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Fig. 1. These multi well plates are very convenient
for carrying out embryo washing or the co-
mbined washing and trypsin treatment of
embryos. Two-ml volumes are used in each
well. The plates are 11.1Xx8.4cm have we-
lls that are 2.4X1.7cm, and are suppliedby
Flow Laboratories, Famden, Connecticut

(cat. no. 76 053 05).

Fig. 2. Capillary tubing with an O.D of 0. 7mm and
a wall thickeness of 0.18mm is cut into 8
-cm lengihs, sterilized, and used as micro-
pipettes. Using these micropipettes, 10 ul
of fluid are transferred with the embryos

when the washing or combined washing and
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. Betteridge,

tr ypsin procedures are carried out. The pi-
petting device consists of a vinyl bulb(a mo-
uth piece and rubber tubing can be substi-
tuted for this bulb); a pasteur pipette fill-
ed with absorbent cotton. and with its tip
removed; a 45em piece of Silastic tubing
(Dow Corning, Midland, Michigan, cat. no.

602 205); and a l-cm piece of intravenous

vinyl tubing(Bolab Incorp., Lake Havasu Ci-
ty Arizona, cat. no. BB317 85 size v/4)
into which the micropipette fits.

Fig. 3. Since the zona pellucida is an effective pa-

thogen barrier, it is essential that all em-

bryos have an intact zona pellucida are and

free of adherent material.

A, B, C=Acceptable embryos in terms of
disease control.

D, E, F=Unacceptable embryos in terms of

disease control.

D has a break in the zona pellucida.

E has debris on the zona pellucida.

F has no zona pellucida(hatched)
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