer 78.3 12.4 4.9 4.4 100.0
Abortions among high school students 72.7 10.6 6.5 10.2 100.0
Medical malpractice 71.8 15.2 5.1 7.8 100.0
Water pollution 70.2 20.1 5.3 4.4 100.0
Traffic accidents 67.8 19.4 7.6 5.2 100.0
Air pollution 67.6 24,2 4.8 3.4 160.0
Suicide of parents & homicide of offspring 65.3 9.1 9.8 15.8 100.0
Heart disease 65.2 24.3 5.7 4,8 100.0
Venereal disease 61.3 19.1 7.8 11.9 100.0
High blood pressure 60.5 28.2 6.4 4.9 100.0
Illegitimate pregnancy 60.3 19.3 9.0 11.3 99.9
Stroke 60.2 26,1 7.0 6.7 100.0
Misuse of medicine 57.4 23.9 9.1 9.6 100.0
Mental & emotional problems 57.1 18.3 1.5 13.2 100.0
Food additives 55.5 27.1 7.7 9.7 100.0
Home accidents 55.0 28.5 10.0 6.5 100. 0
Kidney disease 53.9 30.9 7.9 7.3 100.0
Suicide 53.8 14.0 12.8 19.4 100.0
Vision disorders 53.7 34.3 7.7 4.3 100.0
Birth defects 52.2 21.9 12.0 13.9 100.0
Poor delivery of health services 51.7 30.8 7.6 9.8 100.0
Respiratory(lung) disease 51.6 34.3 9.1 5.0 100.0
Nutritional deficiency 49.8 28.1 15.2 6.9 100.0
Hearing disorder 45.9 35.7 11.9 6.4 100.0
Cigarette smoking 42.4 38.9 12.4 6.3 100.0
Sensational health advertising 40.0 33.3 17.8 8.9 100.0
Noise pollution 38.8 46.6 9.2 5.4 100.0
Tooth decay 35.7 47.0 13.8 3.5 100.0
Drinking alcohol 35.5 44.9 13.2 6.4 100.0
Natural disasters 34.5 34.8 19.3 11.4 100.0
Gum disease 25.8 51.9 17.1 5.3 100.0
Underweight 23.3 44.4 22.4 9.9 100.0
Overweight 22.2 45.8 21.9 10.1 100. 0
Phantom killers or superstitions about health 18.2 21.1 42.0 18.7 100.0
R AHFY B3 So] ALEA AT BAEE 4 & Delele TaAL R FI glo] ST ] A
A7z & = gzt & Frtsta 2 fside] oS FEstan de 45,
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el 7 F84¢ ARe: Gud LEA4n NE QAES oFAE Sl FFHEE o] dat Aol AT
9 dele] HE £t o, HAZY, AAEY Yo ﬂ + ¢ F U
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Table 5, Comparison of health concerns of Korean and Japanese

*Very ‘high oncern(order)

Very high concern(%)

Item - :

Korea Japan Korea Japan
Cancer 1 2 78.3 82
Abortions among high school students 2 4 72.7 78
Medical malpractice 3 5 71.8 77
Water pollution 4 1 70.2 83
Traffic accidents 5 2 67.8 82
Air pollution 6 6 67.6 76
Suicide of parents & homicide of offspring 7 9 65.3 66
Heart disease 8 11 65.2 64
Venereal disease 9 10 61.3 - 65
High blood pressure 10 18 60.5 54
Illegitimate pregnancy 11 21 60.3 49
Stroke 12 13 60.2 60
Misuse of medicine 13 15 57.4 57
Mental & emotional problems 14 8 57.1 72
Food additives 15 15 55.5 57
Home accidents 16 23 55.0 48
Kidney disease 17 17 53.9 ‘ 56
Suicide 18 14 53.8 58
Vision disorders 19 20 53.7 52
Birth defects 20 19 52.2 54
Poor delivery of health services 21 23 51.7 48
Respiratory(lung) disease 22 25 51.6 47
Nutritional deficiency 23 ol 49.8 49
Hearing disorder 24 5:26 45.9 40
Cigarette smoking 25 28 2.4 34
Sensational health advertising 26 29 40.0 33
Noise pollution 27 26 38.8 40
Tooth decay 28 . _29 35.7 33
Drinking alcohol 29 33 35.5 15
Natural disasters 30 12 34.5 62
Gum disease 31 31 25.8 33
Underweight 32 33 23.3 15
Overweight 33 32 22.2 25
Phantom killers or superstitions about health 34 7 18.2 75
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Fig. 2, Outlook of level of health concerns of respondents.
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- Fig. 8, Outlook .of health concerns. of respondents by survey areas.
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Table 7. Level of health concerns of respondents by schools health concern of respondents by schools

