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Table 1. Average serum levels of HBsAg, HBeAg, GOT & GPT of the study patients at initial
and final examination
Ribavirin group Control group
Initial Final Initial Final
Mean Age (yrs) 8.2 7.38
Male 11 11
Female 0 2
37.09 44.40 28.92 44,27
HBsAg(P/N) (N=6)* (N=6)* P> 0.05
397 7.01 3.69 528
GOT(U/L) 76 56 67 47
GPT(IU/L) 112 77 65 57

P/N ratio : cpm of patient’s sample/cpm of normal control serum.

cpm {counts per minute)

* Among 13 control patients, 7 patients were followed for HBsAg and HBeAg with ELISA method
and all of them had HBsAg and HBeAg "positive” throughout the study period.

HBsAg : Hepatitis B s antigen.
HBeAg : Hepatitis B e antigen.
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—Abstract—

Therapeutic Trial of Ribavirin on Chronic
Hepatitis B in Children

Jeong Ok Hah, Ho Yeun Hwang, and in youl Ma

Department of Pediatrics
College of Medicine, Yeungnam University
Taegu, Korea

To study the therapeutic effect of ribavirin, a broad spectrum antiviral agent, for chronic hepatitis
B in pediatric patients, 24 patients who were diagnosed as chronic hepatitis B (elevated SGOT and
SGPT and positive HBsAg and HBeAg for more than 6 months) at the pediatric department of
Yeungnam University Hospital from Mar. 1, 1985 to Sep. 30, 1986 were randomly divided into two
groups.

Ribavirin was administered to 11 patients in dose of 15mg/kg/day and 13 patients were control
group and both groups were followed for 12 months.

Serum HBsAg and HBeAg were measured with RIA(Ausria-Il and Abbott-HBe, respectively) and
compared in P/N ratio (counts per minute of patient’s sample/counts per minute of normal serum).

There were no statistically significant reductions in P/N ratios of HBsAg and HBeAg in both
groups between prior to the therapy and 12 months follow-up period.

It seems that ribavirin does not have the therapeutic effect on chronic hepatis B in children.

Also, there were no noticeable side effects from ribavirin therapy.



