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"Age specific characteristics in Korean diet and their changes were analyzed with
the demand model including the number of family members by age group as indepen-
dent vasiables Urban household budget data, 773 household data in 1977 and 947
household data in 1983, was applied to the demand model. A series of F-test was
carried out to set up the age groups by food item.

The main results can be summarized as follows;

1. Food consumption patterns are remarkably different between 0-13 years old
age generation and over 40 years old generation. The 0-13 years old generation re-
veals higher preference for milk, 'wh_e;t product, fruit and milk and lower preference
for rice and vegetable than any other age generation. This characteristics of the child-
hood diet has been formed in the generation born after 1970’ and thus will be reserved
as their generational characteristics.

On the other hand, over 40 years old age group prefers rice and fish to fruit, milk
and wheat product. Therefore we can conclude that over 40 years old age group main-
tains the traditional Korean diet pattem.

2. The oreference for fish is lowet in 20-30 years old age group than in any other
age group and wheat product is preferréd highest in 6-13 years old age group of all age
groups. Meanwhile the most remarkable change in food consumption pattern is shown
in meats and vegetables. Namely I@W years old age group the preference for meat
has increased substantially and tm Qg ‘vegetable has decreased to a great extent.

3. The declining per capita consumption of rice spreads like a wave to higher age
groups, but over 40 years old age group has played an important role in reducing the )
decreasing rate of rice consumption: Inmder to restrain the declining rice consumption
a special integrated food policy is required to induce rice consumption in less 30 years
old generation.
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