F T

Boy's school(%) - vGirly"susc‘hobol(%) o XZ-G
Item - - test
1 2 3 Total 1 2 3 4 Total
Cancer 7.4 158 7.4 5.4 100 8.1 1.1 3.9 3.8 100 39.26*

Abortions among
high school students 65.1 12.0 8.4 14.5 100 78.5 8.8 5.2 7.5 100 46, 81*

Medical malpractice 65; 8 18.4 18.4 6.7 100 73.8 14.3 5.0 7.0 100 22.80*
Water pollution 67.5 2L.5 6.9 4.1 100 71.4 19.5 5.4 3.7 100 17.30
Traffic accidents 62.7 20.9 11.6 4.8 100 67.4 21.1 6.8 4.7 100 39.95*

Air pollution 64,4 24.3 7.1 4,2 100 69. 4 23.1 5.0 2.5 100 30.59*
Suicide of parents

& homicide of 64.0 9.5 11.7 00 .66.5 9.7 8.5 15. 3 100 14.37
offspring

Heart disease 58.9 27.8 7.9 5.3 100 66.5 24.2 4.7 4.5 100 27.95*

Venereal disease 52.9 22.2 11.6 13.2 100 64.4 18.4 6.1 11.1 100 40.59*
Highblood pressure 51.2 34.0 8.3 6.4 100 61.9 27.4 5.9 5.65 100 48.50%

Iilegitimate
pregnancy 55.0 19.6 12, 13.0 100 67.6 17.2 5.9 9.4 100 51.64*
Stroke 51.4 29.8 10.5 8.2 100 59.2 26.3 6.4 6.8 100 57.72*

1: Very High concern 2: Moderate concern 3: Little or no concern 4: No opinion
*p<0.05

Cancer

Abortions among
high school students

Madical malpractice Female
Water pollution | aeeee Male
Traffic  Accidents

Air pallution

Suicide of parents &
homicide of offspring

Heart disease

Venereal disease //
High blood pressure &'\
Illegitimugﬁegnancy ::‘
Stroke o
o 10 20 30 40 50 80 70 80 S0 100(%)

Fig. 4. Outlook of health concerns of respondents by schools.

= AR BT 99 2 Aolgle]l vlxsA veltx
6. 9¥E HBEA 2= EE LEE XS F4E du god 31444
AHEZ 2R 304 FAES} bt 2m ggoe 0440l EA4ALAL e B4 dehtz g9
404, 50819 €22 vehdel, 28y G2 A9 (Table 9, Fig. 6).
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Table 8, Level of health concerns of parents by sex

Male(%) " Female(%) .
Item o test
1 2 3 4 Total 1 2 3 4 Total

Cancer 76.4 13.8 5.3 45 100 8.2 10.4 4.3 4.2 100 11.90
Abortions among
high school students 70,6 11.8 7.3 10.4 100 75.9 8.8 5.2 10.1 100 15.39*
Medical malpractice 71,0 16.1 5.3 7.5 100 73.1 13.8 4.8 8. 3' 100 9.67
‘Water pollution 69.2 20.9 5.8 4.1 100 71.8 18.8 4.6 4.9 100 9.60
‘Traffic accidents 65.6 20.7 8.7 5.0 100 71.3 17.3 6.0 5.4 100 20.40*
Air pollution 67.0 25.1 4.9 2.9 100 68.6 22. 8 4.6 4.0 100 24. 66*
Suicide of parents C
& homicide of 66. 3 9.0 10.3 14.4 100 63.7 9.3 8.9 18. 1 100 18. 6
offspring »
Heart disease 64.0 25,2 6.0 4.7 100 66. 8 22.9 5.4 4.9 100 6. 37
Venereal disease 60.0 21.4 8.3 10.2 100 63.2 15.4 6.9 14.5 100 34.33*
High blood pressure 59.1 29,1 6.4 5.3 100 62.5  26.9 6.4 42 100 5.27
Illegitimate
Pregnancy 57.4 211 10.4 11.0 100 64.8 16.7 6.9 11.6 100 36.05*
Stroke 59.0 27.1 7.4 6.5 100 62.1 24.5 6.4 7.0 100 7.70

1: Very high concern 2: Moderate concern 3: Little or no concern 4: No opinion

*p<0.05
Cancer h
Abortions among
high school students
Medical malpractice ~—————— Female
Water poliution - | ==—e_ Male
Traffic  Accidents -
Air pollution
Suicide of parents &
homicide of offspring
Heart disease
Venereal disease
High blood pressure
llegitimate '

pregnancy
Stroke , . . -
0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 30

--Fig. 5. Outlook of health concerns of resporidents by sex;
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Table 9, Level health concerns of respondents by age distribution

Gt e L

31~40years

41~50years

. x2-
- Item
1 2 3 4 Total 1 2 3 4 Total ‘et
Cancer 81.9 10.6 3.8 3.7 100.0 78.0 13.0 4.5 4.5 100.0 58, 44%*
Abortions among ) .
high school students 74,9 10.4 5.5 9.2 100.0 72.2 10.5 6.7 10.6 100.0 31.99
Medical malpractice 73.7 15,1 3.4 7.8 100.0 7.8 8.9 5.4 7.8 100.0 44.73*
Water pollution 73.1 187 3.9 49 1000 70.0 211 4.7 4.2 100.0 60.99*
Traffic accidents 71.2 16.7 6.1 5.8 100.0 67.4 20.3 7.5 4.7 100.0 48.69*
Air pollution 69.1- 23.5 3.7 3.8 100.0 67.3 25.4 4.3 3.0 100.0 56.56%
Suicide of parents & :
homicide of 65.9 9.0 9.1 18.0 100.0 65.8 9.0 9.9 15.3 1000 23.64
offspring ’
Heart disease 67.0 15.1 4.7 4.9 100.0 66.2 23.9 5.7 4.1 100.0 50, 44*
Venereal disease 62.4 18.7 6.6 12.3 100.0 61.2 19.4 7.7 1.6 100.0 33.99
High blood pressure 63,4 26.3 5.4 4.5 100.0 59.6 30.0 6.2 4.2 100.0
Illegitimate .
pregnancy 59.3 20.8 8.4 1.5 100.0 60.7 18.5 9.1 1.6 100.0 37.87
Strokg B 65.8 _23. 4 4.9 ) 5.9 100.0 58.5 27.2 7.6 6.6 100.0 57.89*
1: Very high concern 2: Moderate concern 3: Little or no concern. 4: No opinion
*p<0.05
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Heort disease v_“:-,*’.
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e
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5 A 20 30 40 50 60 - 70 g0 S0 100(%)

Fig. 6. Outlook of health concerns of respondents by age distribution.
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Fig. 7. Outlook of health concerns of respondents by educational level.
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concerns of respondents by income(per month).
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Fig. 9 Comparison of health concerns of respondents by residence.
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